Syllabus – Principles and Practice of Christian Missions

By the end of this course the student will be able to articulate the biblical basis of missions and understand key principles and practices of mission and their application to current situations in the global Christian movement. Each lecture will involve both biblical material plus reading two (fairly brief) chapters from the Perspectives text book.

1. Abraham and the Abrahamic Covenant – Being A Blessing To All Nations, OT Missionaries e.g. Jonah


2. Jesus – Sent from God, The Apostle Of Our High Calling, Incarnational Ministry


3. The Kingdom of God & World Mission , On Mission With God


4. Acts 1-4 – Jerusalem, Pentecost, the Early Church, The Holy Spirit & Mission 


5. Acts 5-12 – Judea and Samaria, The First Gentiles Are Converted


6. Acts  13-20  - Paul's Missionary Journeys


7. The Personal & Spiritual Qualities Of God's Missionaries – Guest Speaker


8. Deciding Where To Serve – Guest Speaker


9. The Beginning of Modern Protestant Missions – Count Zinzendorf & The Moravian Brethren, William Carey, Hudson Taylor, the Student Volunteer Movement

10. Culture, Communication and Contextualization – Part 1


11. Culture, Communication and Contextualization – Part 2


12. Church Planting Movements, House Churches, Adaptive Strategies


13. Strategies For Evangelizing Major Unreached People Groups (Animists, Buddhists, Muslims, Hindus)


14. The Challenge of The World's Cities And The 1 Billion Urban Poor


15. Reaching The Connected Generation: Using Multi-Media, Mass Media and The Internet as Means of Proclamation


Text:  Perspectives on the World Christian Movement : A Reader (Paperback)

by Ralph D. Winter (Editor), Steven C. Hawthorne (Editor), Darrell R. Dorr (Editor), D. Bruce Graham (Editor), Bruce A. Koch (Editor) 



Assessment -  due in final week of class:


A)  Book review of selected chapters in  Perspectives on the World Christian Movement – 1500 words (40%)


B)   60 question Take Home Exam (about 12 pages)  (50%)

C)  Positive Class Participation (10%)

