PARABLES OF JESUS
A parable is a story which uses an example from the natural world to illustrate a spiritual truth.  The actual meaning of the word "parable" is "to lay beside to compare."  In  parables, Jesus used natural examples that were easily understood to explain spiritual truths.  That which is natural is something you can observe with your senses.  You can see, hear, taste, or touch it.  That which is spiritual can only be observed with spiritual senses.  Basically, a parable is an earthly story with a Heavenly meaning.
The main subject of the parables of Jesus was the Kingdom of God.  Before telling many of these parables Jesus clearly stated this as the subject: "Again he said, 'What shall we say the kingdom of God is like, or what parable shall we use to describe it?'" (Mark 4:30, NIV).  Even when the parable was not introduced by such a direct statement, the analogies illustrated principles of the Kingdom of God.  Every parable told by Jesus related in some way to the Kingdom.

Why did Jesus choose this unique teaching method to reveal spiritual truths about the Kingdom of God?  The disciples asked this same question: "The disciples came to him and asked, "Why do you speak to the people in parables?" (Matthew 13:10, NIV). Jesus answered them: "Because it is given unto you to know the mysteries of the Kingdom of Heaven, but to them it is not given"  (Matthew 13:11, KJV).

Knowledge of spiritual truths was given to the disciples because they had spiritual minds.  Those without spiritual minds heard the parables but failed to understand them because such truths can only be understood by a spiritual mind:

 The man without the Spirit does not accept the things that come from the Spirit of God, for they are foolishness to him, and he cannot understand them, because they are spiritually discerned. (1 Corinthians 2:14, NIV)

Those with spiritual minds--meaning they have been born again through Jesus--understand spiritual things. Those with carnal, sinful minds cannot understand. Jesus used parables to conceal these great spiritual principles from unbelievers: 

That seeing they may see, and not perceive; and hearing, they may hear, and not understand...(Mark 4:12, KJV)

The following is a compilation of the parables told by Jesus. The subject, references, and Kingdom principles taught by each are listed. Look up each reference in your Bible and study the parable in detail.

Parables extending the offer of the Kingdom.

The Patched Garment:

Matthew 9:16; Mark 2:21; Luke 5:36

The Wine Bottles: Matthew 9:17; Mark 2:22; Luke 5:37

These two parables teach that the Kingdom of God was new and unique. It could not be confined to the old patterns of religious tradition. It is not possible to understand the Kingdom of God by trying to fit it into old thought patterns and lifestyles.

The Good Shepherd:  
John 10:1-16

King Jesus is compared to a shepherd.  He would lead His sheep out of religious bondage and bring them into the liberty of His Kingdom.  His sheep would know His voice and respond to His offer of the Kingdom.

The Lost Sheep: Matthew 18:12-14; Luke 15:4-7

The Lost Coin:  Luke 15:8-10

The Lost Son:  Luke 15:11-32

These parables illustrate how the Father seeks the lost, how His followers should seek the lost, and how repentance is the key to becoming an heir to the Kingdom.

The Wedding Banquet: Matthew 22:1-14

The Great Banquet: Luke 14:16-24

Through these parables, Jesus invited people to enter the Kingdom of God. The original announcements of the wedding and banquet were sent to a special group of people, the nation of Israel. Those chosen did not respond, so an invitation was extended to the Gentile nations.

The Two Builders: Matthew 7:24-27

In this parable Jesus compared Himself to a rock on which a person may build their life. A house built on a secure foundation will stand through every storm.  The same is true spiritually. Jesus offered men and women the opportunity to build their lives on the eternal foundation of the Kingdom of God.

The Two Gates: Matthew 7:13-14; Luke 13:24-28

Only one gate leads to the Kingdom.  That gate is the Lord Jesus Christ.  

Parables concerning the rejection of the King. 

The Murderous Husbandmen: 

Matthew 21:33-44; Mark 12:1-11; Luke 20:9-18

Jesus used parables to reveal that the nation of Israel would reject Him as their Messiah and King. In the parable of the murderous husbandmen, Jesus explains how God sent prophets to Israel with the offer of the Kingdom, but the people killed their own prophets.  Then God sent His own Son and He, too, was rejected and killed.

The Barren Fig Tree:  Luke 13:6-9

The fig tree is a natural symbol of the nation of Israel.  God raised up Israel as the nation through which He would reveal His Kingdom to the world.  Repeatedly, God tried to get the "tree"  of Israel to bring forth "fruit" among heathen nations by sharing their knowledge of the true God, but Israel remained barren and unfruitful.

