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 In addition to the outline and study questions that are standard in the Legacy Bible Outline Series, the book of Daniel also contains a chapter-by-chapter commentary.  The commentary is not intended to be exhaustive and does not deal with speculations or theories. Its purpose is to enable basic understanding of the book, to "..write the vision and make it plain..."  (Habakkuk 2:2).  

INTRODUCTION TO THE BOOK OF DANIEL
AUTHOR:  Daniel.  (Confirmed in Daniel 7:2,15,28; 8:1,15;27; 9:2,22; 10:2,7,11,12; 12:4-5.)
TO WHOM:  Specifically to the Jewish captives in Babylon, but also to all believers of all ages.
PURPOSES:  To provide a prophetic time-line regarding the nations, Israel, and end-time world events.   
KEY VERSE:  But thou, O Daniel, shut up the words, and seal the book, even to the time of the end: many shall run to and fro, and knowledge shall be increased.  (Daniel 12:4)

LIFE AND MINISTRY PRINCIPLES:  God is sovereign over the affairs of men and nations and He honors those who honor Him.

MAIN CHARACTERS:  Daniel and his friends Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego;  the kings,
Nebuchadnezzar, Belshazzar, Darius, Cyrus; angels Michael and Gabriel; Antiochus Epiphanes, and the coming Anti-Christ.


A BRIEF OUTLINE:






Chapters

Section One:
Historic background: Daniel and his friends


1:1-21
Section Two:   Visions and events under Nebuchadnezzar 


2:l-4:37
Section Three: Visions and events under Belshazzar, Darius, and Cyrus
5:l-l2:l3

GUIDELINES FOR STUDYING PROPHECY IN THE BOOK OF DANIEL: 

1.
Study prophecy  “in the Spirit,” not with your natural reasoning because "... the natural 
man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God: for they are foolishness unto him: 
neither can he know them, because they are spiritually discerned"  (1 Corinthians 2:14).

2. 
Accept that prophecy can be understood as it is written without changes, additions, or 
speculations.  God gave prophecy because He wants you to know about future events, so 
begin with the attitude that you will be able to understand it.  If there are things you don't 
understand, don't get discouraged and quit.  Record your questions for future reflection 
and continue on with your study. 

3. 
Do not change literal meanings to symbolic meanings unless the text clearly indicates 
otherwise. 

4. 
Keep in mind the times and circumstances under which the prophet recorded God’s 
message. Without  knowledge of the historical background, expressions of that time may 
seem peculiar or difficult to understand.

5. 
Remember that sometimes prophets describe future events as if they were continuous and 
successive, but there actually may be thousands of years between them. This is called 
“the law of prophetic perspective” or a "prophetic gap".   Recognize that prophecy can be 
fulfilled in various stages. Seek answers to these questions:



-Has the prophecy been fulfilled or is it yet to be fulfilled?



-Is the prophecy conditional based upon peoples' response or is it unconditional?



-Does the prophecy have an immediate fulfillment, a future fulfillment, or both 
  
              immediate and future?  

6. 
Keep in mind the “law of double reference.”  In some passages, two distinct meanings are 
indicated. For example, in Daniel chapter 11:36-39, some passages refer to Antiochus 
Epiphanes as well as the Antichrist.
7. 
Study passages within their context, as many times the text itself interprets a prophetic  


vision or revelation. An example is Daniel 2:31-36 which is explained in Daniel 2:37-45.

Also study each passage in context of the total revelation of God's Word.  Remember that 
no prophecy is of private interpretation (2 Peter 1:20), meaning it is not to 
be interpreted 
apart from the entire revelation of God's Word. 

8.   
Remember that "All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for 
doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness: That the man of 
God may be perfect, thoroughly furnished unto all good works" (2 Timothy 3:16-17).    
"All Scripture" includes the more difficult portions, like prophecy.

9.
Understand that Jesus Christ is central to all prophecy (Revelation 19:10 and Luke 
24:27).

10.
Recognize that much prophecy is symbolic. Some symbols are explained, others are not.  


For example, in Daniel chapter 2 an image that is symbolic of various kingdoms is 
described.  These kingdoms were in the future at the time of Daniel, and were not totally 
understood in the passage.  Historically, we can now look back and clearly identify the 
meaning of these symbols.   
11.
Daniel was told to seal aspects of his prophecy until the end-time.  The book of 
Revelation explains many things that were sealed in the book of Daniel and studying it
will expand your understanding of Daniel's prophecies.  There are still some things in 
both books not completely understood, but which will be revealed in the future at the 
time appointed by God.

QUESTIONS ON THE INTRODUCTION:
1.
Who wrote the book?

2.
To whom is the book written?

3.
What are the purposes of the book?

4.
What is the key verse?

5.
What are the life and ministry principles of this book?

6.
Who are the main characters?

7.
Give a brief outline of the book.

8.
Summarize the guidelines for studying biblical prophecy.
OUTLINE OF THE BOOK OF DANIEL 

SECTION ONE
Historical Background:

Daniel And His Friends 
Daniel 1

1 In the third year of the reign of Jehoiakim king of Judah came Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon unto Jerusalem, and besieged it.

2 And the Lord gave Jehoiakim king of Judah into his hand, with part of the vessels of the house of God: which he carried into the land of Shinar to the house of his god; and he brought the vessels into the treasure house of his god.

3 And the king spake unto Ashpenaz the master of his eunuchs, that he should bring certain of the children of Israel, and of the king's seed, and of the princes;

4 Children in whom was no blemish, but well favoured, and skilful in all wisdom, and cunning in knowledge, and understanding science, and such as had ability in them to stand in the king's palace, and whom they might teach the learning and the tongue of the Chaldeans.

5 And the king appointed them a daily provision of the king's meat, and of the wine which he drank: so nourishing them three years, that at the end thereof they might stand before the king.

6 Now among these were of the children of Judah, Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah:

7 Unto whom the prince of the eunuchs gave names: for he gave unto Daniel the name of Belteshazzar; and to Hananiah, of Shadrach; and to Mishael, of Meshach; and to Azariah, of Abed-nego.

8 But Daniel purposed in his heart that he would not defile himself with the portion of the king's meat, nor with the wine which he drank: therefore he requested of the prince of the eunuchs that he might not defile himself.

9 Now God had brought Daniel into favour and tender love with the prince of the eunuchs.

10 And the prince of the eunuchs said unto Daniel, I fear my lord the king, who hath appointed your meat and your drink: for why should he see your faces worse liking than the children which are of your sort? then shall ye make me endanger my head to the king.

11 Then said Daniel to Melzar, whom the prince of the eunuchs had set over Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah,

12 Prove thy servants, I beseech thee, ten days; and let them give us pulse to eat, and water to drink.

13 Then let our countenances be looked upon before thee, and the countenance of the children that eat of the portion of the king's meat: and as thou seest, deal with thy servants.

14 So he consented to them in this matter, and proved them ten days.

15 And at the end of ten days their countenances appeared fairer and fatter in flesh than all the children which did eat the portion of the king's meat.

16 Thus Melzar took away the portion of their meat, and the wine that they should drink; and gave them pulse.

17 As for these four children, God gave them knowledge and skill in all learning and wisdom: and Daniel had understanding in all visions and dreams.

18 Now at the end of the days that the king had said he should bring them in, then the prince of the eunuchs brought them in before Nebuchadnezzar.

19 And the king communed with them; and among them all was found none like Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah: therefore stood they before the king.

20 And in all matters of wisdom and understanding, that the king inquired of them, he found them ten times better than all the magicians and astrologers that were in all his realm.

21 And Daniel continued even unto the first year of king Cyrus.

Outline 1:
(Daniel chapter one provides the historical background of the book, explaining how Daniel and his friends came to be in Babylon and the events that occurred during their early years there.)

I.
The background.  (1-2)

A.
In the third year of the reign of Jehoiakim, king of Judah, King Nebuchadnezzar 


of Babylon came to Jerusalem and besieged it.


B.
And the Lord gave Jehoiakim king of Judah into his hand with part of the vessels 


of the house of God which he carried into the land of Shinar to the house of his 


god into the treasure house of his god.
II.
The king's plan. (3-5)


A.
The king spoke unto Ashpenaz, the master of his eunuchs, that he should 



select certain of the children of Israel.  They were to be:



1.
Of the king's seed (of royal lineage).



2.
Young people.


3.
Without blemish.



4.
Well-favored.


5.
Skillful in all wisdom.


6.
Cunning in knowledge.


7.
Understanding science


8.
Able to stand in the king's palace.


9.
Able to learn the culture and language of the Chaldeans.

B.
And the king appointed them a daily provision of his meat and of the wine 


which he drank, preparing them for three years so that at the end of that time 


they might stand before the him.
III.
Daniel and his friends are selected.  Among those selected were the children of Judah-- 
Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah--unto whom the prince of the eunuchs gave 
names.  (6 -7) 

A.
He gave to Daniel the name of Belteshazzar. 

B.
He gave to Hananiah the name of Shadrach.

C.
He gave to Mishael the name of Meshach.


D.
He gave to Azariah the name of Abednego.
IV.
Daniel and his friends honor their convictions.  (8-16)

A.
Daniel purposed in his heart that he would not defile himself with the portion 


of the king's meat, nor with the wine which he drank.


B.
Therefore he requested of the prince of the eunuchs that he might not defile 


himself.


C.
God had brought Daniel into favor and tender love with the prince of the 



eunuchs.


D.
The prince of the eunuchs said unto Daniel:



1.
I fear my lord the king, who has appointed your meat and your drink.



2.
For why should he see your faces appear worse than the children which 



are of your sort (the other young men in preparation)? 


3.
Then you shall make me endanger my head to the king. (He could be 



executed if he disobeyed and these young men were found inferior to the 



others.)

E.
Then Daniel said to Melzar, whom the prince of the eunuchs had set over Daniel, 


Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah:


1.
Prove your servants for ten days by giving us pulse (fruits and vegetables) 



to eat and water to drink.



2.
Then look upon our countenances and compare us to the others who eat  



the king's meat.


3.
As you see, then so deal with us, your servants.


F.
So he (Melzar) consented to them in this matter, and proved them for ten days.



1.
At the end of ten days their countenances appeared fairer and fatter than 



all those who ate the king's meat.



2.
So Melzar took away their portion of the king's meat and the wine and 



gave them pulse (fruit, vegetables, and fiber) and water instead.
V.
Daniel and his friends excel in the kingdom.   (17-21)


A.
As for these four young men: 


1.
God gave them knowledge and skill in all learning and wisdom.



2.
Daniel had understanding in all visions and dreams.


B.
Now at the end of the days that the king had designated (three years), then the 


prince of the eunuchs brought them in before Nebuchadnezzar.


C.
When the king communed with them:



1.
Among them all, none was found like Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael, and 



Azariah.



2.
Therefore they stood before the king (to minister in the king's court).



3.
In all matters of wisdom and understanding that the king inquired of 



them, he found them ten times better than all the magicians and 




astrologers that were in all his realm.


D.
And Daniel continued even unto the first year of King Cyrus.

COMMENTARY ON CHAPTER ONE


The book of Daniel provides one of the most comprehensive prophetic revelations of the Old Testament.  It reveals world history from the time of Babylon to the second coming of Jesus Christ and weaves together the history and prophecy of the nations with that of Israel.


Daniel is the author of the book which bears his name. We know nothing of Daniel's parents, but we do know he was of the tribe of Judah.  He was probably about 17 years old when taken from Jerusalem to Babylon.   We know that he was a man of purpose (Daniel 1:8); prophecy (visions in the book); and prayer (Daniel 2:17-23; 6:10; 9:3-19).


The prophet Jeremiah had prophesied that Judah would spend 70 years in captivity because of their sin (Jeremiah 25:8-13).  Isaiah had prophesied that some of the sons taken from Jerusalem would serve in the palace of the king of Babylon (Isaiah 39:5-7).  Both prophecies are fulfilled in the opening passages of the book of Daniel.


Jesus referred to Daniel as a prophet  (Matthew 24:15).  A prophet is one who is divinely inspired by God to speak His Word and foretell future events through the power of the Holy Spirit.  The book of Daniel is both history and prophecy seamlessly woven together.  Chapters 1-6 are mostly the history of Daniel and his people in Babylon, although some important prophetic passages are included and each historical event has prophetic symbolism.  While there is some history woven into chapters 7-12, this section is mainly prophetic.  

As you study the book of Daniel, you will discover that many of his prophecies have been fulfilled.  It stands to reason that if these prophecies were accurate--and they are--that the balance of the prophecies not yet come to pass will also be fulfilled.  The book of Daniel is important in understanding the teachings of Jesus on the end-times recorded in Matthew 24, the book of Revelation, and Paul's description of the "man of sin" in 2 Thessalonians 2:3.

The book of Daniel was written in two languages.  He started the book in Hebrew, changing to Aramaic in chapter 2:4, and then reverting back to Hebrew after 7:28.  Aramaic was the common language of Babylon, so the portion of the book dealing with the Gentiles (nations other than Israel) was written in a language commonly understood by them.  The portion concerning Israel was written in Hebrew.
The Background  

Daniel 1:1-2

 In the third year of the reign of Jehoiakim king of Judah came Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon unto Jerusalem, and besieged it. And the Lord gave Jehoiakim king of Judah into his hand, with part of the vessels of the house of God: which he carried into the land of Shinar to the house of his god; and he brought the vessels into the treasure house of his god.  (Daniel 1:1-2)

Daniel chapter one provides the historical background of the book, explaining how Daniel and his friends came to be in Babylon and the events that occurred during their early years there.  (Parallel accounts are found in 2 King 24:1-2 and 2 Chronicles 36:5-7.)

It was in the third year of the reign of Jehoiakim, the king of Judah, that King Nebuchadnezzar invaded the city of Jerusalem, took the people captive, and seized all of the valuables. From this point on in scripture is what is called the time of the Gentiles, a term that encompasses all nations other than Israel. 

Nebuchadnezzar was the king of Babylon, a city originally established by Nimrod, a grandson of Noah.  Nimrod built several towers in the area, the most famous one being the tower of Babel which was a classic example of his rebellion against God (Genesis 11).

At the time of Daniel, sin and civil problems had divided the nation of Israel into two kingdoms, a northern kingdom of Israel and the southern kingdom of Judah whose capitol was Jerusalem.   The scripture says that the Lord gave the city of Jerusalem into Nebuchadnezzar's hand.  Why would God do this?  Why would He allow the sacred city to be besieged and His people taken captive?  Because of their immorality, idolatry, and injustice--their continuous sin and rebellion against God.  Israel was warned in Leviticus 26 and Deuteronomy 27 that they would experience curses and bondage if they did not obey God. Repeatedly, the people of Judah had been called to repentance by the prophets, yet they refused.  Now judgment had come.  

The invasion mentioned in the first chapter  of Daniel began the 70 years of captivity that was prophesied by Jeremiah:

Behold, I will send and take all the families of the north, saith the Lord, and Nebuchadrezzar the king of Babylon, my servant, and will bring them against this land, and against the inhabitants thereof, and against all these nations round about, and will utterly destroy them, and make them an astonishment, and an hissing, and perpetual desolations. Moreover I will take from them the voice of mirth, and the voice of gladness, the voice of the bridegroom, and the voice of the bride, the sound of the millstones, and the light of the candle. And this whole land shall be a desolation, and an astonishment; and these nations shall serve the king of Babylon seventy years. And it shall come to pass, when seventy years are accomplished, that I will punish the king of Babylon, and that nation, saith the Lord, for their iniquity, and the land of the Chaldeans, and will make it perpetual desolations. (Jeremiah 25:9-12)


When Nebuchadnezzar invaded Jerusalem, he took the people captive and seized all the spoil--the valuables, gold, and silver, etc.  Among the items he took were the sacred vessels from the house of God.  He carried these to Shinar into the house of his own god.  This was a terrible desecration!  (These sacred vessels will reappear again in our story in Daniel chapter five.)

It is interesting to note that, through the prophet Jeremiah, God refers to Nebuchadnezzar as "my servant," even though at the time of the invasion and for many years afterwards, Nebuchadnezzar was not serving God.  This demonstrates how God can use anyone or anything--even an evil king--to accomplish His purposes. 
The King's Plan 

Daniel 1:3-5

And the king spake unto Ashpenaz the master of his eunuchs, that he should bring certain of the children of Israel, and of the king's seed, and of the princes; Children in whom was no blemish, but well favoured, and skilful in all wisdom, and cunning in knowledge, and understanding science, and such as had ability in them to stand in the king's palace, and whom they might teach the learning and the tongue of the Chaldeans. And the king appointed them a daily provision of the king's meat, and of the wine which he drank: so nourishing them three years, that at the end thereof they might stand before the king. (Daniel 1:3-5)

In addition to seizing the valuables of the city of Jerusalem, King Nebuchadnezzar told Ashpenaz, the master of his eunuchs, that he should select outstanding young people and bring them from Israel to Babylon.  The word "children" as used here refers to teenagers.  

These young people were to be princes and of the king's seed, meaning they were of noble heritage.  They were to have no blemish--meaning no physical, mental, or moral defects.  They were to be skillful, wise, cunning in knowledge, understand science, and have the ability to serve in the king's court.  

This select group was appointed a daily provision of the king's meat and wine, meaning they would receive the same quality of food the king enjoyed.  They would be properly nourished and trained in the language and culture of the Chaldeans.   At the end of three years, they would be presented to the king for service.
Daniel And His Friends Are Selected

Daniel 1:6-7

 Now among these were of the children of Judah, Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah:  Unto whom the prince of the eunuchs gave names: for he gave unto Daniel the name of Belteshazzar; and to Hananiah, of Shadrach; and to Mishael, of Meshach; and to Azariah, of Abed-nego. (Daniel 1:6-7)

Among the young people selected to go to Babylon were four men mentioned by name

--Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah--all of the royal tribe of Judah.  These young men were to serve under the prince of eunichs, fulfilling Isaiah 39:7: "And of thy sons that shall issue from thee, which thou shalt beget, shall they take away; and they shall be eunuchs in the palace of the king of Babylon."  There is no historical record of Daniel or the other three young men marrying or bearing children.


The Hebrew names of these young men were related to God.  Daniel's name meant "God has judged".  Hananiah meant "the Lord has been gracious". Mishael, meant "who and what God is" and Azariah means "the Lord has helped".  Upon arrival in Babylon, Daniel was given the name Belteshazzar which means "one whom Baal favors". (Do not confuse his name with Belshazzar of Daniel 5.)  Hananiah was renamed Shadrach in honor of the sun god Shad.  Mishael was given the name Meshach which relates to the moon god and Azariah received the name Abednego which means "the servant of Nego", a fire god.  All of these names represented false gods worshiped by the Babylonians.

People may call you names, but this does not change who you are in God or your divine destiny.  Changing a man's name does not change his character.  You can't rehabilitate someone by just giving them a new identity.  True change comes from the inside out through the born-again experience of seeking forgiveness for sin and accepting Jesus Christ as Savior.  Only salvation through Jesus Christ can make you a new person.

Most likely, Daniel and his three friends did not relish going to the evil kingdom of Babylon, being forced to study the heathen culture, and having their names changed to honor idols.  But God had a plan for these young men.  Sometimes God sets you in difficult places to accomplish His purposes.  Are you be willing to serve as God's man or woman in Babylon?

Daniel And His Friends 
Honor Their Convictions 
Daniel 1:8-16

But Daniel purposed in his heart that he would not defile himself with the portion of the king's meat, nor with the wine which he drank: therefore he requested of the prince of the eunuchs that he might not defile himself. Now God had brought Daniel into favour and tender love with the prince of the eunuchs. And the prince of the eunuchs said unto Daniel, I fear my lord the king, who hath appointed your meat and your drink: for why should he see your faces worse liking than the children which are of your sort? then shall ye make me endanger my head to the king.  Then said Daniel to Melzar, whom the prince of the eunuchs had set over Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah, Prove thy servants, I beseech thee, ten days; and let them give us pulse to eat, and water to drink. Then let our countenances be looked upon before thee, and the countenance of the children that eat of the portion of the king's meat: and as thou seest, deal with thy servants. So he consented to them in this matter, and proved them ten days. And at the end of ten days their countenances appeared fairer and fatter in flesh than all the children which did eat the portion of the king's meat. Thus Melzar took away the portion of their meat, and the wine that they should drink; and gave them pulse. (Daniel 1:8-16)

Learning the language and customs of the Chaldeans was not a problem. Participating in what violated their spiritual beliefs was a major issue, however.  Daniel and his three friends determined that they would not be defiled by eating the king's meat and drinking his wine.  Most captives would be glad to get anything to eat, much less partake of the king's delicacies.  But some of the king's foods were unclean under Mosaic law (Leviticus 11; Deuteronomy 14:3-21), so this became a religious issue for Daniel and his friends.   The meats that were allowed for Jews must be prepared in a specific manner, so the only way the young men could be sure they were eating a kosher diet was to eat fruits, vegetables, and grains.


Another problem was that the king's food and wine was usually offered to idols for blessing before being served--again, contrary to Mosaic law (Exodus 34:15; Numbers 25:1-2; Deuteronomy 32:37-38).  To eat this food and drink this wine would have been a violation of God's laws.

