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Eternity Daily Bible Study
(A ministry of Eternity Christian Fellowship)

Walking In The Spirit - 79
 

Studies in this series can also be found online at www.globalchristians.org/walkspirit/
 

Purchase my book Biblical EQ: A Christian Handbook  For Emotional Transformation and
support the ministry of Eternity Daily Bible Study. Just go to www.biblicaleq.com or
www.amazon.com

 
 

 
 
 
Topic: 79 – Jesus As THE Mustard-Seed
Date: 6th January 2010
 
John 1:14 MKJV  And the Word became flesh, and tabernacled among us. And we
beheld His glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father, full of grace and of
truth.
 
Jesus is the mustard-seed, the energetic life-source from which the whole Kingdom
of God grows and spreads and becomes great.  The Son of God, the Word of God,
became flesh and dwelt among us and the name given to Him was Jesus, because
He would save His people from their sins.
 
As a baby in the manger Jesus was insignificant, but as the mustard-seed of God,
He was powerful, the King of Kings in swaddling clothes. He grew and became a
man and dwelt unrecognized by the world until after His baptism. Then the
mustard-seed blossomed and became a great tree and filled the whole earth.
 
Now all 'mustard-seed ministry' must be founded upon Christ. He must be the
center of all that we do and say and teach and become. True ministry flows from
who we are becoming in God.  As we grow more and more into the image of Jesus
Christ and go from glory to glory through the work of the Spirit, so the quality of
our ministry increases in the Spirit.
 
2 Corinthians 3:18 MKJV  (18)  But we all, with our face having been unveiled,
having beheld the glory of the Lord as in a mirror, are being changed into the same
image from glory to glory, even as by the Lord Spirit.
 
All our leadership, teaching, energy, and dignity flows out of being in the image of
Jesus Christ. All our spiritual giftedness proceeds from the holy mustard-seed within
us.  All our righteousness, just-mindedness, and depth of character flows from
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Christ. We cannot construct such things on our own, they are imparted to us by
God. They are free gifts from Heaven given from the life of God dwelling in our the
midst of our being.
 
Ministry has to proceed from the Spirit, it cannot be done in the flesh because the
flesh has no knowledge of Christ or of holiness. It wants quantity when God wants
quality. Look at the epistles! The apostolic concern is always with the quality and
nature of the church and never even once with its numerical growth, its budget or
its facilities.
In Acts, Luke reports numbers as historical facts but numbers are never central to
what God demands of His ministers. Paul never writes to Timothy saying “you must
witness to at least four people a day and bring at least two people to Christ a
week”. Paul's concern is that Timothy stir up his gifts, teach the truth, walk in
righteousness, flee youthful lusts and endure hardship as a good soldier of Christ
Jesus. These are all quality issues not quantity issues.
 
Whether Paul is writing to the Ephesians about being one in Christ Jesus or Peter is
writing to the church elders telling them to shepherd the flock without compulsion -
it is quality issues that count.
 
The issue is whether we are showing forth the life of Christ that has been planted
within us, the 'seed' of the Word implanted in us.
 
1 Peter 1:22-25 ISV  Now that you have obeyed the truth and have purified your
souls to love your brothers sincerely, you must love one another intensely and with
a pure heart.  (23)  For you have been born again, not by a seed that perishes but
by one that cannot perish-by the living and everlasting word of God.  (24)  For "All
human life is like grass, and all its glory is like a flower in the grass. The grass dries
up and the flower drops off,  (25)  but the word of the Lord lasts forever." Now this
word is the good news that was announced to you.
 
1 John 3:9 ISV  No one who has been born from God practices sin, because God's
seed abides in him. Indeed, he cannot go on sinning, because he has been born
from God.
 
The Kingdom of God manifests itself as righteousness, peace and joy  in the Holy
Spirit (Romans 14:17). these are inward qualities produced by the life of God
dwelling in us; they are the fruit from the seed, and the seed is Christ:
 
Galatians 3:16 MKJV  And to Abraham and to his Seed the promises were spoken.
It does not say, And to seeds, as of many; but as of one, "And to your Seed," which
is Christ.
 
(the same Greek word family 'sperma' is used for mustard-seeds and for the Seed
being Christ).
 
Christ is the incarnate Word, the Word is also the seed the sower sows, the Word is
what saves us and that which plants the seed of God into us when we are born-
again, and that divine seed within us, the holy mustard-seed, is Christ and from this
small but eternal beginning we grow into maturity in all spiritual things.
 
It is not our human abilities that make a great ministry, rather it is our conformity
to the image of God, our acceptance to being ruled by the life of Christ that is
planted within our souls. When we get to Heaven our positions, possessions, looks
and finances will be of no account. What will count, and what will be admired there
is our likeness to our Lord.
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Blessings,
 
John Edmiston (johned@aibi.ph)
Pastor – Eternity Christian Fellowship
Chairman/ CEO Cybermissions
http://www.eternitychristian.com 
http://www.cybermissions.org
http://www.aibi.ph
 
PLEASE PRAY FOR THE ONLINE MINISTRY OF JOHN & MINDA EDMISTON – to get our prayer
points send a blank email to cybermissions-prayer-points-subscribe@cybermissions.org
 
See our  latest Ministry Report at:
 http://www.globalchristians.org/Cybermissions_Report_Oct_2009.pdf
 

For details on how to support this ministry of God's Word : http://www.aibi.ph/articles/donate_main.htm
 
REFER OTHERS: If this devotional is a blessing to you, maybe you have a friend or family member that
would like to start receiving this daily bible study. You can forward this to them, and they can use the
following link to subscribe. http://www.aibi.ph/eternity/
 
EBOOKS & ARCHIVES: http://www.aibi.ph/eternity/
 
You are receiving this email because you either subscribed on the website, or sent an email to the
subscribe address. We do not subscribe people without their consent.
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