The Wedding: Matthew 22:2-14

Jesus also used a parable of a wedding to illustrate His rejection.  Servants were sent to call people to the wedding, but the people killed the servants and rejected the Master's invitation. This revealed how the offer of God's Kingdom was  rejected.

Parables concerning the future of the Kingdom.

The Talents:  Matthew 25:14-30; Luke 19:11-27

The Man On A Long Journey:  Mark 13:34-37

The Servants: Matthew 24:43-51; Luke 12:39-46

The Watching Servants: Luke 12:36-38

The Kingdom would not come at that time because Israel rejected Jesus as their King. The parables revealed that Jesus would be absent for a time from earth, but that in the end-time His Kingdom would finally be instituted. Jesus emphasized that His followers should be faithful over the tasks given them, using their talents and abilities to extend the Kingdom of God.

The Fig Tree: 

Matthew 24:32-34; Mark 13:28-30; Luke 21:29-32

Jesus said that one can tell when summer is near because the fig tree develops leaves and blossoms.  The  fig tree is a natural example of the nation of Israel. In this parable Jesus was explaining that when Israel was restored again to her own land and began to blossom as a nation, the time for the return of the King was near. 
Parables concerning the growth of the Kingdom.

The Talents: Matthew 25:14-30; Luke 19:11-27

This parable reveals that the Kingdom will spread by wise use of the spiritual talents and abilities God has given believers.

The Sower: Matthew 13:3-8; Mark 4:3-8; Luke 8:5-8

The Gospel of the Kingdom will be spread by the sowing of  the seed of the Word of God.   The fruit does not depend on the seed, but on the condition of the soil (a person's heart).

The Tares And Wheat: Matthew 13:24-30

Satan will try to defeat the spread of the Kingdom by sowing people described as "weeds" among the good seed of God's  Kingdom. These weeds resemble the good wheat, but are easily identified at harvest time because wheat produces grain, while weeds produce no useable product.

The Net: Matthew 13:47-50

The Kingdom is also compared to a great net thrown into the sea.  All kinds of fish are caught, then when the net is drawn to shore the good fish are separated from the bad.  The Kingdom will draw men and women from all nations.  Prior to the final establishing of the Kingdom, there will be judgment and a separation of true believers from hypocrites and unbelievers.

The Mustard Seed: 

Matthew 13:31-32; Mark 4:31-32; Luke 13:19

The Kingdom of God will grow like a mustard seed.  The seed is small and has insignificant growth in the beginning, but in maturity it grows to great size.  

The Leaven: Matthew 13:33; Luke 13:21

Like leaven in a lump of dough, the Kingdom of God will spread throughout the whole world. The power of the Kingdom is not external but internal.

Parables concerning Kingdom judgment.

The Ten Virgins: Matthew 25:1-12

The Sheep And The Goats: Matthew 25:31-46

Jesus told several parables concerning future judgment in the Kingdom. At the time of judgment, those who are sheep of the true shepherd, Jesus Christ, will be accepted into the Kingdom of God.  All others will be denied entrance.  

Parables concerning the value of the Kingdom.

The Pearl Of Great Price: Matthew 13:45-46

The Hidden Treasure:
Matthew 13:44

These parables confirm that the Kingdom of God is of such great value that nothing else compares to it. It is more valuable than any possession. If you must give up everything you possess in order to obtain the Kingdom, it is worth the sacrifice.

The Householder: Matthew 13:52

In this parable, Jesus compared Himself to the custodian of a storehouse who brings forth the items needed by the household.  The custodian may bring out new grain or old grain, new wine or old wine, to meet the needs of the household.  In some ways the Kingdom Jesus brought was like the previous form, but in other ways, it was entirely new.  Both the old and new covenants, represented in the Old and New Testaments, have great value in the Kingdom of God and are needed by its residents.

Parables concerning life in the Kingdom.

The Two Sons:  Matthew 21:28-32

Jesus taught that obedience is the test of sonship within the Kingdom family.

The Good Samaritan:
Luke 10:30-37

The Kingdom principle of love for others is taught in this parable. Your neighbor is anyone in need, whose need you know and are able to meet, and directed by God to meet. 

The Two Debtors: Luke 7:41-43

This parable teaches that love will be demonstrated by those who have experienced the love of God and His Kingdom.

The Pharisee And The Publican: Luke 18:10-14 

The Pharisee approached God on the basis of his own righteousness. The tax collector recognized there was nothing in himself that made him worthy to stand before the Lord.  In this parable Jesus taught how people should approach God to offer worship, praise, thanksgiving, petition, and intercession in the Kingdom.  It also taught humility in prayer and warned of self-righteousness.