Daniel told the prince of the eunuchs that he and his friends did not want to defile themselves.  God had given Daniel favor with this prince and he was open to Daniel's request, although a bit fearful of granting it.  He said, "If you appear before the king less nourished than the other young men, I fear that the king, who has appointed your meat and drink, will have my head!"  The eunuch could be executed if  the young men were found inferior to the others because he had not obeyed the king's orders.

Then Daniel said, "Prove us for ten days by giving us fruits and vegetables and water to drink, then compare us to the other young men and make a decision."  Unlike some people who are offensive and aggressive in taking a stand for their beliefs,  Daniel showed respect for authority when making his request.  You may disagree with leadership, but you still must respect their authority since all power comes from God  (Romans 13:1).


 It is interesting to note that Daniel requested a ten-day trial period.  Numbers in the Bible have meaning, and the number 10 is associated with testing. The prince of the eunuchs agreed to the request, and at the end of the ten days, Daniel and his friends were more healthy looking than the others.  So Melzar, who was over them, let them continue with their healthy diet. 

The prophetic significance of the stand taken by these young men is that as believers, we too live in a foreign environment in this world that is populated with men and women who have rebelled against God.  Repeatedly, we will be tempted to compromise our spiritual convictions.  Like Daniel and his friends, we must remain faithful to what we believe because God rewards faithfulness.  

Compromising with worldly principles never accomplishes God's purposes.   Like these four men from Judah, we are forced to live in  "Babylon" so to speak, but we do not have to love it and accept its lifestyle. 

As Israel, believers must be separate from Egypt--symbolic of sin--so that people will know there is a difference between God's people and the lifestyle of the world (Exodus 11:7).
Others in the Bible who obeyed God when laws conflicted included the midwives (Exodus 1) and the apostles (Acts 4). Both were blessed for their obedience, as were Daniel and his three friends.


Daniel and his friends obeyed God in this, a matter of diet, and their obedience prepared them for more difficult circumstances that lay ahead--things like fiery furnaces and lions' dens.

If you obey God today and every day, then you will someday be able to look back over a lifetime of obedience to Him.  Your obedience will take you to where you are destined to be and sustain you while you are there. 
Daniel And His Friends 
Excel In The Kingdom

Daniel 1:17-21

As for these four children, God gave them knowledge and skill in all learning and wisdom: and Daniel had understanding in all visions and dreams. Now at the end of the days that the king had said he should bring them in, then the prince of the eunuchs brought them in before Nebuchadnezzar. And the king communed with them; and among them all was found none like Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah: therefore stood they before the king. And in all matters of wisdom and understanding, that the king inquired of them, he found them ten times better than all the magicians and astrologers that were in all his realm. And Daniel continued even unto the first year of king Cyrus. (Daniel 1:17-21)

Verse 17 says that God gave these four men knowledge and skill.  You can learn history, language, customs, and facts, but it is God who gives wisdom.  


At the end of the three years when these four men were brought before King Nebuchadnezzar, he found no one that equaled them in all the kingdom.  They excelled above all others in wisdom and understanding, including the magicians and astrologers of the kingdom.  They were not just a little better, but they were ten times better than the other young men.  Daniel and his friends had more knowledge, skill, learning, and wisdom than anyone else in the kingdom.  In addition, Daniel had a supernatural understanding of visions and dreams.  


How do you compare with the world?  Do people see a difference in your life?  Would your employer say you were ten times better than other workers who do not know God?  The psalmist David gives a key to achieving such excellence, proclaiming: 
I have more understanding than all my teachers: for thy testimonies are my meditation. I understand more than the ancients, because I keep thy precepts (Psalm 119:99).


If you meditate on God's Word and apply it in your life, you can have more wisdom than your teachers!


During the long years in a foreign land, with different names, learning different customs and language, Daniel and his friends must have had times of discouragement.  They were probably homesick for Jerusalem.  They missed their friends and family. They lived amidst idolatry and heathen customs.  Others married, they didn't. 

Perhaps they wondered during this dark time if God had forgotten them. But God was preparing Daniel and his friends for great things ahead.  They would stand in the king's court.  They would emerge unscathed from fiery furnaces and lions' dens.  They would stand before key leaders and declare God's judgment, interpret dreams and visions, and Daniel would receive one of the greatest prophetic revelations of Old Testament times.  Prophetically, Daniel and his three friends represent the godly remnant of Israel which will be preserved during the dark hours of divine judgment in the end-times.


You, too, will experience difficult seasons of life.  You may be alienated from friends and family and feel as if God is distant.  But just as God was preparing Daniel and his friends, He is preparing you for the future.  As Daniel and his friends, you will stand in strategic places at strategic times and accomplish God's specific purposes.  God has not forgotten you.  No time of waiting and preparation is ever wasted because God has declared:  
For I know the thoughts that I think toward you, saith the Lord, thoughts of peace, and not of evil, to give you an expected end.  (Jeremiah 29:11)


This promise was given to God's people in the midst of 70 years of captivity!  Right now, in the midst of your own difficult situation, this promise is still true.  

This chapter closes with a footnote that Daniel continued in the king's court until the time of the reign of Cyrus of Persia.  He served under kings Nebuchadnezzar, Belshazzar, Darius, and Cyrus.  He was probably over 90 years old at the time of Cyrus' reign and had ministered the entire 70 years of his captivity.  

There is no retirement from divine destiny. The key word in the closing verse of this chapter is "continued".  Daniel  remained faithful to God and fulfilled His purposes throughout his entire lifetime--most of which was spent in captivity in a godless society.

Can we do any less?

Study questions on chapter 1:
1.
What happened in the third year of the reign of King Jehoiakim of Judah? (1)

2.
What were the results of this attack?  (2)

3.
Why did God allow Judah to be taken into captivity?  (commentary)

4.
What sacred items were stolen and to where were they taken?  (2)

5.
In verse 3, who was instructed to do what and by whom?  

6.
What were the qualifications for the young people to be selected?  (3-4)

7.
What was the purpose for bringing these young people to Babylon?  (4)

8.
What was appointed by the king to be given to these special captives?  (5)

9.
How long were these young people to be prepared before they appeared before the king?  
(5)

10.
Who were the men identified by name among this special group of captives?  (6)

11.
What was the Hebrew meanings of their names?  (commentary)

12.
Why did the Babylonians rename Daniel, Hananiah,
Mishael, and Azariah? (commentary)

13.
What were the new names and their meanings which were given to Daniel, Hananiah, 
Mishael, and Azariah.  (7 and commentary)

14.
What request did Daniel make of the eunuch and why did he make it?  (8)
15.
What relationship did Daniel have with the prince of eunuchs?  (9)

16.
Why was the prince of eunuchs hesitant to grant Daniel's request?  (10)

17.
What was Daniel's response to the eunuch's hesitancy to grant his request?  (11-13)
18.
What was the eunuch's decision in regards to Daniel's request?  (14)

19.
What results were evident at the end of ten days? (15)

20.
What did Melzar do after seeing the results of the ten day trial?  (16)

21.
What abilities did God give to these young men?  (17)

22.
What happened at the end of the three years of preparation?  (18)

23.
What did the king discover about the four young men?  (19-20)

24.
In what did they excel?  (20)

25.
How much better were these four young men than the king's magicians and astrologers?  
(20)

26.
How long did Daniel serve the kings of Babylon?  (21) 

27.
What did you learn in this chapter to apply to your life and ministry?

SECTION TWO

Visions And Events Under Nebuchadnezzar
Daniel 2

1 And in the second year of the reign of Nebuchadnezzar Nebuchadnezzar dreamed dreams, wherewith his spirit was troubled, and his sleep brake from him.

2 Then the king commanded to call the magicians, and the astrologers, and the sorcerers, and the Chaldeans, for to shew the king his dreams. So they came and stood before the king.

3 And the king said unto them, I have dreamed a dream, and my spirit was troubled to know the dream.

4 Then spake the Chaldeans to the king in Syriack, O king, live for ever: tell thy servants the dream, and we will shew the interpretation.

5 The king answered and said to the Chaldeans, The thing is gone from me: if ye will not make known unto me the dream, with the interpretation thereof, ye shall be cut in pieces, and your houses shall be made a dunghill.

6 But if ye shew the dream, and the interpretation thereof, ye shall receive of me gifts and rewards and great honour: therefore shew me the dream, and the interpretation thereof.

7 They answered again and said, Let the king tell his servants the dream, and we will shew the interpretation of it.

8 The king answered and said, I know of certainty that ye would gain the time, because ye see the thing is gone from me.

9 But if ye will not make known unto me the dream, there is but one decree for you: for ye have prepared lying and corrupt words to speak before me, till the time be changed: therefore tell me the dream, and I shall know that ye can shew me the interpretation thereof.

10 The Chaldeans answered before the king, and said, There is not a man upon the earth that can shew the king's matter: therefore there is no king, lord, nor ruler, that asked such things at any magician, or astrologer, or Chaldean.

11 And it is a rare thing that the king requireth, and there is none other that can shew it before the king, except the gods, whose dwelling is not with flesh.

12 For this cause the king was angry and very furious, and commanded to destroy all the wise men of Babylon.

13 And the decree went forth that the wise men should be slain; and they sought Daniel and his fellows to be slain.

14 Then Daniel answered with counsel and wisdom to Arioch the captain of the king's guard, which was gone forth to slay the wise men of Babylon:

15 He answered and said to Arioch the king's captain, Why is the decree so hasty from the king? Then Arioch made the thing known to Daniel.

16 Then Daniel went in, and desired of the king that he would give him time, and that he would shew the king the interpretation.

17 Then Daniel went to his house, and made the thing known to Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah, his companions:

18 That they would desire mercies of the God of heaven concerning this secret; that Daniel and his fellows should not perish with the rest of the wise men of Babylon.

19 Then was the secret revealed unto Daniel in a night vision. Then Daniel blessed the God of heaven.

20 Daniel answered and said, Blessed be the name of God for ever and ever: for wisdom and might are his:

21 And he changeth the times and the seasons: he removeth kings, and setteth up kings: he giveth wisdom unto the wise, and knowledge to them that know understanding:

22 He revealeth the deep and secret things: he knoweth what is in the darkness, and the light dwelleth with him.

23 I thank thee, and praise thee, O thou God of my fathers, who hast given me wisdom and might, and hast made known unto me now what we desired of thee: for thou hast now made known unto us the king's matter.

24 Therefore Daniel went in unto Arioch, whom the king had ordained to destroy the wise men of Babylon: he went and said thus unto him; Destroy not the wise men of Babylon: bring me in before the king, and I will shew unto the king the interpretation.

25 Then Arioch brought in Daniel before the king in haste and said thus unto him, I have found a man of the captives of Judah, that will make known unto the king the interpretation.

26 The king answered and said to Daniel, whose name was Belteshazzar, Art thou able to make known unto me the dream which I have seen, and the interpretation thereof?

27 Daniel answered in the presence of the king, and said, The secret which the king hath demanded cannot the wise men, the astrologers, the magicians, the soothsayers, shew unto the king;

28 But there is a God in heaven that revealeth secrets, and maketh known to the king Nebuchadnezzar what shall be in the latter days. Thy dream, and the visions of thy head upon thy bed, are these;

29 As for thee, O king, thy thoughts came into thy mind upon thy bed, what should come to pass hereafter: and he that revealeth secrets maketh known to thee what shall come to pass.

30 But as for me, this secret is not revealed to me for any wisdom that I have more than any living, but for their sakes that shall make known the interpretation to the king, and that thou mightest know the thoughts of thy heart.

31 Thou, O king, sawest, and behold a great image. This great image, whose brightness was excellent, stood before thee; and the form thereof was terrible.

32 This image's head was of fine gold, his breast and his arms of silver, his belly and his thighs of brass,

33 His legs of iron, his feet part of iron and part of clay.

34 Thou sawest till that a stone was cut out without hands, which smote the image upon his feet that were of iron and clay, and brake them to pieces.

35 Then was the iron, the clay, the brass, the silver, and the gold, broken to pieces together, and became like the chaff of the summer threshingfloors; and the wind carried them away, that no place was found for them: and the stone that smote the image became a great mountain, and filled the whole earth.

36 This is the dream; and we will tell the interpretation thereof before the king.

37 Thou, O king, art a king of kings: for the God of heaven hath given thee a kingdom, power, and strength, and glory.

38 And wheresoever the children of men dwell, the beasts of the field and the fowls of the heaven hath he given into thine hand, and hath made thee ruler over them all. Thou art this head of gold.

39 And after thee shall arise another kingdom inferior to thee, and another third kingdom of brass, which shall bear rule over all the earth.

40 And the fourth kingdom shall be strong as iron: forasmuch as iron breaketh in pieces and subdueth all things: and as iron that breaketh all these, shall it break in pieces and bruise.

41 And whereas thou sawest the feet and toes, part of potters' clay, and part of iron, the kingdom shall be divided; but there shall be in it of the strength of the iron, forasmuch as thou sawest the iron mixed with miry clay.

42 And as the toes of the feet were part of iron, and part of clay, so the kingdom shall be partly strong, and partly broken.

43 And whereas thou sawest iron mixed with miry clay, they shall mingle themselves with the seed of men: but they shall not cleave one to another, even as iron is not mixed with clay.

44 And in the days of these kings shall the God of heaven set up a kingdom, which shall never be destroyed: and the kingdom shall not be left to other people, but it shall break in pieces and consume all these kingdoms, and it shall stand for ever.

45 Forasmuch as thou sawest that the stone was cut out of the mountain without hands, and that it brake in pieces the iron, the brass, the clay, the silver, and the gold; the great God hath made known to the king what shall come to pass hereafter: and the dream is certain, and the interpretation thereof sure.

46 Then the king Nebuchadnezzar fell upon his face, and worshipped Daniel, and commanded that they should offer an oblation and sweet odours unto him.

47 The king answered unto Daniel, and said, Of a truth it is, that your God is a God of gods, and a Lord of kings, and a revealer of secrets, seeing thou couldest reveal this secret.

48 Then the king made Daniel a great man, and gave him many great gifts, and made him ruler over the whole province of Babylon, and chief of the governors over all the wise men of Babylon.

49 Then Daniel requested of the king, and he set Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego, over the affairs of the province of Babylon: but Daniel sat in the gate of the king.

Outline 2:
(Nebuchadnezzar's prophetic dream and the interpretation.)
I.
Nebuchadnezzar's dream and the futile search for an interpretation.  (1-11)

A.
In the second year of the reign of Nebuchadnezzar, he dreamed a dream that 


troubled his spirit and made him sleepless.


B.
Then the king commanded that the magicians, astrologers, sorcerers, and 



Chaldeans be called to interpret his dreams.  So they came and stood before the 


king.



1.
And the king said unto them, I have dreamed a dream and my spirit was 



troubled to know (and understand) the dream.



2.
Then the Chaldeans spoke to the king in Syriack, O king, live forever: tell 



your servants the dream and we will show the interpretation.



3.
The king answered and said to the Chaldeans:




a.
The thing is gone from me (meaning he either had forgotten the 




dream or he was doing this to test the wise men).



b.
If you will not make known unto me the dream with the 





interpretation thereof, you shall be cut in pieces and your houses 




shall be made a dunghill.




c.
But if you show the dream and the interpretation thereof, you shall 




receive from me gifts, rewards, and great honor.




d.
Therefore show me the dream and the interpretation thereof.



4.
They answered again and said, Let the king tell his servants the dream, 



and we will show the interpretation of it.


5.
The king answered and said:




a.
I know of certainty that you would gain time, because you see 




the thing is gone from me.




b.
But if you will not make known the dream to me, there is but one 




decree 
for you--death.




c.
For you have prepared lying and corrupt words to speak before me, 



until the time be changed.




d.
Therefore tell me the dream and I shall know that you can show 




me the 
interpretation thereof.



6.
The Chaldeans answered the king, and said:




a.
There is not a man upon the earth that can show the king's matter.




b.
There is no king, lord, nor ruler that have asked such things of any 




magician, astrologer, or Chaldean.




c.
It is a rare thing that the king requires and there is no one that 




can show it to the king except the gods, whose dwelling is not 




with flesh.
II.
A decree of death.  (12-13)

A.
For this cause the king was angry and very furious.


B.
He commanded that all the wise men of Babylon to be destroyed.


C.
And the decree went forth that the wise men should be slain.


D.
And they sought Daniel and his fellows also to be slain.
III.
Daniel's appeal.  (14-16)

A.
Then Daniel answered with counsel and wisdom to Arioch the captain of the 


king's guard, which had gone forth to slay the wise men of Babylon.

B.
Daniel said to Arioch the king's captain, "Why is the decree so hasty from the 


king?" Then Arioch made the thing known to Daniel.


C.
Then Daniel went in and desired that the king would give him time, and then 


he would show the king the interpretation.
IV.
Daniel's preparation for his appearance before the king.  (17-23)


A.
Then Daniel went to his house, and made the thing known to Hananiah, Mishael, 


and Azariah, his companions:



1.
That they would seek and desire the mercies of the God of heaven 




concerning this secret.



2.
That Daniel and his fellows should not perish with the rest of the wise men 


of Babylon.



3.
Then the secret was revealed unto Daniel in a night vision. 

B.
Then Daniel blessed the God of heaven saying:


1.
Blessed be the name of God forever and ever.



2.
Wisdom and might are His.


3.
He changes the times and the seasons.



4.
He removes kings and sets up kings.



5.
He gives wisdom unto the wise and knowledge to them that know 




understanding.


6.
He reveals the deep and secret things.



7.
He knows what is in the darkness.



8.
The light dwells with Him.



9.
I thank You and praise You, oh God of my fathers:




a.
You have given me wisdom and might.




b.
You have made known unto me now what we desired of 





You.




c.
You have now made known unto us the king's matter.
V.
Daniel appears before the king.  (24-28)


A.
Therefore Daniel went in unto Arioch, whom the king had ordained to destroy the 

wise men of Babylon.


B.
Daniel said to him, "Do not destroy the wise men of Babylon: bring me in before 


the king and I will show him the interpretation."

C.
Then Arioch brought Daniel before the king in haste and said thus unto him, "I 


have found a man of the captives of Judah, that will make known unto the king 


the interpretation."

D.
The king answered and said to Daniel, whose name was Belteshazzar, "Are you 


able to make known unto me the dream which I have seen and the interpretation 


thereof?"

E.
Daniel answered in the presence of the king, and said:



1.
The secret which the king has demanded the wise men, astrologers, 



magicians, and soothsayers cannot show unto the king.


2.
But there is a God in heaven that reveals secrets and makes known to  



King Nebuchadnezzar what shall be in the latter days. 
VI.
The revelation of the dream. Your dream and the visions of your head upon your bed, are 
these.  (28-36)

A.
As for you, Oh king, your thoughts came into your mind upon your bed, what 


should come to pass hereafter.



1.
He that reveals secrets now makes known to you what shall come to pass.



2.
But as for me, this secret is not revealed to me for any wisdom that I have 



more than any other person living.



3.
The interpretation shall be made known to the king for the people's sake 



and that you might know the thoughts of your heart.


B.
You saw a great image.



1.
This great image, whose brightness was excellent, stood before you and 



the form thereof was terrible.



2.
The image's head was of fine gold, his breast and his arms of silver, his 



belly and his thighs of brass, his legs of iron, and his feet part iron and part 


clay.



3.
You saw a stone cut out without hands which smote the image upon the 



feet of iron and clay and broke them to pieces.




a.
Then the iron, clay, brass, silver, and gold broke to pieces together.




b.
They became like the chaff of the summer threshing floors.




c.
The wind carried them away so that no trace of him was found.




d. 
The stone that smote the image became a great mountain and filled 



the whole earth.


C.
This is the dream.  And now we will tell the interpretation.
VII.
The interpretation of the dream.  (37-45)


A.
You, oh king, are a king of kings: for the God of heaven has given you a 



kingdom, power, strength, and glory.


B.
And wherever the children of men, the beasts of the field, and the fowls of 


the heaven dwell He has given it into your hand and has made you ruler over them 

all. 


C.
You are the head of gold.


D.
After you shall arise another second kingdom inferior to you (represented by 


silver).


E.
Another third kingdom of brass shall bear rule over all the earth (represented by 


bronze) 

F.
The fourth kingdom shall be strong as iron: 


1.
Forasmuch as iron breaks in pieces and subdues all things.



2.
And as iron that breaks all these, it shall break in pieces and bruise.


G.
The feet and toes you saw that were part of potters' clay and part of iron means 


that the fourth kingdom shall be divided.



1.
But there shall be in it the strength of the iron, as you saw the iron 




mixed with miry clay.



2.
And as the toes of the feet were part of iron and part of clay, so the 




kingdom shall be partly strong and partly broken.



3.
And whereas you saw iron mixed with miry clay, they shall mingle 



themselves with the seed of men.



4.
But they shall not cleave to one another, even as iron is not mixed with 



clay.


H.
And in the days of these kings shall the God of heaven set up a kingdom, which 


shall never be destroyed.



1.
And the kingdom shall not be left to other people, but it shall break in 



pieces and consume all these kingdoms, and it shall stand for ever.



2.
Forasmuch as you saw that the stone was cut out of the mountain without 



hands and broke in pieces the iron, the brass, the clay, the silver, and the 



gold:  The great God has made known to the king what shall come to pass 



in the future.



