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In our secular world we are used to an existence that is 'empty of God'. However
the baptism in the Holy Spirit is the precise opposite - it is simply Jesus wanting
everything to be filled with God!

Ephesians 4:10 MKJV He who descended is the same also as He who ascended
up far above all heavens, that He might fill all things.

Jesus wants a God-filled earth! He wants the glory of God to cover the whole
world!

Habakkuk 2:14 HCSB For the earth will be filled with the knowledge of the
LORD's glory, as the waters cover the sea.

Pentecost was the initial outbreak of this filling of all things with the glory of God:
Acts 2:32-35 MKJV God raised up this Jesus, of which we all are witnesses. (33)
Therefore being exalted to the right of God, and having received from the Father
the promise of the Holy Spirit, He has poured out this which you now see and hear.

(34) For David has not ascended into the heavens, but he says himself, "The
LORD said to my Lord, Sit at My right hand (35) until I place Your enemies as a
footstool to Your feet."

In these verses Peter explains to the Jews that:

a) God raised Jesus from the dead

b) That this Jesus was exalted in Heaven and seated at the right hand of God

C) At this time Jesus received the promise of the Holy Spirit

d) Jesus then pours out the Holy Spirit upon all flesh in fulfillment of the prophesy
of Joel so that it is both audible and visible (which you now see and hear)

e) That this is a sign that Jesus is triumphant and that God will place His enemies
as a footstool under His feet (a quote from Psalm 110)

In study number 7 “"Connecting Heaven and Earth” we saw that one of the Lord's
purposes is to reconnect the broken relationship between Heaven and Earth so that
'Thy Kingdom come, Thy will be done - on earth as it is in Heaven” becomes a
reality. When Jesus went into the heavenlies, and poured out the Holy Spirit, there
was a momentous occasion as God's Spirit began to invade the world once more -
in the lives of Christians.

God pours out the Holy Spirit into us as 'earthen vessels' and we become 'temples
of the Holy Spirit' (1 Corinthians 3:6, 6:19) and are empowered to be witness for
Jesus Christ (Acts 1:8). The fruit of the Spirit in our lives are a sign that God's will
is being done on earth as it is in heaven. The gifts of the Spirit are given so we can
edify each other and mature together as a holy community full of truth, love and
goodness.
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So Pentecost, and the baptism in the Holy Spirit, is part of God's long-term plan to
retake planet Earth and reconnect humanity with Himself.

2 Corinthians 5:18-21 MKJV (18) And all things are of God, who has reconciled
us to Himself through Jesus Christ, and has given to us the ministry of
reconciliation; (19) whereas God was in Christ reconciling the world to Himself,
not imputing their trespasses to them, and putting the word of reconciliation in us.
(20) Then we are ambassadors on behalf of Christ, as God exhorting through us,
we beseech you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God. (21) For He has made
Him who knew no sin, to be sin for us, that we might become the righteousness of
God in Him.

So with the baptism in the Holy Spirit connects us spiritually to the heavenly realms
so that we can reconcile the world to God.

Now Jesus is the One who pours out the Holy Spirit upon all flesh. It is only through
Christ and His work on the cross that we can receive the baptism in the Holy Spirit.
Jesus pours out the Holy Spirit according to His sovereign will. Which raises the
question — what is His will in this matter? Peter answers that question a few verses
later:

Acts 2:38-39 MKJV Then Peter said to them, Repent and be baptized, every one
of you, in the name of Jesus Christ to remission of sins, and you shall receive the
gift of the Holy Spirit. (39) For the promise is to you and to your children, and to
all those afar off, as many as the Lord our God shall call.

It is God's will that every repentant, baptized believer in Jesus Christ should receive
the gift of the Holy Spirit (both in them and upon them). The promise is not for
just a select group or for people at a particular time but for the hearers, their future
children, and for those afar off — indeed for 'as many as the Lord our God shall call'.
So God wants all Christians everywhere to be filled with the Holy Spirit at all times.

While it is a promise yet it must be sought in faith (more on that tomorrow God
willing).

For today our main point is that the baptism in the Holy Spirit is not some optional
extra in the Christian life. Something that is nice to have perhaps 'if you are
inclined that way”. Nor is it 'an experience' as if it was the spiritual equivalent of a
roller-coaster ride at Disneyland. The baptism in the Holy Spirit is a direct result of
Jesus' suffering, death, resurrection and ascension into Heaven and is poured out
as part of His reign so that His Kingdom may come and God's will be done on earth
as it is in Heaven.

The baptism in the Holy Spirit helps us to worship God more powerfully (Hallowed
be thy name) proclaim the gospel (Thy kingdom come) and live the Christian life
with love and joy (Thy will be done).

It integrates with all the other aspects of the Christian faith since it is simply God
filling us with Himself - so that we in turn may fill the world with His glory.

Blessings,

John Edmiston (johned@aibi.ph)

Pastor — Eternity Christian Fellowship
Chairman/ CEO Cybermissions
http://www.eternitychristian.com
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http://www.cybermissions.or
http://www.aibi.ph

PLEASE PRAY FOR THE ONLINE MINISTRY OF JOHN & MINDA EDMISTON - to get our prayer
points send a blank email to cybermissions-prayer- b

For details on how to support this ministry of God's Word : http://www.aibi.ph/articles/donate main.htm

REFER OTHERS: If this devotional is a blessing to you, maybe you have a friend or family member that
would like to start receiving this daily bible study. You can forward this to them, and they can use the
following link to subscribe. http://www.aibi.ph/eternit

EBOOKS & ARCHIVES: http://www.aibi.ph/eternity/

You are receiving this email because you either subscribed on the website, or sent an email to the
subscribe address. We do not subscribe people without their consent.
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