The Persistent Widow: Luke 18:1-8

The Persistent Friend: Luke 11:5-10

These two parables illustrate the importance of persistence in prayer.

The Faithful Manager: Matthew 25:14-30

This parable emphasizes the importance of wise and righteous stewardship of Kingdom treasures which God entrusts to believers.

Seats At The Wedding Feast:
Luke 14:7-11

This parable illustrates the importance of humility and how promotion in God's Kingdom comes from the Lord.

The Vine And The Branches:
John 15:1-6

This parable describes the relationship of Jesus to residents of the Kingdom, using the analogy of how a vine is connected to the branches.

The Laborers In The Vineyard: Matthew 20:1-16 

This parable teaches that eternal rewards are not bestowed on the basis of worldly standards.  

The Servant's Office: Luke 17:7-10

This parable details your responsibility to fulfill the commands of the King.

The King Going To War: Luke 14:31-33

The Man Building A Tower: Luke 14:28-30

These parables emphasize the importance of proper understanding of your commitment to the Kingdom of God.

The Wedding Garment: Matthew 22:10-14

This parable emphasizes the necessity of being clothed in the righteousness of God in order to enter the Kingdom.  

The Rich Man's Meditation: Luke 12:16-21

This story illustrates the folly of relying on temporal material wealth. The priority of your life should be the eternal Kingdom of God.

The Mote And The Beam: Matthew 7:1-5; Luke 6:41-42

This parable teaches that you should judge yourself rather than others. 

The Harvest:  Matthew 9:37-38; Luke 10:2

It was this story of a harvest,  ripe and ready to gather, which Jesus used to focus the attention of His disciples on the need for extending the Kingdom. 
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Subject





Reference

The mote and beam




Luke 6:37-43

The two buildings




Matthew 7:24-27; Luke 6:47-49

Children in the marketplace



Matthew 11:16; Luke 7:32          

The two debtors




Luke 7:41

The unclean spirit




Matthew 12:43-45; Luke 11:24-26

The rich man's meditation



Luke 12:16

The barren fig tree




Luke 13:6-9

The sower





Matthew 13:3-8; Mark 4:3-8; Luke 8:5-8

The tares





Matthew 13:24-30

The seed





Mark 4:26 

The grain of mustard seed



Matthew 13:31,32; Mark. 4:31,32;







Luke 13:19
The leaven





Matthew 13:33; Luke 13:21

The candle





Matthew 5:15; Mark 4:21; 








Luke 8:16; 11:33
The net





Matthew 13:47,48

The hidden treasure




Matthew 13:44

The pearl of great price



Matthew 13:45,46

The householder




Matthew 13:52

The marriage





Matthew 9:15; Mark 2:19,20; 







Luke 5:34,35


Subject





Reference

The patched garment




Matthew 9:16; Mark 2:21; Luke 5:36

The wine bottles




Matthew 9:17; Mark 2:22; Luke 5:37

The harvest





Matthew 9:37; Luke 10:2

The adversary





Matthew 5:25; Luke 12:58

The two insolvent debtors



Matthew 18:23-35

The good Samaritan




Luke 10:30-37

The three loaves




Luke 11:5-8

The true shepherd




John 10:1-16

The strait gate





Matthew 7:14; Luke 13:24

The guests





Luke 14:7-11 

The marriage supper




Matthew 22:2-9; Luke 14:16-23

The wedding garment




Matthew 22:10-14

The tower





Luke 14:28-30

The king going to war




Luke 14:31

The lost sheep





Matthew 18:12,13; Luke 15:4-7 

The lost piece of money



Luke 15:8,9

The prodigal son




Luke 15:11-32

The unjust steward




Luke 16:1-9

The importunate widow



Luke 18:2-5

The Pharisee and publican



Luke 18:10-14

The servant's office




Luke 17:7-10

The laborers in the vineyard



Matthew 20:1-16 

The talents





Matthew 25:14-30; Luke 19:11-27


Subject





Reference

The two sons





Matthew 21:28

The murderous husbandmen



Matthew 21:33-43; Mark 12:1-9; 


Luke 20:9-16

The fig tree





Matthew 24:32; Mark 13:28; 








Luke 21:29-30
The watching householder



Matthew 24:43; Luke 12:39

The man on a far journey



Mark 13:34

The character of two servants



Matthew 24:45-51; Luke 12:42-46

The ten virgins




Matthew 25:1-12

The watching servants




Luke 12:36-38

The vine and its branches



John 15:1-6
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