3.
The dream is certain and the interpretation thereof sure.
VIII.
The king's response.  (46-49)

A.
Then King Nebuchadnezzar fell upon his face and worshipped Daniel and 



commanded that they should offer an oblation and sweet odors unto him.


B.
The king answered Daniel and said, "Of a truth it is, that your God is a God 


of gods, and a Lord of kings, and a revealer of secrets, seeing that you could 


reveal this secret."

C.
Then the king made Daniel a great man:



1.
He gave him many great gifts.



2.
He made him ruler over the whole province of Babylon.



3.
He made him chief of the governors over all the wise men of Babylon.


D.
Then Daniel requested that the king set Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego 


over the affairs of the province of Babylon.


E.
But Daniel sat in the gate of the king.
COMMENTARY ON CHAPTER TWO


We were first introduced to Nebuchadnezzar in chapter one when Judah was taken captive in Babylon where they remained for 70 years.  Nebuchadnezzar was king of the Babylonian empire which was sometimes called Shinar or the land of the Chaldeans.   He was the most famous of all the kings at that time, ruling over the first world empire of the then-known world.   

We will learn much more about him in the next few chapters of Daniel.  In this chapter, Nebuchadnezzar receives a great prophetic dream. In Daniel 3, however, we see him rebelling against the prophecy by creating an idol, requiring worship of it, and killing those who would not comply.  Daniel 4 contains Nebuchadnezzar's testimony of how God dealt with him and finally brought him to acknowledge the one true God.  By Daniel chapter 5, Nebuchadnezzar has been seceded by King Belshazzar who is ruling the kingdom with complete disregard to the lessons learned by Nebuchadnezzar.
Nebuchadnezzar's Dream

And The Futile Search For An Interpretation

Daniel 2:1-11
And in the second year of the reign of Nebuchadnezzar Nebuchadnezzar dreamed dreams, wherewith his spirit was troubled, and his sleep brake from him. Then the king commanded to call the magicians, and the astrologers, and the sorcerers, and the Chaldeans, for to shew the king his dreams. So they came and stood before the king. And the king said unto them, I have dreamed a dream, and my spirit was troubled to know the dream. Then spake the Chaldeans to the king in Syriack, O king, live for ever: tell thy servants the dream, and we will shew the interpretation. The king answered and said to the Chaldeans, The thing is gone from me: if ye will not make known unto me the dream, with the interpretation thereof, ye shall be cut in pieces, and your houses shall be made a dunghill. But if ye shew the dream, and the interpretation thereof, ye shall receive of me gifts and rewards and great honour: therefore shew me the dream, and the interpretation thereof. They answered again and said, Let the king tell his servants the dream, and we will shew the interpretation of it. The king answered and said, I know of certainty that ye would gain the time, because ye see the thing is gone from me. But if ye will not make known unto me the dream, there is but one decree for you: for ye have prepared lying and corrupt words to speak before me, till the time be changed: therefore tell me the dream, and I shall know that ye can shew me the interpretation thereof. The Chaldeans answered before the king, and said, There is not a man upon the earth that can shew the king's matter: therefore there is no king, lord, nor ruler, that asked such things at any magician, or astrologer, or Chaldean.  And it is a rare thing that the king requireth, and there is none other that can shew it before the king, except the gods, whose dwelling is not with flesh. (Daniel 2:1-11)

The Bible reveals that God uses many methods to speak to people including His Word, visions, prophetic words, and dreams.  Jeremiah 23:25-32 reveals that not all dreams are from God, but the dream recorded in this chapter was definitely from Him.


It was in the second year of his reign that King Nebuchadnezzar had a dream that troubled him and prevented him from sleeping.   He immediately called all the magicians, astrologers,  sorcerers, and Chaldeans and asked them to show him the meaning of his dream.  The text mentions four classes of wise men, all of which are related to the occult.  Magicians used deceptive illusions and black magic.  Astrologers used horoscopes to tell the future.  Sorcerers cast evil spells and Chaldean diviners talked to the dead.  That reveals why Nebuchadnezzar had spiritual problems and also reflects the type of environment in which the four Hebrews lived!  Interestingly enough, these are all components of the occult which are still in operation today.

When the so-called wise men were assembled, the king said to them, "I had a dream and my spirit is troubled. I need to know the meaning of the dream."

The Chaldeans said, "Tell us the dream and we will give you the interpretation."


"The thing is gone from me," said the king.  Either Nebuchadnezzar had forgotten the dream or else he didn't have confidence in his wise men and wanted to see just how much knowledge they had.  Could they reveal the dream as well as the interpretation?  If they could reveal the dream, then he could trust their interpretation.

Nebuchadnezzar then declared, "If you will not make known both the dream and the interpretation, you shall be cut in pieces and your houses shall be made a dunghill."  Do you think Nebuchadnezzar might have had an anger issue?  Then he added, "But if you reveal both the dream and the interpretation, you shall receive gifts, rewards, and great honor." Again, the Chaldeans said, "Tell us the dream and we will interpret it."  Again, the king refused.  

Nebuchadnezzar finally declared, "I know you are stalling for time but if you will not reveal the dream and interpretation to me, there is but one decree for you:  Death!  You have prepared lying and corrupt words to speak before me.  So tell me the dream and then I will know you can give me the correct interpretation."

The Chaldeans answered the king and said, "There is not a man upon the earth that can do this!  There is no king, lord, nor ruler, that has asked such a thing of any magician, astrologer, or Chaldean.  It is a rare thing that the king requires and there is no one that can do this except the gods, and they don't dwell with human flesh."  


This is what the world says when faced with an impossible situation.  "There is no hope.  It is terminal. Things cannot change.  No one can do this."  With the power of Almighty God, however, nothing is impossible (Luke 1:37)!  What man cannot do, God can do.
A Decree Of Death
Daniel 2:12-13

 For this cause the king was angry and very furious, and commanded to destroy all the wise men of Babylon. And the decree went forth that the wise men should be slain; and they sought Daniel and his fellows to be slain. (Daniel 2:12-13)

This answer made the king very angry, so he commanded that all the wise men of Babylon be slain.  The decree included Daniel and his three friends also, although they had not been present for this meeting with the king and they certainly did not derive their wisdom from the occult.

Daniel's Appeal
Daniel 2:14-16

Then Daniel answered with counsel and wisdom to Arioch the captain of the king's guard, which was gone forth to slay the wise men of Babylon: He answered and said to Arioch the king's captain, Why is the decree so hasty from the king? Then Arioch made the thing known to Daniel.  Then Daniel went in, and desired of the king that he would give him time, and that he would shew the king the interpretation. (Daniel 2:14-16)

When Daniel heard about the king's death sentence for the wise men of Babylon, he asked Arioch, the captain of the king's guard, "Why is the decree from the king so hasty?"  Arioch told Daniel about the king's dream and the failure of the wise men to interpret it.  Then Daniel asked that the king give him some time, promising that he would tell both the dream and its interpretation.  Do you have that kind of confidence in God?
Daniel's Preparation For His
Appearance Before The King
Daniel 2:17-23

 Then Daniel went to his house, and made the thing known to Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah, his companions: That they would desire mercies of the God of heaven concerning this secret; that Daniel and his fellows should not perish with the rest of the wise men of Babylon.  Then was the secret revealed unto Daniel in a night vision. Then Daniel blessed the God of heaven. Daniel answered and said, Blessed be the name of God for ever and ever: for wisdom and might are his: And he changeth the times and the seasons: he removeth kings, and setteth up kings: he giveth wisdom unto the wise, and knowledge to them that know understanding: He revealeth the deep and secret things: he knoweth what is in the darkness, and the light dwelleth with him I thank thee, and praise thee, O thou God of my fathers, who hast given me wisdom and might, and hast made known unto me now what we desired of thee: for thou hast now made known unto us the king's matter. (Daniel 2:17-23)

After being granted some time, Daniel went to his house and told Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah--his companions--what was happening.  Together, they sought the mercies of the God of heaven--the true God--concerning the dream so that they would not perish with the rest of the wise men of Babylon.  They didn't try to come up with an escape plan.  They didn't organize civil resistance. They sought God.

When you are facing a humanly impossible situation, only divine direction from God will suffice.  Take time to seek Him for wisdom before you face some situation unprepared.
Often, when God opens a door of opportunity, we rush in without seeking His wisdom and guidance.  Without divine knowledge of the dream and its meaning, Daniel would have perished along with the Chaldeans.  Daniel sought permission, prepared, prayed, and praised God for the answer. Just because God opens a door does not mean you should rush right in to take advantage of it.  Wait until you are spiritually prepared and ready to meet the challenges of that opportunity.


Finally, the dream and its interpretation was revealed to Daniel in a night vision and he praised God for the answer.  Daniel began his praise by acknowledging the power of the name of God.  The various names of God in the Bible represent His nature and revealed character.  They are not mere labels or titles.


Daniel attributes to God the qualities of wisdom, power, sovereignty, and knowledge.  He acknowledged that God changes the times and the seasons, removes and sets up leaders, and gives wisdom and knowledge.  He declared that it is God who reveals secret things and knows what is obscured because light dwells with Him.  Daniel concluded his prayer by giving thanks to the God of his fathers who had given him wisdom and might and answered their petition in regards to the king's matter.


Daniel's prayer reveals many attributes of God that confirm He is our faithful resource in difficult times.  If you wait before Him, He will reveal secrets, give wisdom, and provide understanding.  He will make known to you whatever is needed for the task ahead.

Daniel said God had granted "what we desired".  What do you desire from God?  What are you asking Him for?  The Bible declares, "...ye have not because ye ask not" (James 4:2).

Daniel Appears Before The King
Daniel 2:24-28

Therefore Daniel went in unto Arioch, whom the king had ordained to destroy the wise men of Babylon: he went and said thus unto him; Destroy not the wise men of Babylon: bring me in before the king, and I will shew unto the king the interpretation. Then Arioch brought in Daniel before the king in haste and said thus unto him, I have found a man of the captives of Judah, that will make known unto the king the interpretation. The king answered and said to Daniel, whose name was Belteshazzar, Art thou able to make known unto me the dream which I have seen, and the interpretation thereof? Daniel answered in the presence of the king, and said, The secret which the king hath demanded cannot the wise men, the astrologers, the magicians, the soothsayers, shew unto the king; But there is a God in heaven that revealeth secrets, and maketh known to the king Nebuchadnezzar what shall be in the latter days. Thy dream, and the visions of thy head upon thy bed, are these...(Daniel 2:24-28)

When Daniel had his answer from God, he went to Arioch, the man whom the king had ordained to destroy the wise men of Babylon.  Daniel told Arioch not to kill the wise men, but to bring him before the king so he could reveal the dream and its interpretation.

 Arioch immediately brought Daniel before the king and said, "I have found a man of the captives of Judah, that will make known unto the king the interpretation."  Arioch was trying to take credit, but Daniel ignored his attempt and made it clear that it was God who should receive credit. 

The king asked Daniel, "Are you able to reveal to me both the dream and the interpretation?"


Daniel replied, "The secret which the wise men, astrologers, magicians, and soothsayers cannot show the king--there is a  God in heaven that reveals secrets."   Aren't you glad there is a God in heaven that knows everything?  He knows about you, your past, present, and future.  


Daniel informed the king that he could interpret what the other wise men could not.  The people of the world can't understand the things of God.  They must be understood with a spiritual mind.

Many people are tempted to take credit for their gifts and talents, but not Daniel.  He gave credit to God, who is the true source of all of our abilities.  The Apostle Paul reminded us that all we have is from God:

For who makes you different from anyone else? What do you have that you did not receive? And if you did receive it, why do you boast as though you did not?  
(1 Corinthians 4:7, NIV)


"God is revealing to you what shall be in the latter days," said Daniel by way of introduction to the interpretation of the dream.  The "latter days" as used here refers to the time from Nebuchadnezzar through the second coming of Jesus Christ, as we will learn in the subsequent revelations in the book of Daniel.
The Revelation Of The Dream
Daniel 2:28-36

Thy dream, and the visions of thy head upon thy bed are these:  As for thee, O king, thy thoughts came into thy mind upon thy bed, what should come to pass hereafter: and he that revealeth secrets maketh known to thee what shall come to pass. But as for me, this secret is not revealed to me for any wisdom that I have more than any living, but for their sakes that shall make known the interpretation to the king, and that thou mightest know the thoughts of thy heart. Thou, O king, sawest, and behold a great image. This great image, whose brightness was excellent, stood before thee; and the form thereof was terrible. This image's head was of fine gold, his breast and his arms of silver, his belly and his thighs of brass, His legs of iron, his feet part of iron and part of clay. Thou sawest till that a stone was cut out without hands, which smote the image upon his feet that were of iron and clay, and brake them to pieces.  Then was the iron, the clay, the brass, the silver, and the gold, broken to pieces together, and became like the chaff of the summer threshingfloors; and the wind carried them away, that no place was found for them: and the stone that smote the image became a great mountain, and filled the whole earth. This is the dream; and we will tell the interpretation thereof before the king. (Daniel 2:28-36)

In verses 28-36, we have a summary of the content of the king's dream.  Then in verses 37-45, the interpretation is given.  We will look at the dream first, and then let Daniel give us the interpretation.   

Daniel made it clear that the God who reveals secrets was making known to the king what would occur in the future.  Daniel emphasized that the dream and its interpretation was not given to him because he was wiser than other people, but that it was being revealed for the sake of the people and so that the king might understand the condition of his own heart.

The first thing we learn about Nebuchadnezzar's dream is that it concerns events that are to occur in the future--"what should come to pass hereafter."  From our perspective now, many of the events revealed in the dream are historical. At the time of the interpretation of this dream, however, it was all a prophetic revelation of the future. 


In his dream, Nebuchadnezzar saw a great, bright image.  The head of the image was made of fine gold, his breast and arms of silver, his belly and thighs of brass, his legs of iron, and its feet part iron and part clay.  In this land of idolatry, God used the dream of an image to communicate His message to Nebuchadnezzar.


Next,  Nebuchadnezzar saw a stone cut out without hands which smote the image upon its feet of iron and clay and broke them to pieces.  Then the iron, clay, brass, silver, and gold broke in pieces and became like the chaff of the summer threshing floors. The wind carried them away so that no trace of them was found. Then the stone that smote the image became a great mountain and filled the whole earth.

The Interpretation Of The Dream
Daniel 2:37-45

Thou, O king, art a king of kings: for the God of heaven hath given thee a kingdom, power, and strength, and glory. And wheresoever the children of men dwell, the beasts of the field and the fowls of the heaven hath he given into thine hand, and hath made thee ruler over them all. Thou art this head of gold. And after thee shall arise another kingdom inferior to thee, and another third kingdom of brass, which shall bear rule over all the earth. And the fourth kingdom shall be strong as iron: forasmuch as iron breaketh in pieces and subdueth all things: and as iron that breaketh all these, shall it break in pieces and bruise. And whereas thou sawest the feet and toes, part of potters' clay, and part of iron, the kingdom shall be divided; but there shall be in it of the strength of the iron, forasmuch as thou sawest the iron mixed with miry clay. And as the toes of the feet were part of iron, and part of clay, so the kingdom shall be partly strong, and partly broken. And whereas thou sawest iron mixed with miry clay, they shall mingle themselves with the seed of men: but they shall not cleave one to another, even as iron is not mixed with clay. And in the days of these kings shall the God of heaven set up a kingdom, which shall never be destroyed: and the kingdom shall not be left to other people, but it shall break in pieces and consume all these kingdoms, and it shall stand for ever. Forasmuch as thou sawest that the stone was cut out of the mountain without hands, and that it brake in pieces the iron, the brass, the clay, the silver, and the gold; the great God hath made known to the king what shall come to pass hereafter: and the dream is certain, and the interpretation thereof sure. (Daniel 2:37-45)

The fact that Daniel was able to tell the dream to Nebuchadnezzar accurately instilled confidence that the interpretation would be true. The interpretation that Daniel gave is now amplified by our knowledge of what was verified historically in the following centuries. 


The statue represents the time of the Gentiles--the entire record of world history--from the time of Nebuchadnezzar to the coming of the Kingdom of God.  All of this was in the future at the time of Daniel.  Much of it is history to us, and the fact that a lot of it has been fulfilled assures us that the balance will be fulfilled. 


The head of gold represented Nebuchadnezzar and the Babylonian kingdom of that time.  Daniel told Nebuchadnezzar that his kingdom, power, strength, and glory were all God-given.  Wherever the children of men, the beasts of the field, and the fowls of  the heaven dwelt, God had made Nebuchadnezzar ruler over all of them.  Nebuchadnezzar's rule was universal in the then-known world and he was the king of earthly kings (see also Jeremiah 27:5-7).

The breast and arms of silver represented a divided  kingdom that would follow that of Babylon.  We now know that this was the Median-Persian empire.  We will learn in Daniel chapter 5 how Cyrus the Great of Persia invaded and defeated Babylon.


The belly and thighs of brass represented the next kingdom to follow, which we now know was Greece led by Alexander the Great. The separation of legs actually starts in the thighs and most likely refers to the twofold division of the last period of Alexander's empire into the powers of Syria and Egypt. 

The legs of iron represented a fourth kingdom that would subdue all things, break any opposition in pieces, and subdue other kingdoms.  History confirms that this was the ruthless kingdom of Rome which extended over the Mediterranean area as well as western Asia.  The meaning of the two legs of Rome is a geographic reference, as Rome had two distinct provinces.

The feet and toes of part clay and part iron revealed that this kingdom--Rome--would be partly strong and partly broken.  They would mingle, but not cleave to one another, even as iron does not mix well with clay.  During the fourth and fifth centuries A.D., Rome was divided into several distinct kingdoms which gained independent power.  These kingdoms, which later became the nations of Europe as we know them today, have remained divided to the time of this writing.  

There have been many who have tried to form another world kingdom, but they have not succeeded.  That was one of the original missions of the Catholic church and of Charlemagne and Napoleon.  Hitler and Mussolini attempted to form a world government, but they also failed.  The final world empire that will be ruled by the Antichrist will not emerge until God is ready for it to appear.

Note that in each succeeding kingdom represented in the statue there is a deterioration of quality and cohesion.  Do we not see this evident in modern countries--more ungodliness, less quality of life for the people, and a lack of cohesion within the nations?  We are still living in the time of the toes, an era of division and lack of cohesion as illustrated in the iron and clay. There is also an increasing hardness in each successive kingdom.  Silver is harder than gold, brass is harder than silver, and iron is the hardest of the metals listed.  The nations became progressively stronger, but of less value. 

A prophetic gap occurs at this point in the prophecy.  While the entire prophecy was in the future at the time of Daniel, much of it is history for us.  The remainder of the prophecy, however, is yet to be fulfilled.

The stone cut out of the mountain broke in pieces all the other kingdoms of iron, brass, clay, silver, and gold. These are the facts we are given about the stone:


-It was cut out without hands.


-It was cut out of the mountains.


-It smote the image on the feet.


-It pulverized all the other kingdoms and the wind swept away their remains.


-It became a great mountain.


We discover the identity of this stone from other passages in the Bible.  The "stone" refers to Jesus Christ and His kingdom.  


-Jesus is called a spiritual rock: 1 Corinthians 10:4.

-He is called the rejected stone, meaning He was rejected by man:  Matthew 21:42. 
 
-He is called the cornerstone: 1 Peter 2:6-8.

-He is called the stumbling stone because some people stumble over the revelation of 
 
 Christ instead of accepting it: Romans 9:33.

-He is the foundation stone: Ephesians 2:20; Isaiah 28:16.

-He is the smiting stone: Daniel 2:34-36; Matthew 21:44.

Jesus Christ will return to this earth someday to establish the Kingdom of God.  Since all other kingdoms will eventually be destroyed, we should invest our efforts in the heavenly kingdom (Matthew 5:13-16; 6:19-21 and 25-33).


What a tremendous vision!  The entire framework of future history is given in this prophetic revelation--from the time of  Nebuchadnezzar's kingdom to the future arrival of the Kingdom of God.



-The Babylonian empire: 606 B.C.



-The Median-Persian empire: 538 B.C.



-The Grecian empire: 330 B.C.



-The Roman empire: 63 B.C.



-A prophetic gap of unknown time.



-The ten European nations federation arising out of the former Roman empire.



-The final empire, the Kingdom of God.


After this tremendous revelation, Daniel confirmed that the prophecy was sent by God to make known to the king what would occur in the future.  "The dream is certain," declared Daniel, "and the interpretation sure." 


This dream reveals that God is in control of history.  It also confirms that conditions in this world will not get better, but will deteriorate.  We also learn from this revelation that we will be delivered not by a process, but by a person and His promise:  Jesus Christ and the prophetic word regarding the Kingdom of God.

The King's Response
Daniel 2:46-49

Then the king Nebuchadnezzar fell upon his face, and worshipped Daniel, and commanded that they should offer an oblation and sweet odours unto him. The king answered unto Daniel, and said, Of a truth it is, that your God is a God of gods, and a Lord of kings, and a revealer of secrets, seeing thou couldest reveal this secret. Then the king made Daniel a great man, and gave him many great gifts, and made him ruler over the whole province of Babylon, and chief of the governors over all the wise men of Babylon. Then Daniel requested of the king, and he set Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego, over the affairs of the province of Babylon: but Daniel sat in the gate of the king. (Daniel 2:46-49)

When Daniel completed the interpretation of the dream, Nebuchadnezzar fell on his face and worshipped,  paying tribute to Daniel's God and the fact that no other god could be greater.  He commanded that Daniel receive rewards, honor, and be made ruler over the whole province of Babylon and chief of the governors over all the wise men of Babylon.  Daniel was also given a position of honor at the king's gate.  


Then Daniel asked that the king set Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego over the affairs of the province of Babylon.  Daniel did not forget his dear friends who had joined him in seeking an answer and making his ministry possible.  When God blesses you, be sure to remember those who helped you along the way.  Maintain your spiritual relationships with other believers.  Many times, they will be more important and more of a blessing to you than your blood relationships.

In the closing words of this chapter, Nebuchadnezzar  acknowledges that "Of a truth, your God is a God of gods,  a Lord of kings, and a revealer of secrets." It is interesting that a confirmation of the Trinity comes from the mouth of this heathen king.  He acknowledges the true God, the Lord as the King of kings, and the revealer of secrets which, of course, is the ministry of the Holy Spirit. 


 Note also that Nebuchadnezzar called God  "your God",  meaning Daniel's God.  Nebuchadnezzar did not acknowledge the true God as his own god.  He issued a decree regarding God, but did not make a personal decision regarding Him.  We will witness the results of this omission in succeeding events recorded in the book of Daniel.
Study questions on chapter 2:
1.
In what year did Nebuchadnezzar have this dream? (1)

2.
How did Nebuchadnezzar respond to this dream?  (1)

3.
Who did the king call and for what purpose? (2-3)

4.
What was the response of the Chaldeans who appeared before the king? (4)

5.
What ultimatum did the king give to the Chaldeans?  (4-6)

6.
What appeal did the Chaldeans make in verse 7?

7.
What was the king's response to the Chaldeans request?  (8-9)

8.
How did the Chaldeans respond to the king's ultimatum?  (10-11)

9.
Why was the king angry and what command did he make regarding the wise men of 
Babylon? (12-13)

10.
When Daniel heard about the king's command, what did he do?  (14-16)

11.
With whom did Daniel share the news of the king's decree of death?  (17)

12.
What was the desire of these young men and the purpose of their prayer?  (18)

13.
How and from whom did Daniel learn the secret of the dream?  (19)

14.
Summarize Daniel's prayer in verses 20-23.



-What do you learn about God?



-Whom does God set up and remove at will?



-Who is in charge of the times and seasons?



-Who gives wisdom, knowledge, and reveals deep things?



-What dwells with God?



-Who revealed the king's matters to Daniel?

15.
What did Daniel say to Arioch? (24)

16.
What did Arioch tell the king in verse 25?

17.
Who did the king call for in verse 26 and what did he ask him?

18.
How did Daniel answer the king in verses 27-28?

19.
Who did Daniel credit for the interpretation of the dream? (28-30)

20.
Summarize the king's dream.  (31-36)

21.
According to verse 37, who was the source of King Nebuchadnezzar's kingdom, power, strength, and glory?

22.
Using verses 37-45 and the commentary, summarize the interpretation of the dream by


explaining the meaning of: 


-The head of gold.


-The breast and arms of silver.



-The belly and thighs of brass.



-The legs of iron.



-The feet of part iron and clay.



-The stone cut out without hands.



-The smiting of the image.



-The kingdom that shall never be destroyed.



-When the final kingdom shall be set up.



-The stone that became great and filled the earth.

23.
What was King Nebuchadnezzar's response when Daniel finished interpreting the dream?  
(46-48)
24.
What was Daniel's request in behalf of his friends? (49)

25.
What did you learn in this chapter to apply to your life and ministry?

Daniel 3

1 Nebuchadnezzar the king made an image of gold, whose height was threescore cubits, and the breadth thereof six cubits: he set it up in the plain of Dura, in the province of Babylon.

2 Then Nebuchadnezzar the king sent to gather together the princes, the governors, and the captains, the judges, the treasurers, the counsellors, the sheriffs, and all the rulers of the provinces, to come to the dedication of the image which Nebuchadnezzar the king had set up.

3 Then the princes, the governors, and captains, the judges, the treasurers, the counsellors, the sheriffs, and all the rulers of the provinces, were gathered together unto the dedication of the image that Nebuchadnezzar the king had set up; and they stood before the image that Nebuchadnezzar had set up.

4 Then an herald cried aloud, To you it is commanded, O people, nations, and languages,

5 That at what time ye hear the sound of the cornet, flute, harp, sackbut, psaltery, dulcimer, and all kinds of musick, ye fall down and worship the golden image that Nebuchadnezzar the king hath set up:

6 And whoso falleth not down and worshippeth shall the same hour be cast into the midst of a burning fiery furnace.

7 Therefore at that time, when all the people heard the sound of the cornet, flute, harp, sackbut, psaltery, and all kinds of musick, all the people, the nations, and the languages, fell down and worshipped the golden image that Nebuchadnezzar the king had set up.

8 Wherefore at that time certain Chaldeans came near, and accused the Jews.

9 They spake and said to the king Nebuchadnezzar, O king, live for ever.

10 Thou, O king, hast made a decree, that every man that shall hear the sound of the cornet, flute, harp, sackbut, psaltery, and dulcimer, and all kinds of musick, shall fall down and worship the golden image:

11 And whoso falleth not down and worshippeth, that he should be cast into the midst of a burning fiery furnace.

12 There are certain Jews whom thou hast set over the affairs of the province of Babylon, Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego; these men, O king, have not regarded thee: they serve not thy gods, nor worship the golden image which thou hast set up.

13 Then Nebuchadnezzar in his rage and fury commanded to bring Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego. Then they brought these men before the king.

14 Nebuchadnezzar spake and said unto them, Is it true, O Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego, do not ye serve my gods, nor worship the golden image which I have set up?

15 Now if ye be ready that at what time ye hear the sound of the cornet, flute, harp, sackbut, psaltery, and dulcimer, and all kinds of musick, ye fall down and worship the image which I have made; well: but if ye worship not, ye shall be cast the same hour into the midst of a burning fiery furnace; and who is that God that shall deliver you out of my hands?

16 Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego, answered and said to the king, O Nebuchadnezzar, we are not careful to answer thee in this matter.

17 If it be so, our God whom we serve is able to deliver us from the burning fiery furnace, and he will deliver us out of thine hand, O king.

18 But if not, be it known unto thee, O king, that we will not serve thy gods, nor worship the golden image which thou hast set up.

19 Then was Nebuchadnezzar full of fury, and the form of his visage was changed against Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego: therefore he spake, and commanded that they should heat the furnace one seven times more than it was wont to be heated.

20 And he commanded the most mighty men that were in his army to bind Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego, and to cast them into the burning fiery furnace.

21 Then these men were bound in their coats, their hosen, and their hats, and their other garments, and were cast into the midst of the burning fiery furnace.

22 Therefore because the king's commandment was urgent, and the furnace exceeding hot, the flame of the fire slew those men that took up Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego.

23 And these three men, Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego, fell down bound into the midst of the burning fiery furnace.

24 Then Nebuchadnezzar the king was astonied, and rose up in haste, and spake, and said unto his counsellors, Did not we cast three men bound into the midst of the fire? They answered and said unto the king, True, O king.

25 He answered and said, Lo, I see four men loose, walking in the midst of the fire, and they have no hurt; and the form of the fourth is like the Son of God.

26 Then Nebuchadnezzar came near to the mouth of the burning fiery furnace, and spake, and said, Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego, ye servants of the most high God, come forth, and come hither. Then Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego, came forth of the midst of the fire.

27 And the princes, governors, and captains, and the king's counsellors, being gathered together, saw these men, upon whose bodies the fire had no power, nor was an hair of their head singed, neither were their coats changed, nor the smell of fire had passed on them.

28 Then Nebuchadnezzar spake, and said, Blessed be the God of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego, who hath sent his angel, and delivered his servants that trusted in him, and have changed the king's word, and yielded their bodies, that they might not serve nor worship any god, except their own God.

29 Therefore I make a decree, That every people, nation, and language, which speak any thing amiss against the God of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego, shall be cut in pieces, and their houses shall be made a dunghill: because there is no other God that can deliver after this sort.

30 Then the king promoted Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego, in the province of Babylon.

Outline 3:
(In Daniel 2,  Daniel's interpretation of Nebuchadnezzar's dream revealed that his kingdom would come to an end.  In Daniel 3,  Nebuchadnezzar creates an idol of gold, evidence that he believed that his kingdom would last forever and not be overthrown as Daniel had prophesied.).  

I.
The king's image and his command.  (1-7)


A.
Nebuchadnezzar the king made an image of gold:



1.
Its height was threescore cubits (90 feet tall).


2.
Its breadth was six cubits (nine feet wide).


3.
He set it up in the plain of Dura, in the province of Babylon.


B.
Then Nebuchadnezzar, the king, gathered together the princes, governors, 



captains, judges, treasurers, counselors, sheriffs, and all the rulers of the 



provinces to come to the dedication of the image which he had set up.


C.
Then the princes, governors, captains, judges, treasurers,  counselors,  sheriffs, 


and all the rulers of the provinces were gathered together for the dedication of 


the image that Nebuchadnezzar the king had set up and they stood there before the 

image.


D.
Then an herald cried aloud, To you it is commanded, oh people, nations, and 


languages:



1.
At what time you hear the sound of the cornet, flute, harp, sackbut, 



psaltery, dulcimer, and all kinds of music, you must fall down and worship 


the golden image that Nebuchadnezzar the king has set up.


2.
And whoever does not fall down and worship shall in the same hour be 



cast into the midst of a burning fiery furnace.


E.
Therefore at that time, when the people heard the sound of the cornet, flute, 


harp, sackbut, psaltery, and all kinds of music, all the people, the nations, and the 


languages, fell down and worshipped the golden image that Nebuchadnezzar the 


king had set up.

II.
Accusations against the three Hebrews. At that time certain Chaldeans came near and 
accused the Jews. (8-12)


A.
They spoke and said to King Nebuchadnezzar: Oh king, live forever. King, you 


have made a decree:



1.
That every man that shall hear the sound of the cornet, flute, harp, sackbut, 


psaltery, dulcimer, and all kinds of music, shall fall down and worship 



the golden image. 


2.
And whoever does not fall down and worship should be cast into the midst 


of a burning fiery furnace.


B.
There are certain Jews whom you have set over the affairs of the province of 


Babylon--Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego--these men, oh king, have not 


regarded you, they do not serve your gods, nor worship the golden image which 


you have set up.
III.
The king's response.  (13-15)

A.
Then Nebuchadnezzar in his rage and fury commanded them to bring Shadrach, 


Meshach, and Abednego. Then they brought these men before the king.


B.
Nebuchadnezzar spoke and said unto them, Is it true, oh Shadrach, Meshach, and 


Abednego, that you do not serve my gods, nor worship the golden image which I 


have set up?


C.
Now if you are ready that at what time you hear the sound of the cornet, flute, 


harp, sackbut, psaltery, and dulcimer, and all kinds of music to fall down and 


worship the image which I have made it will be well: but if you do not worship, 


you shall be cast the same hour into the midst of a burning fiery furnace; and who 


is that God that shall deliver you out of my hands?
IV.
An answer for the king.  Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, answered and said to the 
king:  (16-18)


A.
Oh Nebuchadnezzar, we are not careful to answer you in this matter.


B.
If it be so, our God whom we serve is able to deliver us from the burning fiery 


furnace, and He will deliver us out of your hand, oh king.


C.
But if not, be it known unto you, oh king, that we will not serve your gods, nor 


worship the golden image which you have set up.
V.
The fiery furnace.  (19-27)

A.
Then Nebuchadnezzar was full of fury and the form of his visage (the expression 


on his face reflecting his attitude toward them ) was changed against Shadrach, 


Meshach, and Abednego.


B.
Therefore he commanded that they should heat the furnace seven times more 


than it was usually heated.


C.
He commanded the most mighty men that were in his army to bind Shadrach, 


Meshach, and Abednego and cast them into the burning fiery furnace.


D.
Then these men were bound in their coats, their hose, their hats, and their other 


garments and were cast into the midst of the burning fiery furnace.


E.
Because the king's commandment was urgent and the furnace exceedingly hot, the 

flame of the fire killed those men that took up Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego.


F.
And these three men, Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, fell down bound into 


the midst of the burning fiery furnace.


G.
Then Nebuchadnezzar the king was astonished and rose up in haste, and spoke, 


and said unto his counselors:



1.
Did we not cast three men who were bound into the midst of the fire? 


2.
They answered and said unto the king, True, oh king.



3.
He answered and said, Lo, I see four men loose, walking in the midst of 



the fire, and they have no hurt; and the form of the fourth is like the Son of 


God.

H.
Then Nebuchadnezzar came near to the mouth of the burning fiery furnace and 


said, Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, you servants of the Most High God, 


come forth and come here. 

I.
Then Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego came forth out of the midst of the fire.


J.
And the princes, governors, captains, and the king's counselors gathered 



together and saw these men:



1.
Upon whose bodies the fire had no power.



2.
Nor was an hair of their head singed.



3.
Neither were their coats changed.



4.
Nor was the smell of fire upon them.
VI.
The king's decree.  (28-29)

A.
Then Nebuchadnezzar spoke, and said, Blessed be the God of Shadrach, 



Meshach, and Abednego, who has sent His angel and delivered His servants that 


trusted in Him, and have changed the king's word.


B.
They yielded their bodies, that they might not serve nor worship any god, except 


their own God.


C.
Therefore I make a decree, That every people, nation, and language, which speaks 

anything amiss against the God of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego shall be 


cut in pieces, and their houses shall be made a dunghill.


D.
Because there is no other God that can deliver after this sort.
VII.
A promotion. Then the king promoted Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, in the 
province of Babylon.  (30)
COMMENTARY ON CHAPTER THREE


Although this chapter is a historical account, it also has prophetic meaning.  In the end-times, the Antichrist will set up a false image, compel worship, and persecute those who do not comply just as Nebuchadnezzar did. 
The King's Image And His Command
Daniel 3:1-7
 Nebuchadnezzar the king made an image of gold, whose height was threescore cubits, and the breadth thereof six cubits: he set it up in the plain of Dura, in the province of Babylon.  Then Nebuchadnezzar the king sent to gather together the princes, the governors, and the captains, the judges, the treasurers, the counsellors, the sheriffs, and all the rulers of the provinces, to come to the dedication of the image which Nebuchadnezzar the king had set up. Then the princes, the governors, and captains, the judges, the treasurers, the counsellors, the sheriffs, and all the rulers of the provinces, were gathered together unto the dedication of the image that Nebuchadnezzar the king had set up; and they stood before the image that Nebuchadnezzar had set up. Then an herald cried aloud, To you it is commanded, O people, nations, and languages,

 That at what time ye hear the sound of the cornet, flute, harp, sackbut, psaltery, dulcimer, and all kinds of musick, ye fall down and worship the golden image that Nebuchadnezzar the king hath set up: And whoso falleth not down and worshippeth shall the same hour be cast into the midst of a burning fiery furnace. Therefore at that time, when all the people heard the sound of the cornet, flute, harp, sackbut, psaltery, and all kinds of musick, all the people, the nations, and the languages, fell down and worshipped the golden image that Nebuchadnezzar the king had set up. (Daniel 3:1-7)

Daniel 3 opens with Nebuchadnezzar building a golden image.  The statue he made was 60 cubits high and six cubits wide.   A cubit is approximately 18 inches, which would make this statue 90 feet high by 9 feet wide.  It exceeded the ordinary height of a man by 15 times!   

In Daniel 2, the interpretation of Nebuchadnezzar's dream had revealed that his kingdom would eventually come to an end.  As the head of gold, his kingdom would be displaced by successive kingdoms represented by silver, brass, iron, and clay.  In Daniel 3, Nebuchadnezzar not only creates an idol, but an image of gold.  We are not told if the image was of himself, one of his gods, or resembled the image he had seen in his dream.  What is evident is that Nebuchadnezzar refused to believe that his kingdom of Babylon would be overthrown as Daniel had prophesied.  Hence, the entire image was of gold.  

Nebuchadnezzar  was also trying to use worship as a unifying principle to strengthen his kingdom.  Those who did not conform to his plan died.  This is exactly what will happen in the end-times when the Antichrist seizes power and seeks allegiance from all the world.  Those who refuse his mark and do not worship the image he sets up will die (Revelation 13:11-18).


Babylon was situated on a plain surrounded by flat country, so the size of this image made it visible from a great distance.  The plain of Dura was expansive, which allowed a huge multitude to assemble to worship the image.  

How often do we, like Nebuchadnezzar, set up images on the plains of our heart--things that we hold more precious than the Lord. Perhaps it is a person, a material possession, an activity we cherish, or a habit.  Idolatry was tried at Babel and failed.  It was tried at Jerusalem and failed.  Now it is being tried at Babylon, and once again it will fail. This image was made of gold and was appealing to the eyes, as are the idols of the sinful nature of our flesh.  Your idol--whatever or whoever it is--will also fail.

The leaders were called to worship first--the princes, governors, captains, judges,  treasurers, counselors, sheriffs, and the rulers of the provinces.  Once leadership goes a certain direction, their people follow.  This is why you should choose leaders carefully!   Do not select a leader based on his charisma, politics, education, or appeal.  Choose leaders based upon their conformity to the standards of God's Word.  If you are putting yourself under a leader to serve, you should also look for these qualities.

There was no room at this meeting for spontaneous worship.  It was all prearranged ritual.  A herald cried out, "To you it is commanded, oh people, nations, and languages--when you hear the sound of the music, fall down and worship or else be cast into the midst of a burning fiery furnace."  Religion is bound up in ritual and usually has penalties for not adhering to it.  True worship is spontaneous, springing from the truth of God's Word, and flowing from your innermost spirit.


All types of musical instruments were part of this unholy orchestra:  The cornet, flute, harp, sackbut,  psaltery, dulcimer, and others.  Early in the biblical record, music and dance--originally gifts of God--were polluted by Cain's ungodly lineage (Genesis 4:21).  The music in the account in Daniel 3 appealed to the flesh. It was carnal, sensual, and idolatrous worship.  The Psalms are filled with commands to sing, play instruments, and dance before the Lord.  In many churches, Satan has stolen or polluted these beautiful expressions of faith. 

As prearranged, when the music sounded the people, the nations, and those of every language fell down and worshipped the golden image that Nebuchadnezzar the king had set up.  This scene was symbolic of the future one-world religion of the one-world government of the end-times when the Antichrist demands allegiance from all nations.
The Accusations Against The Three Hebrews
 Daniel 3:8-12
 Wherefore at that time certain Chaldeans came near, and accused the Jews. They spake and said to the king Nebuchadnezzar, O king, live for ever. Thou, O king, hast made a decree, that every man that shall hear the sound of the cornet, flute, harp, sackbut, psaltery, and dulcimer, and all kinds of musick, shall fall down and worship the golden image: And whoso falleth not down and worshippeth, that he should be cast into the midst of a burning fiery furnace. There are certain Jews whom thou hast set over the affairs of the province of Babylon, Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego; these men, O king, have not regarded thee: they serve not thy gods, nor worship the golden image which thou hast set up. (Daniel 3:8-12)

We do not know why Daniel was not at this meeting--we are not told.  But the other three young men we met in the first chapter of Daniel were present.  When the music sounded calling for the idol worship, they refused to bow down.  Just imagine how they stood out in the crowd, remaining erect amidst multitudes that were prostrate before the idol.  It is not your hair, clothes, jewelry, or the bumper sticker on your car that identifies you as a true believer.  It is your commitment to God and His commandments.  That is what makes you stand out in a crowd! 

Certain Chaldeans immediately accused the young men because they did not worship the image set up by the king.  These Chaldeans may have been racially prejudice or jealous of these Hebrews.  Perhaps they aspired to being promoted to the positions held by the three Jews.  We are not told.


Actually, their accusations are an amazing testimony:  The three Jews would not serve the false gods nor worship the golden image.  These young men did not go along with the crowd, even though they knew it could cost them not only their jobs, but their lives.  
The King's Response
Daniel 3:13-15

 Then Nebuchadnezzar in his rage and fury commanded to bring Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego. Then they brought these men before the king. Nebuchadnezzar spake and said unto them, Is it true, O Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego, do not ye serve my gods, nor worship the golden image which I have set up? Now if ye be ready that at what time ye hear the sound of the cornet, flute, harp, sackbut, psaltery, and dulcimer, and all kinds of musick, ye fall down and worship the image which I have made; well: but if ye worship not, ye shall be cast the same hour into the midst of a burning fiery furnace; and who is that God that shall deliver you out of my hands? (Daniel 3:13-15)

When Nebuchadnezzar heard that the three men refused to worship, he responded with rage and fury.  This king was a powerful man, but one who had absolutely no control over his own emotions.  The Bible says, "He that hath no rule over his own spirit is like a city that is broken down, and without walls" (Proverbs 25:28).

Nebuchadnezzar commanded that Shadrach,
Meshach, and Abednego be brought before him and asked them, "Is it true that you do not serve my gods, nor worship the golden image which I have set up?  When you hear the music again, fall down and worship or else you will be cast into a burning fiery furnace."   


Nebuchadnezzar concluded with the taunt, "Who is that God that shall deliver you out of my hands?"  The Egyptian Pharaoh had asked a similar question centuries previously, "Who is the Lord that I should obey His voice?"  

The world is asking the same thing today.  "Who is the God who will deliver you?  Who is the Lord that we should obey Him?"  This is why our lives as believers must reflect the saving, healing, delivering power of God.   If we are bound by sinful habits, depressed, fearful, and troubled just like people of the world, why will anyone want to learn about our God?  
An Answer For The King
Daniel 3:16-18
 Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego, answered and said to the king, O Nebuchadnezzar, we are not careful to answer thee in this matter. If it be so, our God whom we serve is able to deliver us from the burning fiery furnace, and he will deliver us out of thine hand, O king. But if not, be it known unto thee, O king, that we will not serve thy gods, nor worship the golden image which thou hast set up. (Daniel 3:16-18)

These young men were far from home and their leader, Daniel, wasn't present at the meeting.  So who would find out if they just went ahead and bowed before the idol?  Like Joseph who was tempted by Potiphar's wife, who would know?   Besides, all the other Jews were doing it.


These young men held important positions and they could have rationalized that the means justified the end.  "We are in important positions where we can do a lot of good.  Maybe we should compromise so we won't lose our status.  After all, we are just talking about one little bow."


The three young Jews didn’t need time to think about it. They were ready with their answer, as we should be in times of testing (1 Peter 3:15).  They didn’t try to phrase their answer evasively.  They didn't call a committee meeting, debate it, or vote on it.  They boldly declared, "We are not careful to answer you in this matter, oh king!  The God we serve is able to deliver us from the burning furnace, but if not, we still won't serve your gods or worship the image you have set up!"  
Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego replied, "O Nebuchadnezzar, we do not need to defend ourselves before you. If we are thrown into the blazing furnace, the God whom we serve is able to save us. He will rescue us from your power, Your Majesty. But even if he doesn't, Your Majesty can be sure that we will never serve your gods or worship the gold statue you have set up." (Daniel 3:16-17, NLT)

These young men did not try to defend themselves before Nebuchadnezzar.   Remember this when you are persecuted or accused.  We are not called to spend time defending ourselves.  We are called to do a work for God!


These young men knew their God was able to deliver them, but even if He didn't, they would still serve Him. They believed that God would deliver them--one way or another--either from death or in death.  Faith is believing God is able, but faith also affirms that whether or not He answers our prayers the way we want, we will still serve Him.  These men didn't try to bargain with God.  Their faith would remain intact regardless of the consequences. God is able to deliver you also, but should He choose not to--what will you do?


The three men refused to be influenced by peer pressure and they refused to follow the majority. "Everybody is doing it" is usually a good reason why not to do it. Every day you have a choice to bow before the idols of this world--drugs, pornography, sexual immorality, etc.--or remain true to your commitment to God.  What will your choice be today?

Hebrews chapter 11 tells the stories of great men and women of faith who subdued kingdoms and armies, had their dead restored to life, walked out of prisons, and experienced many other great miracles.  It also tells of those who died for their testimony.  All of them are called men and women of faith.  God gives living faith as well as dying faith.  God is sovereign, whether the results of our obedience is tragedy or triumph.  You may do everything right, and yet things may turn out differently than you expected.  Determine in your heart that either way, you will continue to serve Him!  Like the three Hebrews, determine that you will never comply with the demands of the world.

How could these young men take such a bold stand?  For one thing, they were prepared because they had not compromised in smaller things--like diet.  Now they would not compromise in the huge test before them.  Remain a person of integrity in little things, and you will not fail when more difficult challenges come your way.  A second reason they could take such a bold stand is that God provides grace at the time of need.  You may not think you could be bold enough to take a stand like this, but you aren't in a situation like this right now.  God provides grace when it is needed:  "Let us therefore come boldly unto the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy, and find grace to help in time of need" (Hebrews 4:16).

The Fiery Furnace
Daniel 3:19-27

Then was Nebuchadnezzar full of fury, and the form of his visage was changed against Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego: therefore he spake, and commanded that they should heat the furnace one seven times more than it was wont to be heated. And he commanded the most mighty men that were in his army to bind Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego, and to cast them into the burning fiery furnace. Then these men were bound in their coats, their hosen, and their hats, and their other garments, and were cast into the midst of the burning fiery furnace. Therefore because the king's commandment was urgent, and the furnace exceeding hot, the flame of the fire slew those men that took up Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego. And these three men, Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego, fell down bound into the midst of the burning fiery furnace.  Then Nebuchadnezzar the king was astonied, and rose up in haste, and spake, and said unto his counsellors, Did not we cast three men bound into the midst of the fire? They answered and said unto the king, True, O king. He answered and said, Lo, I see four men loose, walking in the midst of the fire, and they have no hurt; and the form of the fourth is like the Son of God. Then Nebuchadnezzar came near to the mouth of the burning fiery furnace, and spake, and said, Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego, ye servants of the most high God, come forth, and come hither. Then Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego, came forth of the midst of the fire. And the princes, governors, and captains, and the king's counsellors, being gathered together, saw these men, upon whose bodies the fire had no power, nor was an hair of their head singed, neither were their coats changed, nor the smell of fire had passed on them. (Daniel 3:19-27)

The answer given by the young men infuriated Nebuchadnezzar.  His countenance and attitude immediately changed toward the three Jews and he was filled with rage.  He commanded the furnace to be heated seven times hotter than usual and told his mighty men to bind the Jews and throw them into the flames.  This was totally irrational and completely unnecessary, as a lower heat would have actually caused more suffering for his victims.

As the mighty men carried out the king's orders, they died from the heat coming out of the mouth of the furnace.  These men suffered divine judgment for executing an unjust decree.  You can't just say you were "following orders" when asked to do something immoral or unethical.  You are held responsible before God for your actions.

The three young men were thrown down in the furnace--cast down, but definitely not destroyed.  The Apostle Paul put it this way:

We are hard pressed on every side, but not crushed; perplexed, but not in despair; persecuted, but not abandoned; struck down, but not destroyed.  We always carry around in our body the death of Jesus, so that the life of Jesus may also be revealed in our body.  For we who are alive are always being given over to death for Jesus' sake, so that his life may be revealed in our mortal body. So then, death is at work in us, but life is at work in you.  (1 Corinthians 4:7-12, NIV)

In the difficult situations of life, you may feel pressed, perplexed, persecuted, and put down--but you will not be destroyed.  As you suffer trials that seem worse than death, you can manifest the life of the Lord Jesus Christ for the sake of others who will witness His power at work in you.


All of a sudden, Nebuchadnezzar peered into the flames.  He didn't see the three men burning.  They weren’t sitting down moping and bemoaning their fate.  They had entered the fire alone, but now someone was in there walking around with them.  These men weren't figuring out how to get out of the furnace, but  they were walking up and down in the midst of it and fellowshipping with the Son of God.  We try to manipulate, bargain, and scheme our way out of difficulties.  But have you ever considered what God might want to do in you and through you in the midst your suffering? 


As the king looked into the furnace, he asked in amazement.  "Didn't we put three men in there?" asked Nebuchadnezzar.  "Yes," his servant answered.  "Well I see four men now walking in the midst of the fire," said Nebuchadnezzar, "and the fourth man is like the Son of God."  The king didn't know the true God personally, but there was something unusual about the being he saw in the flames.

Then Nebuchadnezzar came near to the mouth of the burning fiery furnace and called to Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, "You servants of the Most High God, come forth and come here!"    This same cry issues from the world today, for men of integrity to come forth to reveal the power of God.


Then Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, came out of the furnace totally free of their bonds--only what had bound them was burned.  Their clothing was intact without even the smell of smoke, and the hairs on their bodies were not even singed. When you walk in the purifying fire of trials and suffering with God as your companion, only what binds you will be burned!


The king and the leaders were amazed at these men over whom the fire had no power.  The Chaldeans worshipped the fire god, so by restraining the fire the true God demonstrated that He was greater than their idol.   The historian Josephus, who verified the fiery furnace account in his records, commented:  "This was done by the power of God, who made their bodies so far superior to the fire that it could not burn them."


As believers, we too, are to yield ourselves to God.  We  may not face death as these men did, but we must submit to become like Him instead of the world:

I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that you present your bodies a 
living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, which is your reasonable service.  And do not 
be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, that you 
may prove what is that good and acceptable and perfect will of God.  (Romans 12:1-2)

Each day, you will either be transformed by the Word or conformed to the world.
You may not face an actual fiery furnace, but God is with you in the fires of persecution and difficult circumstances. He promised "...when thou walkest through the fire, thou shalt not be burned; neither shall the flame kindle upon thee"  (Isaiah 43:2).

Hebrews chapter 11 is clear that remaining faithful does not always mean you will escape persecution or death.  Some whose names are recorded in this chapter were delivered by faith, others died in faith.  All were faithful.


The fiery furnace is a type of the end-time persecution of believers who accept Christ during the tribulation and will refuse to worship the Antichrist.  They will go through great trouble, but God will be with them.
The King's Decree
Daniel 3:28-29

 Then Nebuchadnezzar spake, and said, Blessed be the God of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego, who hath sent his angel, and delivered his servants that trusted in him, and have changed the king's word, and yielded their bodies, that they might not serve nor worship any god, except their own God. Therefore I make a decree, That every people, nation, and language, which speak any thing amiss against the God of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego, shall be cut in pieces, and their houses shall be made a dunghill: because there is no other God that can deliver after this sort. (Daniel 3:28-29)

After witnessing the proof-producing power of God, Nebuchadnezzar said, "Blessed be the God of Shadrach, 
Meshach, and Abednego, who has sent His angel and delivered His 
servants that trusted in Him, and have changed the king's word, and yielded their bodies so that they might not serve nor worship any god except their own."

Then Nebuchadnezzar made a decree that every people, nation, and language which might speak anything amiss against the God of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego would be 

cut in pieces and their houses be made a dunghill.  "There is no other God that can deliver after this sort," the king declared!

Unfortunately, Nebuchadnezzar did not acknowledge God as his own God.  He referred to God as the God of  Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego and probably just added Him to the list of his other gods.


You may understand that God is the one and only Most High God and that He is the Almighty, all powerful God.  You may have heard of Him as Jehovah-God.  But you must come to know Him as "my God"---He must become personal to you.  This is more than intellectual or emotional knowledge, because even demons believe intellectually and respond emotionally by trembling, but they do not really know God  (James 2:19).  


There is a New Testament story in John 9 that illustrates this truth:

Now as Jesus passed by, He saw a man who was blind from birth. And His disciples asked Him, saying, (Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?(  Jesus answered, (Neither this man nor his parents sinned, but that the works of God should be revealed in him.  (I must work the works of Him who sent Me while it is day; the night is coming when no one can work.  (As long as I am in the world, I am the light of the world.(  When He had said these things, He spat on the ground and made clay with the saliva; and He anointed the eyes of the blind man with the clay.  And He said to him, (Go, wash in the pool of Siloam( (which is translated, Sent). So he went and washed, and came back seeing.  (John 9:1-7)


Here was a man, blind since birth, until Jesus passed by and--in a rather unconventional way--healed him.  Would you get in the prayer line today if you knew the minister was going to make mud with spit and put it on your eyes?  


Carnal reasoning would say that this strange method would not make a blind man see, but Jesus was not bound by tradition.  Jesus told the Pharisees that they erred spiritually because they  were bound by tradition. Christ's approach was, "Don(t just patch up the old by giving this man reading glasses or glass eyes that look good but still don't enable him to see.  Give him new eyes!"


After his healing, this man was asked by friends and neighbors to explain how his eyes had been opened.  The man answered, "A Man called Jesus made clay and anointed my eyes and said to me, `Go to the pool of Siloam and wash.( So I went and washed, and I received sight.(  Then the Pharisees questioned as to how the man received his sight, and he responded, "He put clay on my eyes, and I washed, and I see...He is a prophet" (Portions of John 9:15 and 17).


Next, unbelieving Jews questioned the formerly blind man.  They did not believe Jesus was of God, but thought that He was a sinner.  The blind man responded, "Whether he is a sinner or not I don't know, but one thing I know--I was blind, but now I see.(  The Jews were so angry at this response that they cast the man out of the synagogue. Then...

Jesus heard that they had cast him out; and when He had found him, He said to him, (Do you believe in the Son of God?(  He answered and said, (Who is He, Lord, that I may believe in Him?(  And Jesus said to him, (You have both seen Him and it is He who is talking with you.(  Then he said, (Lord, I believe!( And he worshiped Him.  
(John 9:35-38)


Note the progression in this man's relationship with the Lord as reflected in the answers  he gave regarding his healing.  In verse 11, he viewed Jesus as just a man.  In verse 17, he calls Him a prophet.  In verse 33, he realizes that He is from God.  Finally, in verse 33, the man acknowledges Jesus as Lord of His life and worships Him.


There is a difference between knowing Jesus as a man, a teacher, or a prophet and truly believing He is from God and acknowledging Him as Lord of your life!  Despite the fact that Judas walked for years with Jesus, he never acknowledged Him as Lord.  When Judas approached Jesus in the garden to betray him he addressed Jesus as "master", which means "great teacher".  Not once in the biblical record did Judas call Him Lord.


What is Jesus to you?  Is He just a man?  Do you view Him only as a prophet or great teacher?  Or do you confess Him as the Lord of your life?  Is He truly your God?   Each one of us must answer the question of Matthew 16:15:  "Who do you say that I am?"
A Promotion
Daniel 3:30
Then the king promoted Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego, in the province of Babylon.

(Daniel 3:30)

Always remember, when you are in the fire of testing and trials,  it is because a promotion--a bigger opportunity or responsibility--is just ahead and you are being prepared for it.

Consider the example of Joseph who was sold into slavery, falsely accused, and wrongly imprisoned.  Through every negative circumstance, God was preparing Joseph to fulfill his divine destiny.  Joseph would eventually emerge as second in command to Pharaoh and save the then-known world from famine.


God declares, "Behold, I have refined thee, but not with silver; I have chosen thee in the furnace of affliction"  (Isaiah 48:10).  The New American Standard says "I have tested you in the furnace of affliction."  The Knox translation confirms that "Even in the furnace of affliction, thou wast already my choice."  There is a difference between being called and being chosen.  The furnace of affliction is where that difference becomes apparent.  

Jesus originally had numerous disciples, but many of them stopped following Him when He spoke of suffering (John 6:68).  Only the chosen few remained. What about you?  Will you remain faithful to God in the furnace of affliction?  


Note the amazing results of the fiery furnace trial:



-The men are comforted in the midst of their fiery trial.



-Ultimately, the three men are delivered.




-The true God is recognized as sovereign.



-The faithful Jews are promoted.



-Religious freedom is instituted.  Prior to this, no other god could be recognized 


  other than the golden image.


What amazing results will be evident when you emerge from your time of testing?

A Prophetic Picture

Although Daniel 2 was an actual historical event, it also provides a prophetic picture of the end-times.  

Nebuchadnezzar represents the Antichrist, the last great world ruler who will demand allegiance and worship.  (We will learn more about the Antichrist in future studies in Daniel.)

The image of gold represents the pollution of all that is sacred, rebellion against God,  and the perversion of worship in the end-times.


The requirement to worship the image of gold or face death parallels the demands that will be made to worship the Antichrist and receive his mark or else be killed.


Daniel, who was not present for this event, is representative of believers who are already  raptured out of the world before the tribulation.


The three Hebrews represent the 144,000 who will be miraculously preserved, despite the fiery persecution of the great tribulation.  

The fourth man in the fire represents the Lord Jesus Christ.  He will be with believers in the end-time tribulation, and He is with you right now in the fires of trials and persecutions you  are facing.  In the midst of your trial, walk with Him.  Talk with Him.  Let all that binds you be burned away and be confident that in the end, you will emerge victorious.


The proclamation of God being sovereign over all is symbolic of the establishment of the Kingdom of God when Jesus is acknowledged as Lord of lords and King of kings.


The promotion of the faithful Hebrews is symbolic of the rewards that will be given to believers who persevere and are faithful unto death.

Study questions on chapter 3:
1.
Describe the image made by King Nebuchadnezzar. (1)
2.
Who was invited to the dedication of the image? (2-3)

3.
Summarize the command given to those present at the dedication of the image.  (4-6)

4.
What happened when the music sounded?  (7)

5.
What accusation was brought by the Chaldeans against "certain Jews"?  (8-12)

6.
Who were the Jews accused by the Chaldeans?  (12)

7.
What was Nebuchadnezzar's response to the report of the Chaldeans?  (13)
8.
What questions did Nebuchadnezzar ask in verses 14-15?

9.
What was to happen if the three young men refused to worship the image? (15)

10.
Summarize the answer given to Nebuchadnezzar by the three young Jews. (16-18)

11.
What was Nebuchadnezzar's response to their answer? (19-21)

12.
How hot was the furnace heated?  (19)

13.
What happened to the men who put the Jews into the furnace? (22)

14.
According to verse 23, what happened to the three Jews who refused to worship the 
image?

15.
What question did King Nebuchadnezzar ask in verse 24 and what answer did he receive?

16.
What declaration did Nebuchadnezzar make in verse 25?

17.
What did Nebuchadnezzar do in verse 26 and what was the response of the three young 
men?

18.
Who witnessed the miracle of the deliverance of the three Jews? (27)
19.
What condition were the three men in when they emerged from the furnace?  (27)

20.
What declaration did Nebuchadnezzar make in verses 28-29?
21.
What happened to the three young Jews after this experience?  (30)
22.
Using the commentary, apply the historic events recorded in this chapter to the end-times.

23.
What did you learn in this chapter to apply to your life and ministry?

Daniel 4

1 Nebuchadnezzar the king, unto all people, nations, and languages, that dwell in all the earth; Peace be multiplied unto you.

2 I thought it good to shew the signs and wonders that the high God hath wrought toward me.

3 How great are his signs! and how mighty are his wonders! his kingdom is an everlasting kingdom, and his dominion is from generation to generation.

4 I Nebuchadnezzar was at rest in mine house, and flourishing in my palace:

5 I saw a dream which made me afraid, and the thoughts upon my bed and the visions of my head troubled me.

6 Therefore made I a decree to bring in all the wise men of Babylon before me, that they might make known unto me the interpretation of the dream.

7 Then came in the magicians, the astrologers, the Chaldeans, and the soothsayers: and I told the dream before them; but they did not make known unto me the interpretation thereof.

8 But at the last Daniel came in before me, whose name was Belteshazzar, according to the name of my god, and in whom is the spirit of the holy gods: and before him I told the dream, saying,

9 O Belteshazzar, master of the magicians, because I know that the spirit of the holy gods is in thee, and no secret troubleth thee, tell me the visions of my dream that I have seen, and the interpretation thereof.

10 Thus were the visions of mine head in my bed; I saw, and behold a tree in the midst of the earth, and the height thereof was great.

11 The tree grew, and was strong, and the height thereof reached unto heaven, and the sight thereof to the end of all the earth:

12 The leaves thereof were fair, and the fruit thereof much, and in it was meat for all: the beasts of the field had shadow under it, and the fowls of the heaven dwelt in the boughs thereof, and all flesh was fed of it.

13 I saw in the visions of my head upon my bed, and, behold, a watcher and an holy one came down from heaven;

14 He cried aloud, and said thus, Hew down the tree, and cut off his branches, shake off his leaves, and scatter his fruit: let the beasts get away from under it, and the fowls from his branches:

15 Nevertheless leave the stump of his roots in the earth, even with a band of iron and brass, in the tender grass of the field; and let it be wet with the dew of heaven, and let his portion be with the beasts in the grass of the earth:

16 Let his heart be changed from man's, and let a beast's heart be given unto him; and let seven times pass over him.

17 This matter is by the decree of the watchers, and the demand by the word of the holy ones: to the intent that the living may know that the most High ruleth in the kingdom of men, and giveth it to whomsoever he will, and setteth up over it the basest of men.

18 This dream I king Nebuchadnezzar have seen. Now thou, O Belteshazzar, declare the interpretation thereof, forasmuch as all the wise men of my kingdom are not able to make known unto me the interpretation: but thou art able; for the spirit of the holy gods is in thee.

19 Then Daniel, whose name was Belteshazzar, was astonied for one hour, and his thoughts troubled him. The king spake, and said, Belteshazzar, let not the dream, or the interpretation thereof, trouble thee. Belteshazzar answered and said, My lord, the dream be to them that hate thee, and the interpretation thereof to thine enemies.

20 The tree that thou sawest, which grew, and was strong, whose height reached unto the heaven, and the sight thereof to all the earth;

21 Whose leaves were fair, and the fruit thereof much, and in it was meat for all; under which the beasts of the field dwelt, and upon whose branches the fowls of the heaven had their habitation:

22 It is thou, O king, that art grown and become strong: for thy greatness is grown, and reacheth unto heaven, and thy dominion to the end of the earth.

23 And whereas the king saw a watcher and an holy one coming down from heaven, and saying, Hew the tree down, and destroy it; yet leave the stump of the roots thereof in the earth, even with a band of iron and brass, in the tender grass of the field; and let it be wet with the dew of heaven, and let his portion be with the beasts of the field, till seven times pass over him;

24 This is the interpretation, O king, and this is the decree of the most High, which is come upon my lord the king:

25 That they shall drive thee from men, and thy dwelling shall be with the beasts of the field, and they shall make thee to eat grass as oxen, and they shall wet thee with the dew of heaven, and seven times shall pass over thee, till thou know that the most High ruleth in the kingdom of men, and giveth it to whomsoever he will.

26 And whereas they commanded to leave the stump of the tree roots; thy kingdom shall be sure unto thee, after that thou shalt have known that the heavens do rule.

27 Wherefore, O king, let my counsel be acceptable unto thee, and break off thy sins by righteousness, and thine iniquities by shewing mercy to the poor; if it may be a lengthening of thy tranquillity.

28 All this came upon the king Nebuchadnezzar.

29 At the end of twelve months he walked in the palace of the kingdom of Babylon.

30 The king spake, and said, Is not this great Babylon, that I have built for the house of the kingdom by the might of my power, and for the honour of my majesty?

31 While the word was in the king's mouth, there fell a voice from heaven, saying, O king Nebuchadnezzar, to thee it is spoken; The kingdom is departed from thee.

32 And they shall drive thee from men, and thy dwelling shall be with the beasts of the field: they shall make thee to eat grass as oxen, and seven times shall pass over thee, until thou know that the most High ruleth in the kingdom of men, and giveth it to whomsoever he will.

33 The same hour was the thing fulfilled upon Nebuchadnezzar: and he was driven from men, and did eat grass as oxen, and his body was wet with the dew of heaven, till his hairs were grown like eagles' feathers, and his nails like birds' claws.

34 And at the end of the days I Nebuchadnezzar lifted up mine eyes unto heaven, and mine understanding returned unto me, and I blessed the most High, and I praised and honoured him that liveth for ever, whose dominion is an everlasting dominion, and his kingdom is from generation to generation:

35 And all the inhabitants of the earth are reputed as nothing: and he doeth according to his will in the army of heaven, and among the inhabitants of the earth: and none can stay his hand, or say unto him, What doest thou?

36 At the same time my reason returned unto me; and for the glory of my kingdom, mine honour and brightness returned unto me; and my counsellors and my lords sought unto me; and I was established in my kingdom, and excellent majesty was added unto me.

37 Now I Nebuchadnezzar praise and extol and honour the King of heaven, all whose works are truth, and his ways judgment: and those that walk in pride he is able to abase.

Outline 4:
(This chapter concerns a dream King Nebuchadnezzar received and its fulfillment.  It is the king's personal testimony.)

I.
Greetings from King Nebuchadnezzar.  (1-3)

A.
Nebuchadnezzar the king, unto all people, nations, and languages that dwell in all 


the earth: Peace be multiplied unto you.


B.
I thought it good to show the signs and wonders that the High God has wrought 


toward me.


C.
How great are His signs! How mighty are His wonders! 

D.
His kingdom is an everlasting kingdom.


E.
His dominion is from generation to generation.

II.
The king's dream and search for interpretation.  (4-7)


A.
I, Nebuchadnezzar, was at rest in my house and flourishing in my palace when I 


saw a dream which made me afraid, and the thoughts upon my bed and the visions 

of my head troubled me.


B.
Therefore I made a decree to bring all the wise men of Babylon before me, that 


they might make known to me the interpretation of the dream.


C.
So the magicians, astrologers, Chaldeans, and soothsayers came before me.


D.
I told the dream to them but they did not make the interpretation known to me.
III.
Daniel before the king.  (8-9)

A.
At last Daniel came in before me, whose name was Belteshazzar, 




according to the name of my god, and in whom is the spirit of the holy gods.


B.
I told him the dream, saying:  Oh Belteshazzar, master of the magicians, 



because I know that the spirit of the holy gods is in you and no secret troubles 


you, tell me the visions of my dream that I have seen and the interpretation 


thereof.
IV.
The dream. These were the visions of my head in my bed.  (10-18)

A.
I saw a tree in the midst of the earth and the height of it was great.



1.
The tree grew and was strong, the height of it reached unto heaven, 



and it was visible to the end of all the earth.


2.
The leaves were fair and it had much fruit--in it was meat for all.



3.
The beasts of the field had shadow under it, the fowls of the heaven 



dwelt in its boughs, and all flesh was fed of it.


B.
I saw in the visions of my head upon my bed,  a watcher and an holy one who 


came down from heaven and cried aloud saying:


1.
Hew down the tree, and cut off his branches, shake off his leaves, and 



scatter his fruit: let the beasts get away from under it, and the fowls from 



his branches.


2.
Nevertheless leave the stump of his roots in the earth, even with a band of 



iron and brass, in the tender grass of the field.



3.
Let it be wet with the dew of heaven, and let his portion be with the beasts 



in the grass of the earth.


4.
Let his heart be changed from man's, and let a beast's heart be given unto 



him.



5.
Let seven times (years) pass over him.



6.
This matter is by the decree of the watchers, and the demand by the word 



of the holy ones.



7.
The purposes are:




a.
That the living may know that the Most High rules in the kingdom 




of men.




b.
That He gives it to whomsoever He will and 
sets up over it the 




basest of men.


C.
This dream I, King Nebuchadnezzar have seen. Now you, Oh Belteshazzar, 


declare the interpretation.



1.
All the wise men of my kingdom are not able to make known to 




me the interpretation.



2.
But you are able; for the spirit of the holy gods is in you.

V.
Daniel's interpretation of the king's dream.  (19-26)


A.
Then Daniel, whose name was Belteshazzar, was astonished for one hour and his 


thoughts troubled him. 


1.
The king spoke and said, "Belteshazzar, don't let the dream or the 




interpretation of it trouble you." 


2.
Belteshazzar answered and said, "My lord, may the dream be to them that 



hate you and the interpretation of it to your enemies." (Then he proceeded 



to give the interpretation.)

B.
The tree.



1.
The tree that you saw, which grew and was strong, whose height reached 



unto the heaven, and the sight thereof to all the earth; whose leaves were 



fair, and the fruit thereof much, and in it was meat for all; under which the 



beasts of the field dwelt, and upon whose branches the fowls of the heaven 


had their habitation...


2.
It is you, O king, that have grown and become strong: 



a.
Your greatness is grown and reaches unto heaven.




b.
Your dominion is to the end of the earth.


C.
The watcher and the holy one:



 1.
The watcher and holy one that came down from heaven saying, Hew the 



tree down, and destroy it; yet leave the stump of the roots thereof in the 



earth,  even with a band of iron and brass, in the tender grass of the field; 



and let 
it be wet with the dew of heaven, and let his portion be with the 



beasts of  the field, till seven times pass over him...


2.
This is the interpretation, Oh king, and this is the decree of the most High, 



which is come upon my lord the king.

D.
For seven years:


1.
They shall drive you from men.



2.
Your dwelling shall be with the beasts of the field.


3.
You shall be made to eat grass as oxen.



4.
You shall be wet with the dew of heaven.



5
Seven years will pass until you know that the most High rules in the 



kingdom of men and gives it to whomsoever He will.



6.
The stump of the tree roots will be left, permitting your kingdom to 



be restored unto you after you know that the heavens rule.
VI.
Daniel's appeal to the king.  (27)


A.
Wherefore, oh king, let my counsel be acceptable unto you.


B.
Break off your sins by righteousness and your iniquities by showing mercy to the 


poor.


C.
If you do so, it may result in a lengthening of your tranquility.
VII.
Judgment fulfilled.  (28-33)

A.
All this came upon King Nebuchadnezzar.


B.
At the end of twelve months he walked in the palace of the kingdom of Babylon.



and said, "Is not this great Babylon, that I have built for the house of the kingdom 


by the might of my power, and for the honor of my majesty?"

C.
While the word was in the king's mouth, there fell a voice from heaven, saying,


Oh King Nebuchadnezzar, to you it is spoken:



1.
The kingdom is departed from you.



2.
They shall drive you from men.



3.
Your dwelling shall be with the beasts of the field.



3.
They shall make you eat grass as oxen.



4.
Seven times (years) shall pass until you know that the most High rules in 



the kingdom of men, and gives it to whomsoever He will.


D.
The same hour was the thing fulfilled upon Nebuchadnezzar.


1.
He was driven from men.



2.
He ate grass as oxen.



3.
His body was wet with the dew of heaven.



4.
His hair grew out like eagles' feathers.



5.
His nails grew like birds' claws.
VIII.
Nebuchadnezzar's restoration.  (34-37)

A.
And at the end of the days (seven years)  I, Nebuchadnezzar, lifted up mine eyes 


unto heaven, and my understanding returned unto me.


B.
I blessed the most High, and I praised and honored Him that lives forever.



1.
His dominion is an everlasting dominion.



2.
His kingdom is from generation to generation.


3.
All the inhabitants of the earth are reputed as nothing.



4.
He does according to His will in the army of heaven and among the 



inhabitants of 
the earth and no one can stay His hand or say unto Him, 



What are you doing?


C.
At the same time (that I acknowledged this):



1.
My reason returned unto me.



2.
The glory of my kingdom, my honor, and brightness returned unto me.



3.
My counselors and my lords sought me.



4.
I was reestablished in my kingdom.



5.
Excellent majesty was added unto me.


D.
Now, I, Nebuchadnezzar, praise, extol, and honor the King of heaven.



1.
His works are truth and His ways judgment.



2.
Those that walk in pride He is able to abase.

COMMENTARY ON CHAPTER FOUR

This chapter concerns a dream King Nebuchadnezzar received and its fulfillment.  It is the king's personal autobiographical testimony.

Greetings From King Nebuchadnezzar
Daniel 4:1-3

Nebuchadnezzar the king, unto all people, nations, and languages, that dwell in all the earth; Peace be multiplied unto you. I thought it good to shew the signs and wonders that the high God hath wrought toward me. How great are his signs! and how mighty are his wonders! his kingdom is an everlasting kingdom, and his dominion is from generation to generation. I Nebuchadnezzar was at rest in mine house, and flourishing in my palace.

(Daniel 4:1-3)

This chapter is an open letter from King Nebuchadnezzar to all people, nations, and languages of the then-known world.  His purpose in writing was to testify of the signs and wonders that God had done in his life.  He is telling what "God has wrought toward me."  It is no longer just an official decree as in Daniel 3:29, but it is his own personal testimony.


Nebuchadnezzar begins with praise to God saying, "How great are His signs! How mighty are His wonders!  His kingdom is an everlasting kingdom. His dominion is from generation to generation."  When we last saw Nebuchadnezzar, he had built a golden image in rebellion against the prophetic dream God had given to him regarding his kingdom. After the fiery furnace miracle, Nebuchadnezzar knew there was a God,  but had not acknowledged Him personally.  Now he is praising and worshipping God.  So, what happened in the intervening time that changed him so dramatically?   
The King's Dream And Search For Interpretation
Daniel 4:4-7

I saw a dream which made me afraid, and the thoughts upon my bed and the visions of my head troubled me. Therefore made I a decree to bring in all the wise men of Babylon before me, that they might make known unto me the interpretation of the dream. Then came in the magicians, the astrologers, the Chaldeans, and the soothsayers: and I told the dream before them; but they did not make known unto me the interpretation thereof.

(Daniel 4:4-7)

Sometime after the dream of the image recorded in Daniel chapter two, Nebuchadnezzar received another dream which troubled him and made him fearful.  This man had a lot of issues--  anger, rage, fear, rebellion--no wonder he had problems!  The king was rich in material possessions, but poor spiritually and emotionally.  So are all who live in rebellion against God.

Nebuchadnezzar was at rest in his house and flourishing in his palace when he received this dream.  Peace and prosperity do not indicate God's approval of a person, as this account confirms.  Again, Nebuchadnezzar sought for an interpretation by calling for the wise men of Babylon to come and reveal the meaning of the dream.  You would think he would have learned from experience that they could not help him.  But aren't we sometimes like that?  In times of difficulty we turn back to the ways of the world, even though we know they have nothing positive or enduring to offer.  If you keep doing the same things in the same way, you get the same results.  You got to where you are today by doing things your way.  If circumstances are  going to change, then you must do something different.  Why not try God's way?

So, in response to the king's summons, here came the magicians, astrologers, Chaldeans, and soothsayers once again. This time, Nebuchadnezzar told them his dream, but that didn't help. They still could not give the interpretation.  The world cannot understand the things of God because they do not have a spiritual mind:
But the natural man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God: for they are foolishness unto him: neither can he know them, because they are spiritually discerned. 
(1 Corinthians 2:14)

Daniel Before The King
Daniel 4:8-9
 But at the last Daniel came in before me, whose name was Belteshazzar, according to the name of my god, and in whom is the spirit of the holy gods: and before him I told the dream, saying, O Belteshazzar, master of the magicians, because I know that the spirit of the holy gods is in thee, and no secret troubleth thee, tell me the visions of my dream that I have seen, and the interpretation thereof. (Daniel 4:8-9)

At last, Daniel--whose Babylonian name was Belteshazzar--came before the king.  The king reminded Daniel that he had renamed him after the Babylonian gods and that he believed the spirit of his gods was in him. 

Nebuchadnezzar still doesn't get it!  Even though Daniel had told him the previous interpretation of the dream of the statue was from the Most High God, Nebuchadnezzar still clung to his idolatrous ways.  Even seeing the miracle of the three young Jews saved from the fiery furnace hadn't changed him.  

"Tell me the visions of my dream that I have seen," requested Nebuchadnezzar, "and give me the interpretation."
The Dream
Daniel 4:10-18

 Thus were the visions of mine head in my bed; I saw, and behold a tree in the midst of the earth, and the height thereof was great. The tree grew, and was strong, and the height thereof reached unto heaven, and the sight thereof to the end of all the earth: The leaves thereof were fair, and the fruit thereof much, and in it was meat for all: the beasts of the field had shadow under it, and the fowls of the heaven dwelt in the boughs thereof, and all flesh was fed of it. I saw in the visions of my head upon my bed, and, behold, a watcher and an holy one came down from heaven; He cried aloud, and said thus, Hew down the tree, and cut off his branches, shake off his leaves, and scatter his fruit: let the beasts get away from under it, and the fowls from his branches: Nevertheless leave the stump of his roots in the earth, even with a band of iron and brass, in the tender grass of the field; and let it be wet with the dew of heaven, and let his portion be with the beasts in the grass of the earth: Let his heart be changed from man's, and let a beast's heart be given unto him; and let seven times pass over him. This matter is by the decree of the watchers, and the demand by the word of the holy ones: to the intent that the living may know that the most High ruleth in the kingdom of men, and giveth it to whomsoever he will, and setteth up over it the basest of men. This dream I king Nebuchadnezzar have seen. Now thou, O Belteshazzar, declare the interpretation thereof, forasmuch as all the wise men of my kingdom are not able to make known unto me the interpretation: but thou art able; for the spirit of the holy gods is in thee. (Daniel 4:10-18)

Once again, we will read the dream first and then allow Daniel to interpret it for us.  

In Nebuchadnezzar 's dream he saw a great tree in the midst of the earth. Its height reached to heaven and it could be seen from the ends of the earth. The leaves were vibrant and the tree had much fruit--enough for every living creature. The beasts of the field took refuge under it and the fowls of heaven perched on its boughs.

Then Nebuchadnezzar saw what he called a watcher and a holy one come down from heaven with the command to "Hew down the tree, and cut off his branches, shake off his leaves, and scatter his fruit.  Let the beasts get away from under it, and the fowls from off his branches. Nevertheless leave the stump of his roots in the earth, even with a band of 
iron and brass, in the tender grass of the field.  Let it be wet with the dew of heaven, and let his portion be with the beasts in the grass of the earth. Let his heart be changed from that of a man, and let a beast's heart be given unto him. Let seven times pass over him."

Then the watcher and holy one declared, "This matter is by the decree of the watchers, and the demand by the word of the holy ones. The purposes are that the living may know that the Most High rules in the kingdom of men and gives it to whomsoever He will and sets up over it the basest of men."

This was the dream that Nebuchadnezzar shared with Daniel.  Then he said, "All the wise men of my kingdom are not able to make known the interpretation.
 But you are able, for the spirit of the holy gods is in you."  Nebuchadnezzar still doesn't get it!  It is not his gods. It is not Daniel.  It is the one true and living God!
Daniel's Interpretation Of The King's Dream
Daniel 4:19-26

Then Daniel, whose name was Belteshazzar, was astonied for one hour, and his thoughts troubled him. The king spake, and said, Belteshazzar, let not the dream, or the interpretation thereof, trouble thee. Belteshazzar answered and said, My lord, the dream be to them that hate thee, and the interpretation thereof to thine enemies. The tree that thou sawest, which grew, and was strong, whose height reached unto the heaven, and the sight thereof to all the earth;  Whose leaves were fair, and the fruit thereof much, and in it was meat for all; under which the beasts of the field dwelt, and upon whose branches the fowls of the heaven had their habitation: It is thou, O king, that art grown and become strong: for thy greatness is grown, and reacheth unto heaven, and thy dominion to the end of the earth. And whereas the king saw a watcher and an holy one coming down from heaven, and saying, Hew the tree down, and destroy it; yet leave the stump of the roots thereof in the earth, even with a band of iron and brass, in the tender grass of the field; and let it be wet with the dew of heaven, and let his portion be with the beasts of the field, till seven times pass over him; This is the interpretation, O king, and this is the decree of the most High, which is come upon my lord the king: That they shall drive thee from men, and thy dwelling shall be with the beasts of the field, and they shall make thee to eat grass as oxen, and they shall wet thee with the dew of heaven, and seven times shall pass over thee, till thou know that the most High ruleth in the kingdom of men, and giveth it to whomsoever he will.  And whereas they commanded to leave the stump of the tree roots; thy kingdom shall be sure unto thee, after that thou shalt have known that the heavens do rule. (Daniel 4:19-26)

Daniel was so shocked by the dream Nebuchadnezzar had shared that he sat quietly for an hour with troubling thoughts.   He was not only troubled by the interpretation, but most likely troubled about how to present it in an appropriate way.


Finally the king spoke and said, "Belteshazzar, don't let the dream or the interpretation of it trouble you." 

Daniel answered, "My lord, let this dream be to them that hate you and the interpretation  to your enemies rather than to you!"  Having witnessed previous demonstrations of the wrath of the king, Daniel was very courageous to tell him the true interpretation.  Daniel was not afraid to deliver a difficult message, but he did so with respect.  We have a responsibility to do likewise.

The tree which grew tall and strong and provided for every creature symbolized Nebuchadnezzar.  Daniel declared, "The tree is you, oh king.  You have grown and become strong.  Your greatness reaches even unto heaven and your dominion to the end of the earth."   Trees are often used in scripture to represent men or nations (see Ezekiel 31:3; Psalm 1:3; Jeremiah 17:8; and Isaiah 56:3).

The watcher and the holy one were heavenly messengers, angels who declared that the tree should be cut down and destroyed, although the stump and roots would remain.  The tree stump would be bound by iron and brass, left in the field with the beasts, and wet with the dew of heaven. Then Daniel declared, "This is the interpretation, Oh king, and this is the decree of the most High, which is come upon my lord the king.  



-You shall be driven from men.



-Your dwelling shall be with the beasts of the field.


-You shall eat grass as oxen do.



-You shall be wet with the dew of heaven."

The stump of the tree and its roots would be left, meaning that Nebuchadnezzar 's kingdom would be restored once he acknowledged that the true God of heaven rules.  The stump would be surrounded by brass and iron so that it could not be destroyed.  Perhaps this referred to  a fence that confined the mentally distraught king in safety or is merely symbolic.  Whatever it means, it implies supernatural protection.  Only a stump would remain where previously animals and birds took shelter.  No longer would there be any fruit.  You don't sin alone.  Others are always affected by your transgressions.

Seven years would pass until the king acknowledged that the Most High God rules in the 
kingdom of men and gives it to whomsoever He will.  This was the purpose of the judgment:  To cause Nebuchadnezzar to acknowledge the one true God.  Prophetically, that will be the purpose of the seven year end-time tribulation, to bring judgment upon evil men and women and give them a final opportunity to repent of their sin.
Daniel's Appeal To The King
Daniel 4:27
 Wherefore, O king, let my counsel be acceptable unto thee, and break off thy sins by righteousness, and thine iniquities by shewing mercy to the poor; if it may be a lengthening of thy tranquillity. (Daniel 4:27)

After giving the interpretation, Daniel made a passionate plea to the king to break off his sins, repent of  his iniquities, and do what was right.  Daniel suggested that if he repented, perhaps judgment could be avoided.

Judgment Fulfilled
Daniel 4:28-33
All this came upon the king Nebuchadnezzar. At the end of twelve months he walked in the palace of the kingdom of Babylon. The king spake, and said, Is not this great Babylon, that I have built for the house of the kingdom by the might of my power, and for the honour of my majesty? While the word was in the king's mouth, there fell a voice from heaven, saying, O king Nebuchadnezzar, to thee it is spoken; The kingdom is departed from thee. And they shall drive thee from men, and thy dwelling shall be with the beasts of the field: they shall make thee to eat grass as oxen, and seven times shall pass over thee, until thou know that the most High ruleth in the kingdom of men, and giveth it to whomsoever he will. The same hour was the thing fulfilled upon Nebuchadnezzar: and he was driven from men, and did eat grass as oxen, and his body was wet with the dew of heaven, till his hairs were grown like eagles' feathers, and his nails like birds' claws.

(Daniel 4:28-33)

Twelve months later, everything happened just as Daniel had prophesied.  It is interesting to note that God allowed an entire year to pass before executing judgment. God's judgment  sometimes seems slow in coming, but it inevitably comes.  Delay is only because of His great mercy and grace. Nebuchadnezzar had twelve long months in which to contemplate the prophetic word he had been given and seek forgiveness for his sins, but he refused.  What about you?  What is it going to take to get you to acknowledge your sin, repent, and ask God for forgiveness? 

After a year passed, King Nebuchadnezzar was walking through his palace admiring its beauty.  He said, "Is not this great Babylon, that I have built for the house of the kingdom by the might of my power, and for the honor of my majesty?"  Nebuchadnezzar made no acknowledgement that God was the one who had blessed and prospered him.  His statement is reminiscent of the ill-fated ship, the Titanic, whose captain said, "Not even God can sink this ship."  It went down on its maiden voyage when it hit an iceberg.


While the words were yet in the king's mouth, a voice from heaven confirmed all Daniel had prophesied.


-The kingdom will depart from you.



-They shall drive you from men.



-Your dwelling shall be with the beasts of the field.



-They shall make you eat grass as oxen.



-Seven years shall pass until you know that the Most High rules in the kingdom of 

  men and gives it to whomsoever He will.


Within the hour,  the prophecy was fulfilled.  Nebuchadnezzar became mentally deranged and was driven from men. He ate grass and his body was wet with the dew of heaven. His hair grew out like eagles' feathers and his nails grew like birds' claws.  The king's mental problems are recognized by modern psychology as a rare condition called  boanthropy, a severe form of schizophrenia in which a person thinks he is an animal! 
Nebuchadnezzar's Restoration
Daniel 4:34-37
Nebuchadnezzar continues his testimony by saying: 

And at the end of the days I Nebuchadnezzar lifted up mine eyes unto heaven, and mine understanding returned unto me, and I blessed the most High, and I praised and honoured him that liveth for ever, whose dominion is an everlasting dominion, and his kingdom is from generation to generation: And all the inhabitants of the earth are reputed as nothing: and he doeth according to his will in the army of heaven, and among the inhabitants of the earth: and none can stay his hand, or say unto him, What doest thou? At the same time my reason returned unto me; and for the glory of my kingdom, mine honour and brightness returned unto me; and my counsellors and my lords sought unto me; and I was established in my kingdom, and excellent majesty was added unto me. Now I Nebuchadnezzar praise and extol and honour the King of heaven, all whose works are truth, and his ways judgment: and those that walk in pride he is able to abase. (Daniel 4:34-37)

Prior to the events recorded in this chapter Nebuchadnezzar acknowledged God,  but only as an addition to the pagan deities in which he believed (Daniel 2:47 and 3:28-29).  When Nebuchadnezzar finally acknowledged the one and only Most High God, his reason returned to him.  Many mental conditions might be alleviated by acknowledging God, asking and receiving forgiveness, and receiving divine power to deal with things like pride, anger, and rage. 


When Nebuchadnezzar finished his declaration about the one true God, his reason returned to him along with the glory, honor, and brightness of  his kingdom.  It is quite rare to recover from such a debilitating mental condition, so we know this was a miracle of God.  Nebuchadnezzar's counselors and lords sought him out once more, which was also miraculous as normally in those days they would have executed a king who had become powerless.  Excellent majesty was added to Nebuchadnezzar, and he was established again in his kingdom.


It does not matter whether you have lost everything due to your own sin, because of negative circumstances of life, or due to the sins of others--God has promised restoration:

And I will restore or replace for you the years that the locust has eaten--the hopping locust, the stripping locust, and the crawling locust, My great army which I sent among you. And you shall eat in plenty and be satisfied and praise the name of the Lord, your God, Who has dealt wondrously with you. And My people shall never be put to shame. And you shall know, understand, and realize that... I the Lord am your God and there is none else. My people shall never be put to shame. And afterward I will pour out My Spirit upon all flesh; and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, your old men shall dream dreams, your young men shall see visions. Even upon the menservants and upon the maidservants in those days will I pour out My Spirit. (Portions of Joel 2:25-29)


Here is the biblical pattern:  After any great loss through judgment, repentance results in restoration.  After restoration comes an unprecedented outpouring of God's Spirit because He is the God of a second chance.  You see it in the life of Jonah, Peter, and even in Sampson who repented of his sin and was restored to deliver Israel one last time before his death.

In a final declaration of praise, Nebuchadnezzar said:  "Now, I, Nebuchadnezzar praise and extol and honor the King of heaven.  His works are truth and His ways just.  Those who walk in pride He is able to abase."

It is one thing to acknowledge the existence of God, but quite another to come to know Him as your God.   Nebuchadnezzar had witnessed the miracle of the preservation of the Jews in the fiery furnace.  Daniel had been mightily used of God in his life by giving interpretations to his dreams and visions.  None of this drew Nebuchadnezzar to repentance.   It took seven years of severe judgment, but Nebuchadnezzar finally acknowledged the one true God as his God!  

How long will it take for you to acknowledge God as the Lord of your life?  Is God exalted over every situation, every habit, every circumstance, and bondage?  If not, ask Him to become the Lord of your life right now. 
Study questions on chapter 4:
1.
Who was writing the account in this chapter and to whom is it written?  (1)

2.
What was the purpose of giving this account?  (2)

3.
What does Nebuchadnezzar declare about God in verse 3?

4.
What event did Nebuchadnezzar describe in verses 4-5 and what was his response to it?

5.
Who did Nebuchadnezzar send for, for what purpose, and what was the result?  (6-7)  

6
What was the result of consulting the magicians, astrologers, and Chaldeans? (7)
7.
Who did the king finally consult regarding his dream according to verse 8?

8.
What do you learn in verse 8 about the name Daniel had been given by the Babylonians?

9.
What request did the king make of Daniel?  (9)

10.
Summarize the vision of Nebuchadnezzar described in verses 10-17.



-Location of the tree.



-From where it was visible.



-The height of the tree.



-Describe the leaves.



-Describe the fruit.



-Describe who or what found refuge in this tree.



-Who came down from heaven with a message regarding the tree?



-Summarize the message of the one who came from heaven.



-What was to be left of the tree?

11.
How does verse 16 confirm the tree is a man?

12.
What was to happen to his heart? (16)

13.
Who made the decree and demanded this judgment?  (17)

14.
What was the purpose of the judgment?  (17)

15.
What request did Nebuchadnezzar make of Daniel in verse 18?

16.
What was Daniel's emotional response to Nebuchadnezzar's dream?  (19)
17.
What desire did Daniel express to Nebuchadnezzar in verse 19 regarding the dream?

18.
Summarize the interpretation of the dream in verses 20-26 explaining the following:


-The meaning of the tree.



-The meaning of the words spoken by the holy one from heaven.



-The judgment that was to befall King Nebuchadnezzar.



-The reason for the judgment.



-How long the judgment would last.



-What would occur at the end of the judgment.  

19.
What appeal did Daniel make to Nebuchadnezzar in verse 27?

20.
According to verse 28, did Nebuchadnezzar respond positively to Daniel's appeal?

21.
How long was it until the dream was fulfilled?  (29)

22.
Where was the king, what was he doing, and what was he saying when judgment fell?  
(29-33)

23.
Describe Nebuchadnezzar's condition after judgment came upon him.  (33)

24.
What happened at the end of the seven years of judgment? (34)

25.
Summarize what Nebuchadnezzar declared regarding God in verses 34-35 and 37.

26.
What happened when Nebuchadnezzar finally recognized the true God and gave Him 
glory?  (36)


-How did his counselors and lords respond to him?



-What happened to his kingdom?



-What was added to him?

27.
Who is Nebuchadnezzar acknowledging in verse 37?

28.
According to Nebuchadnezzar, how does God deal with pride?  (37)

29.
What did you learn in this chapter to apply to your life and ministry?

SECTION THREE
Visions And Events Under Belshazzar, Darius, and Cyrus

Daniel 5

1 Belshazzar the king made a great feast to a thousand of his lords, and drank wine before the thousand.

2 Belshazzar, whiles he tasted the wine, commanded to bring the golden and silver vessels which his father Nebuchadnezzar had taken out of the temple which was in Jerusalem; that the king, and his princes, his wives, and his concubines, might drink therein.

3 Then they brought the golden vessels that were taken out of the temple of the house of God which was at Jerusalem; and the king, and his princes, his wives, and his concubines, drank in them.

4 They drank wine, and praised the gods of gold, and of silver, of brass, of iron, of wood, and of stone.

5 In the same hour came forth fingers of a man's hand, and wrote over against the candlestick upon the plaister of the wall of the king's palace: and the king saw the part of the hand that wrote.

6 Then the king's countenance was changed, and his thoughts troubled him, so that the joints of his loins were loosed, and his knees smote one against another.

7 The king cried aloud to bring in the astrologers, the Chaldeans, and the soothsayers. And the king spake, and said to the wise men of Babylon, Whosoever shall read this writing, and shew me the interpretation thereof, shall be clothed with scarlet, and have a chain of gold about his neck, and shall be the third ruler in the kingdom.

8 Then came in all the king's wise men: but they could not read the writing, nor make known to the king the interpretation thereof.

9 Then was king Belshazzar greatly troubled, and his countenance was changed in him, and his lords were astonied.

10 Now the queen, by reason of the words of the king and his lords, came into the banquet house: and the queen spake and said, O king, live for ever: let not thy thoughts trouble thee, nor let thy countenance be changed:

11 There is a man in thy kingdom, in whom is the spirit of the holy gods; and in the days of thy father light and understanding and wisdom, like the wisdom of the gods, was found in him; whom the king Nebuchadnezzar thy father, the king, I say, thy father, made master of the magicians, astrologers, Chaldeans, and soothsayers;

12 Forasmuch as an excellent spirit, and knowledge, and understanding, interpreting of dreams, and shewing of hard sentences, and dissolving of doubts, were found in the same Daniel, whom the king named Belteshazzar: now let Daniel be called, and he will shew the interpretation.

13 Then was Daniel brought in before the king. And the king spake and said unto Daniel, Art thou that Daniel, which art of the children of the captivity of Judah, whom the king my father brought out of Jewry?

14 I have even heard of thee, that the spirit of the gods is in thee, and that light and understanding and excellent wisdom is found in thee.

15 And now the wise men, the astrologers, have been brought in before me, that they should read this writing, and make known unto me the interpretation thereof: but they could not shew the interpretation of the thing:

16 And I have heard of thee, that thou canst make interpretations, and dissolve doubts: now if thou canst read the writing, and make known to me the interpretation thereof, thou shalt be clothed with scarlet, and have a chain of gold about thy neck, and shalt be the third ruler in the kingdom.

17 Then Daniel answered and said before the king, Let thy gifts be to thyself, and give thy rewards to another; yet I will read the writing unto the king, and make known to him the interpretation.

18 O thou king, the most high God gave Nebuchadnezzar thy father a kingdom, and majesty, and glory, and honour:

19 And for the majesty that he gave him, all people, nations, and languages, trembled and feared before him: whom he would he slew; and whom he would he kept alive; and whom he would he set up; and whom he would he put down.

20 But when his heart was lifted up, and his mind hardened in pride, he was deposed from his kingly throne, and they took his glory from him:

21 And he was driven from the sons of men; and his heart was made like the beasts, and his dwelling was with the wild asses: they fed him with grass like oxen, and his body was wet with the dew of heaven; till he knew that the most high God ruled in the kingdom of men, and that he appointeth over it whomsoever he will.

22 And thou his son, O Belshazzar, hast not humbled thine heart, though thou knewest all this;

23 But hast lifted up thyself against the Lord of heaven; and they have brought the vessels of his house before thee, and thou, and thy lords, thy wives, and thy concubines, have drunk wine in them; and thou hast praised the gods of silver, and gold, of brass, iron, wood, and stone, which see not, nor hear, nor know: and the God in whose hand thy breath is, and whose are all thy ways, hast thou not glorified:

24 Then was the part of the hand sent from him; and this writing was written.

25 And this is the writing that was written, MENE, MENE, TEKEL, UPHARSIN.

26 This is the interpretation of the thing: MENE; God hath numbered thy kingdom, and finished it.

27 TEKEL; Thou art weighed in the balances, and art found wanting.

28 PERES; Thy kingdom is divided, and given to the Medes and Persians.

29 Then commanded Belshazzar, and they clothed Daniel with scarlet, and put a chain of gold about his neck, and made a proclamation concerning him, that he should be the third ruler in the kingdom.

30 In that night was Belshazzar the king of the Chaldeans slain.

31 And Darius the Median took the kingdom, being about threescore and two years old.

Outline 5:
(This chapter concerns the judgment of King Belshazzar, a grandson of King Nebuchadnezzar.  The head of gold--the king of Babylon--falls into the hands of the Medes and Persians.)
I.
Belshazzar's feast.  (l-4)

A.
Belshazzar the king made a great feast for a thousand of his lords and drank wine 


before them.


B.
While he tasted the wine, he commanded servants to bring the golden and silver 


vessels which his father Nebuchadnezzar had taken out of the temple which was 


in Jerusalem so that he, his princes, wives, and concubines might drink 



from them.

C.
They brought the golden vessels that were taken out of the temple of the 



house of God which was at Jerusalem.



1.
The king and his princes, wives, and concubines drank from them.



2.
As they drank wine, they praised the gods of gold, silver, brass, iron,  



wood, and stone.

II.
The revelation of impending judgment. (5-6)


A.
In the same hour there came the fingers of a man's hand and wrote over against 


the candlestick upon the plaster of the wall of the king's palace, and the king saw 


the part of the hand that wrote.


B.
Then the king's countenance was changed and his thoughts troubled him, so that 


the joints of his loins were loosed and his knees smote one against another.
III.
The search for an interpreter.  (7-9)

A.
The king cried aloud to bring in the astrologers, the Chaldeans, and the 



soothsayers. 


1.
And the king said to the wise men of Babylon, Whosoever shall read this 



writing, and show me the interpretation:




a.
Shall be clothed with scarlet.




b.
Shall have a chain of gold about his neck.




c.
Shall be the third ruler in the kingdom.


B.
Then all the king's wise men came in, but they could not read the writing nor 


make known to the king the interpretation.


C.
Then King Belshazzar was greatly troubled,  his countenance changed in him, 


and his lords were astonished.

IV.
Daniel is called to interpret.  (10-16)


A.
Now the queen, by reason of the words of the king and his lords (hearing what 


had happened), came into the banquet house: 


1.
And the queen spoke and said, Oh king, live forever.  Do not let your 



thoughts trouble you, nor let your countenance be changed.


2.
There is a man in your kingdom, in whom is the spirit of the holy gods.



3.
In the days of your father--Nebuchadnezzar the king--light,
understanding, 


and wisdom like the wisdom of the gods was found in him and the king 



made him the master of the magicians, astrologers, Chaldeans, and 




soothsayers.


4.
An excellent spirit, knowledge, understanding, interpreting of dreams, 



showing (explaining) of hard sentences, and dissolving of doubts were 



found in the same Daniel, whom the king named Belteshazzar.



5.
Now, let Daniel be called and he will show the interpretation.


B.
Then Daniel was brought in and the king spoke to him and said:



1.
Are you that Daniel, which are of the children of the captivity of Judah, 



whom the king my father brought out of Jewry?



2.
I have even heard of you, that the spirit of the gods is in you, and that 



light, understanding, and excellent wisdom is found in you.



3.
The wise men and the astrologers have been brought in before me 




that they should read this writing and make known unto me the 




interpretation of it, but they could not show the interpretation of the thing.


4.
I have heard of you, that you can make interpretations and dissolve 



doubts.



5.
Now if you can read the writing and make known to me the interpretation 



thereof, you shall be clothed with scarlet, have a chain of gold about your 



neck, and shall be the third ruler in the kingdom.
V.
The interpretation. Then Daniel answered and said before the king:  (17-29)


A.
Let your gifts be to yourself, and give your rewards to another; yet I will read the 


writing unto the king and make the interpretation known to him.


B.
Oh king, the Most High God gave Nebuchadnezzar, your father, a kingdom,


majesty, glory, and honor.


1.
And for the majesty that he gave him, all people, nations, and languages, 



trembled and feared before him.



2.
Whom he would he slew; and whom he would he kept alive; and whom he 


would he set up; and whom he would he put down.  (He had absolute 



power.)


3.
But when his heart was lifted up and his mind hardened in pride, he was 



deposed from his kingly throne, and they took his glory from him.


4.
And he was driven from the sons of men:




a.
His heart was made like the beasts.




b.
His dwelling was with the wild asses.




c.
They fed him with grass like oxen.




d.
His body was wet with the dew of heaven.



5.
He remained in this condition until he knew that the Most High God rules 



in the kingdom of men and that He appoints over it whomsoever He will.


C.
And you, his son, oh Belshazzar, have not humbled your heart, though you knew 


all this.


1.
You still lifted yourself up against the Lord of heaven.



2.
You brought the vessels of God's house and you, your lords, your wives, 



and concubines have drunk wine in them.



3.
You have praised the gods of silver, gold, brass, iron, wood, and stone, 



which see not, nor hear, nor know. 

D.
You have not glorified the God who holds your breath and all your ways in His 


hands.  

E.
As a result. He has sent the hand that wrote this writing: MENE, MENE, 



TEKEL, UPHARSIN.


F.
Here is the interpretation:



1.
MENE:  God has numbered your kingdom and finished it.



2.
TEKEL:  You are weighed in the balances and found wanting.



3.
PERES:  Your kingdom is divided and given to the Medes and Persians.


G.
Then Belshazzar commanded that they clothe Daniel with scarlet, put a chain of 


gold about his neck and proclaimed that he should be the third ruler in the 



kingdom.
VI.
The fulfillment of the interpretation. (30-31)


A.
That night Belshazzar, the king of the Chaldeans, was slain.


B.
And Darius, who was a Mede and about 62 years old, took over the kingdom, 

COMMENTARY ON CHAPTER FIVE

This chapter concerns the judgment of King Belshazzar, a grandson of King Nebuchadnezzar.  The prophecy of Daniel 2 is fulfilled as the head of gold--Babylon--falls into the hands of the Medes and Persians.

Belshazzar's Feast
Daniel 5:1-4

Belshazzar the king made a great feast to a thousand of his lords, and drank wine before the thousand. Belshazzar, whiles he tasted the wine, commanded to bring the golden and silver vessels which his father Nebuchadnezzar had taken out of the temple which was in Jerusalem; that the king, and his princes, his wives, and his concubines, might drink therein. Then they brought the golden vessels that were taken out of the temple of the house of God which was at Jerusalem; and the king, and his princes, his wives, and his concubines, drank in them.  They drank wine, and praised the gods of gold, and of silver, of brass, of iron, of wood, and of stone. (Daniel 5:1-4)

This chapter opens with a man named Belshazzar serving as king and a co-regent in Babylon.  Several other men had ruled the empire after the death of Nebuchadnezzar, and at the time of the events in this chapter Nabonidus was the actual king of Babylon.  He spent much time away on foreign expeditions however, so Belshazzar, his son, served as his co-regent and was second in the kingdom.


The setting for the events in the chapter is a huge feast Belshazzar made for 1,000 of his lords.  In the midst of the revelry and drinking, Belshazzar told his servants to bring the gold and silver vessels which Nebuchadnezzar had taken out of the temple in Jerusalem (Daniel 1).


When the servants brought these sacred vessels, the king and his princes, his wives, and his concubines began drinking wine out of them and praising their gods of gold, silver, brass, iron, wood, and stone. What a desecration!  The vessels of God being used in such a sinful way.   

But did you know that you, too, are a holy vessel unto the Lord?  As a temple of the Holy Spirit, you are a sacred vessel of the presence of God:

In a large house there are articles not only of gold and silver, but also of wood and clay; some are for noble purposes and some for ignoble. If a man cleanses himself from the latter, he will be an instrument for noble purposes, made holy, useful to the Master and prepared to do any good work.  Flee the evil desires of youth, and pursue righteousness, faith, love and peace, along with those who call on the Lord out of a pure heart. Don't have anything to do with foolish and stupid arguments, because you know they produce quarrels. And the Lord's servant must not quarrel; instead, he must be kind to everyone, able to teach, not resentful. Those who oppose him he must gently instruct, in the hope that God will grant them repentance leading them to a knowledge of the truth, 26 and that they will come to their senses and escape from the trap of the devil, who has taken them captive to do his will.  (2 Timothy 2:20-26, NIV)

Will you be a vessel of honor or dishonor?  Will you pollute your spiritual vessel by partaking of ungodly habits, attitudes, conversations, and conduct?  Or will you be a vessel of honor by fleeing evil and pursuing righteousness?

The Revelation Of Impending Judgment
Daniel 5:5-6

In the midst of the revelry at the king's party--in the same hour they drank from the sacred vessels and mocked the true God with idolatrous worship--the fingers of a man's hand appeared and a message was written on the wall, over near where the candlestick stood so it was clearly visible:
 In the same hour came forth fingers of a man's hand, and wrote over against the candlestick upon the plaister of the wall of the king's palace: and the king saw the part of the hand that wrote. Then the king's countenance was changed, and his thoughts troubled him, so that the joints of his loins were loosed, and his knees smote one against another.

(Daniel 5:5-6)

Can't you just imagine the fingers slowly writing the message?  The music stops.  The drinking stops.  People watch in consternation as a message appears on the wall. This can't be good!  The king's countenance is immediately changed and his thoughts trouble him.  He is so fearful that his knees begin to knock together.

The Search For An Interpreter

Daniel 5:7-9

The king cried aloud to bring in the astrologers, the Chaldeans, and the soothsayers. And the king spake, and said to the wise men of Babylon, Whosoever shall read this writing, and shew me the interpretation thereof, shall be clothed with scarlet, and have a chain of gold about his neck, and shall be the third ruler in the kingdom. Then came in all the king's wise men: but they could not read the writing, nor make known to the king the interpretation thereof. Then was king Belshazzar greatly troubled, and his countenance was changed in him, and his lords were astonied. (Daniel 5:7-9)

When the fingers ceased writing and the message on the wall was complete, the king called for the astrologers, the Chaldeans, and the soothsayers. The king said to them, "Whoever shall read this writing and show me the interpretation of it shall be clothed with scarlet, shall have a chain of gold about his neck, and shall become the third ruler in the kingdom."

All the wise men studied the writing carefully, but they could not interpret it.  Then Belshazzar was really troubled.  His entire countenance changed and his lords were astonished.
Daniel Is Called To Interpret
 Daniel 5:10-16

Now the queen, by reason of the words of the king and his lords, came into the banquet house: and the queen spake and said, O king, live for ever: let not thy thoughts trouble thee, nor let thy countenance be changed: There is a man in thy kingdom, in whom is the spirit of the holy gods; and in the days of thy father light and understanding and wisdom, like the wisdom of the gods, was found in him; whom the king Nebuchadnezzar thy father, the king, I say, thy father, made master of the magicians, astrologers, Chaldeans, and soothsayers; Forasmuch as an excellent spirit, and knowledge, and understanding, interpreting of dreams, and shewing of hard sentences, and dissolving of doubts, were found in the same Daniel, whom the king named Belteshazzar: now let Daniel be called, and he will shew the interpretation. Then was Daniel brought in before the king. And the king spake and said unto Daniel, Art thou that Daniel, which art of the children of the captivity of Judah, whom the king my father brought out of Jewry? I have even heard of thee, that the spirit of the gods is in thee, and that light and understanding and excellent wisdom is found in thee. And now the wise men, the astrologers, have been brought in before me, that they should read this writing, and make known unto me the interpretation thereof: but they could not shew the interpretation of the thing: And I have heard of thee, that thou canst make interpretations, and dissolve doubts: now if thou canst read the writing, and make known to me the interpretation thereof, thou shalt be clothed with scarlet, and have a chain of gold about thy neck, and shalt be the third ruler in the kingdom. (Daniel 5:10-16)

Upon hearing what was going on in the banquet house, the queen came in and told the king not to be troubled.  This woman was most likely the queen mother, not Belshazzar's wife as his wives and concubines were at the feast with him.  Obviously, the queen mother did not recognize the gravity of the situation.  She told the king not to worry because there was a man in his kingdom upon whom rested the spirit of the holy gods and that he would be able to interpret the writing on the wall.

"In the days of  Nebuchadnezzar the king, your father, light, understanding, and wisdom--like the wisdom of the gods--was found in him, " said the queen.   Nebuchadnezzar was actually Belshazzar's grandfather, but the Babylonians referred to their fathers, grandfathers, and ancestors as their "fathers."   The queen continued:  "Nebuchadnezzar  made him the master of the magicians, astrologers, Chaldeans, and soothsayers.  An excellent spirit, knowledge,  understanding, interpreting of dreams, explaining difficult things, and dissolving of doubts were found in him. The man is called Daniel, whom the king named Belteshazzar."  Despite the fact that Daniel received his abilities from God and always gave Him the credit, these people continued to believe he was some sort of soothsayer empowered by their gods.

Daniel was not present at the banquet, but the queen suggested that he be called  to interpret the handwriting on the wall.  The king agreed, and Daniel was summoned.  You may not be invited to the royal ball, but if God wants you there to accomplish His purposes, He will open the door and make it happen!  Are you feeling set aside?  Don't worry.  God knows exactly where you are.  He will open the door and get you where you need to be in His perfect timing.


 Many only turn to God as a last resort when their own wisdom, plans, and schemes have failed, and that is what Belshazzar did here. When Daniel arrived the king asked, "Are you that Daniel, which are of the children of the captivity of Judah, whom the king my father brought out of Jewry? I have heard of you, that the spirit of the gods is in you and that light, understanding, and excellent wisdom is found in you."

The king then explained that his wise men could not read the writing on the wall.  "I have heard that you can interpret and dissolve doubts,"  said Belshazzar.  "If  you can read the writing and interpret it, you shall be clothed with scarlet,  have a chain of gold about your neck, and  be the third ruler in the kingdom."  Belshazzar offered the position of third ruler of the kingdom because he, himself, was second to his father.
The Interpretation
Daniel 5:17-29
Then Daniel answered and said before the king, Let thy gifts be to thyself, and give thy rewards to another; yet I will read the writing unto the king, and make known to him the interpretation.  O thou king, the most high God gave Nebuchadnezzar thy father a kingdom, and majesty, and glory, and honour: And for the majesty that he gave him, all people, nations, and languages, trembled and feared before him: whom he would he slew; and whom he would he kept alive; and whom he would he set up; and whom he would he put down. But when his heart was lifted up, and his mind hardened in pride, he was deposed from his kingly throne, and they took his glory from him: And he was driven from the sons of men; and his heart was made like the beasts, and his dwelling was with the wild asses: they fed him with grass like oxen, and his body was wet with the dew of heaven; till he knew that the most high God ruled in the kingdom of men, and that he appointeth over it whomsoever he will. And thou his son, O Belshazzar, hast not humbled thine heart, though thou knewest all this; But hast lifted up thyself against the Lord of heaven; and they have brought the vessels of his house before thee, and thou, and thy lords, thy wives, and thy concubines, have drunk wine in them; and thou hast praised the gods of silver, and gold, of brass, iron, wood, and stone, which see not, nor hear, nor know: and the God in whose hand thy breath is, and whose are all thy ways, hast thou not glorified: Then was the part of the hand sent from him; and this writing was written. And this is the writing that was written, MENE, MENE, TEKEL, UPHARSIN. This is the interpretation of the thing: MENE; God hath numbered thy kingdom, and finished it. TEKEL; Thou art weighed in the balances, and art found wanting. PERES; Thy kingdom is divided, and given to the Medes and Persians. Then commanded Belshazzar, and they clothed Daniel with scarlet, and put a chain of gold about his neck, and made a proclamation concerning him, that he should be the third ruler in the kingdom. 
(Daniel 5:17-29)

Daniel told Belshazzar that he could keep his gifts and rewards.  Daniel knew they would be of no value anyhow, as God was about to send harsh judgment upon Babylon.  Daniel's ministry was not for sale!  What about your ministry?  Do you minister because of your love for God or for the benefits you think you will receive?

As he began the interpretation, Daniel gave the king a much-needed history lesson.  He reviewed the majesty of Nebuchadnezzar's kingdom, noting that it had all been given to him by God.  Nebuchadnezzar had absolute power over all of the then-known world of his time.  If he wanted to kill someone, he did.  If he wanted to spare someone, he did.  


Then Daniel reminded Belshazzar of how Nebuchadnezzar became filled with pride, lost his kingdom, and was driven from society to live like a beast.  For seven years, Nebuchadnezzar existed this way until he acknowledged that the Most High God rules in the kingdom of men and that He appoints over it whoever He will.  Then, at last, his kingdom was restored.

Then Daniel declared, "And you, oh Belshazzar, have not humbled your heart, though you knew all this. You still lifted yourself up against the Lord of heaven. They brought the vessels of God's house before you and you, your lords, wives, and concubines have drunk wine in them. You have praised the gods of silver, gold, brass, iron, wood, and stone, which do not see, hear, or  know.  You have not glorified the God who holds your breath and your ways in His hands."  Belshazzar's sins included immorality, idolatry, pride, rebellion, and rejection of God.

When we stand before God, we too will be without excuse because  "...the invisible things of him from the creation of the world are clearly seen, being understood by the things that are made, even his eternal power and Godhead; so that they are without excuse.  Because that, when they knew God, they glorified him not as God, neither were thankful; but became vain in their imaginations, and their foolish heart was darkened" (Romans 1:20-21).


Finally, Daniel pronounced the judgment.  He informed Belshazzar that God had sent the hand that wrote on the wall.  Here is the interpretation:

-Mene:  The word "mene" meant numbered or counted.  Daniel interpreted this as "God has numbered your kingdom and finished it."
- Tekel: The word "tekel" means wanting.  Daniel declared, "You are weighed in the balances, and art found wanting." 

-Peres:  The word "peres" means division and is the singular of "upharsin", the word written on the wall. "Your kingdom is divided, and given to the Medes and Persians," Daniel declared. 

Belshazzar's kingdom had been counted, weighed, and divided.  It would be taken from him that very night by the Medes and Persians.  How does your "kingdom" measure up? Your spiritual experience?  Your business?  Your relationships?

Then Belshazzar commanded that they clothe Daniel with scarlet, put a chain of gold around his neck, and proclaimed that he should be the third ruler in the kingdom.  These honors were without value, however, as that night Belshazzar lost the kingdom.
The Fulfillment Of The Interpretation
Daniel 5:30-31

In that night was Belshazzar the king of the Chaldeans slain. And Darius the Median took the kingdom, being about threescore and two years old. (Daniel 5:30-31)

That very night the judgment that was prophesied was fulfilled.   (Parallel accounts are in Isaiah 13:17-22 and 21:1-10 and Jeremiah 51:33-58.)

Historical accounts reveal that despite the thirty-foot thick walls around the city which made it seemingly impregnable, an advancing Persian army altered the flow of the river that passed through the city of Babylon and under its walls. When the water level in the moat fell sufficiently, the enemy simply walked along the riverbed under the walls and attacked the Babylonians.  Belshazzar was slain and Darius, who was a Mede and about 62 years old, took over the kingdom.  

The fulfillment of the prophetic vision recorded in Daniel 2 had begun. Babylon had fallen,  the golden head of the statue was gone.  The silver breast and arms were now in place, representing the two-part division of the empire ruled by the Medes and Persians.

Like King Belshazzar, you may feel secure behind the protective walls of your wealth or position, never realizing that judgment is near until it is too late.  You may be walled in by bitterness or unforgiveness. You may feel safe and secure, but it is time to repent before you experience God's judgment.

The New Testament tells the story of a farmer who, like Belshazzar, thought he was safe and secure:
And he spake a parable unto them, saying, The ground of a certain rich man brought forth plentifully: And he thought within himself, saying, What shall I do, because I have no room where to bestow my fruits? And he said, This will I do: I will pull down my barns, and build greater; and there will I bestow all my fruits and my goods. And I will say to my soul, Soul, thou hast much goods laid up for many years; take thine ease, eat, drink, and be merry. But God said unto him, Thou fool, this night thy soul shall be required of thee: then whose shall those things be, which thou hast provided?  
(Luke 12:16-20)


You may be prosperous and a good provider for your family.  Your future may look good.  But what about your soul?  Have you made eternal provision for it by accepting Jesus Christ as your Savior? 

If you are a believer, are you laying up treasurers here on earth and disregarding the true treasures that you should be laying up in heaven?  Are you using God's vessel--your life--for unholy purposes?  What would the finger of God write over your life today?  


There is no wall so high that God cannot flatten it. There is no sin too great that the blood of Jesus cannot cover it.  There is no time more appropriate to get your heart, your life, and your priorities straight than right now, in this moment. 
Study questions on chapter 5:
1.
Describe the setting for this chapter.  (1)
2.
Who was Belshazzar and what position did he hold in the kingdom?  (commentary)

3.
What terrible offense did Belshazzar commit? (2-4)
4.
As a result of this offence, what happened?  (5)
5.
What was the king's response to the handwriting on the wall?  (6)

6.
For whom did the king call and why?  (7)

7.
What happened when the wise men arrived? (8)

8.
What was Belshazzar's response to the failure of the wise men?  (9)

9.
Summarize what the queen shared with Belshazzar.  What positive 
characteristics did she 
ascribe to Daniel?  (10-12)

10.
Who did the king call for in verse 13?

11.
What question did the king ask Daniel in verse 13?

12.
What had the king heard about Daniel?  (14 and 16)

13.
What did the king tell Daniel in verse 15?

14.
What was the king's request in verse 16?

15.
What did the king promise Daniel in verse 16 and what was Daniel's response to these promises in verse 17?

16.
Summarize the  historical example shared by Daniel in verses 18-21.

17.
What had been Belshazzar's life style, despite the fact he had known these historical facts?  (22-23)

18.
What do you learn about God in verse 23?

19.
Who sent the hand that wrote on the wall?  (24)

20.
Summarize the interpretation of the message written on the wall.  (24-28 and the commentary)

21.
What did the king command in verse 29?

22.
What happened that night?  (30 and the commentary)

23.
Who took over the kingdom and what prophecy did this fulfill?  (31, the commentary, and Daniel chapter 2)

24.
What did you learn in this chapter to apply to your life and ministry?

Daniel 6

1 It pleased Darius to set over the kingdom an hundred and twenty princes, which should be over the whole kingdom;

2 And over these three presidents; of whom Daniel was first: that the princes might give accounts unto them, and the king should have no damage.

3 Then this Daniel was preferred above the presidents and princes, because an excellent spirit was in him; and the king thought to set him over the whole realm.

4 Then the presidents and princes sought to find occasion against Daniel concerning the kingdom; but they could find none occasion nor fault; forasmuch as he was faithful, neither was there any error or fault found in him.

5 Then said these men, We shall not find any occasion against this Daniel, except we find it against him concerning the law of his God.

6 Then these presidents and princes assembled together to the king, and said thus unto him, King Darius, live for ever.

7 All the presidents of the kingdom, the governors, and the princes, the counsellors, and the captains, have consulted together to establish a royal statute, and to make a firm decree, that whosoever shall ask a petition of any God or man for thirty days, save of thee, O king, he shall be cast into the den of lions.

8 Now, O king, establish the decree, and sign the writing, that it be not changed, according to the law of the Medes and Persians, which altereth not.

9 Wherefore king Darius signed the writing and the decree.

10 Now when Daniel knew that the writing was signed, he went into his house; and his windows being open in his chamber toward Jerusalem, he kneeled upon his knees three times a day, and prayed, and gave thanks before his God, as he did aforetime.

11 Then these men assembled, and found Daniel praying and making supplication before his God.

12 Then they came near, and spake before the king concerning the king's decree; Hast thou not signed a decree, that every man that shall ask a petition of any God or man within thirty days, save of thee, O king, shall be cast into the den of lions? The king answered and said, The thing is true, according to the law of the Medes and Persians, which altereth not.

13 Then answered they and said before the king, That Daniel, which is of the children of the captivity of Judah, regardeth not thee, O king, nor the decree that thou hast signed, but maketh his petition three times a day.

14 Then the king, when he heard these words, was sore displeased with himself, and set his heart on Daniel to deliver him: and he laboured till the going down of the sun to deliver him.

15 Then these men assembled unto the king, and said unto the king, Know, O king, that the law of the Medes and Persians is, That no decree nor statute which the king establisheth may be changed.

16 Then the king commanded, and they brought Daniel, and cast him into the den of lions. Now the king spake and said unto Daniel, Thy God whom thou servest continually, he will deliver thee.

17 And a stone was brought and laid upon the mouth of the den; and the king sealed it with his own signet, and with the signet of his lords; that the purpose might not be changed concerning Daniel.

18 Then the king went to his palace, and passed the night fasting: neither were instruments of musick brought before him: and his sleep went from him.

19 Then the king arose very early in the morning, and went in haste unto the den of lions.

20 And when he came to the den, he cried with a lamentable voice unto Daniel: and the king spake and said to Daniel, O Daniel, servant of the living God, is thy God, whom thou servest continually, able to deliver thee from the lions?

21 Then said Daniel unto the king, O king, live for ever.

22 My God hath sent his angel, and hath shut the lions' mouths, that they have not hurt me: forasmuch as before him innocency was found in me; and also before thee, O king, have I done no hurt.

23 Then was the king exceeding glad for him, and commanded that they should take Daniel up out of the den. So Daniel was taken up out of the den, and no manner of hurt was found upon him, because he believed in his God.

24 And the king commanded, and they brought those men which had accused Daniel, and they cast them into the den of lions, them, their children, and their wives; and the lions had the mastery of them, and brake all their bones in pieces or ever they came at the bottom of the den.

25 Then king Darius wrote unto all people, nations, and languages, that dwell in all the earth; Peace be multiplied unto you.

26 I make a decree, That in every dominion of my kingdom men tremble and fear before the God of Daniel: for he is the living God, and stedfast for ever, and his kingdom that which shall not be destroyed, and his dominion shall be even unto the end.

27 He delivereth and rescueth, and he worketh signs and wonders in heaven and in earth, who hath delivered Daniel from the power of the lions.

28 So this Daniel prospered in the reign of Darius, and in the reign of Cyrus the Persian.

Outline 6:
(Daniel in the lion's den.)
I.
Daniel's position in the kingdom of Darius.  (1-3)


A.
It pleased Darius to set over the kingdom 120 princes which should be over the 


whole kingdom.

B.
Over these princes were three presidents, of whom Daniel was first.


C.
The princes gave account to these three presidents, so that the king should 



have no damage.


D.
Daniel was preferred above the presidents and princes because an excellent spirit 


was in him.


E.
The king was thinking about setting Daniel over the whole realm of the kingdom.

II.
An evil plot.  (4-9)


A.
The presidents and princes sought to find occasion against Daniel concerning 


the kingdom.


B.
They could find no occasion, error, or fault in him, for he was faithful.


C.
Then the men said, "We shall not find any occasion against Daniel unless we 


find it against him concerning the law of his God."

D.
Then these presidents and princes assembled together to the king and said to him:



1.
King Darius, live forever.



2.
All the presidents of the kingdom, the governors, the princes, the 




counselors, and the captains have consulted together to establish a royal 



statute, and to make a firm decree, that whoever shall ask a petition of any 



god or man for thirty days, save of you, oh king, shall be cast into the 



den of lions.


3.
Now, oh king, establish the decree and sign the writing so that it will not 



be changed, according to the law of the Medes and Persians, which cannot 


be altered.


4.
So King Darius signed the writing and the decree.
III.
Accusations against Daniel and the king's response.  (10-14)

A.
Now when Daniel knew that the writing was signed:



1.
He went into his house where his windows in his chamber were open 



toward Jerusalem.



2.
Here, he knelt upon his knees three times a day,  prayed, and gave thanks 



before his God, just as he did prior to the issuing of the decree.


3.
Then these men assembled and found Daniel praying and making 




supplication before his God.


B.
Then they came near and spoke before the king concerning his decree, "Have you 


not signed a decree that every man that shall ask a petition of any God or man 


for thirty days, save of you, oh king, shall be cast into the den of lions?"


C.
The king answered and said, "The thing is true, according to the law of the Medes 

and Persians" (which cannot be changed once it is signed into law).


D.
Then they answered and said to the king, "That Daniel, which is of the 



children of the captivity of Judah,  does not regard you, oh king, nor the decree 


that you have signed, but makes his petition three times a day."

E.
Then the king, when he heard these words, was very displeased with himself, so 


he set his heart to deliver Daniel and labored till the going down of the sun to 


deliver him.
IV.
Daniel sentenced to the lion's den.  (15-18)



A.
Then these men assembled and said unto the king, "You know, oh king, that the 


law of the Medes and Persians is that no decree nor statute which the king 



establishes may be changed."

B.
Then the king commanded and they brought Daniel and cast him into the den of 


lions. 

C.
Now the king said unto Daniel, "Your God whom you serve continually, He will 


deliver you."

D.
A stone was brought and laid upon the mouth of the den and the king sealed it 


with his own signet, and with the signet of his lords, that the purpose might not be 

changed concerning Daniel.

E.
Then the king went to his palace:



1.
He passed the night fasting.



2.
He refused entertainment.



3.
He could not sleep.
V.
Daniel delivered.  (19-23)

A.
The king arose very early in the morning and went in haste unto the den of 


lions.


B.
When he came to the den, he cried with a lamentable voice and said to Daniel, 


"Oh Daniel, servant of the living God, is your God, whom you serve continually, 


able to deliver you from the lions?"

C.
Then said Daniel unto the king:



1.
Oh king, live forever.



2.
My God has sent His angel and has shut the lions' mouths, that they have 



not hurt me.



3.
Forasmuch as I was found innocent before Him, and also before you, oh 



king, have I done no hurt.


D.
Then the king was exceeding glad for him and commanded that they should 


take Daniel up out of the den. 

E.
So Daniel was taken up out of the den, and no manner of injury was found upon 


him because he believed in his God.
VI.
A death sentence and a decree. (24-28)

A.
The king commanded and they brought those men which had accused Daniel. 


1.
They cast them, their children, and their wives into the lion's den. 



2.
The lions had the mastery of them and broke all their bones in pieces 



before they ever came to the bottom of the den.


B.
Then king Darius wrote unto all people, nations, and languages that dwell in all 


the earth:



1.
Peace be multiplied unto you.



2.
I make a decree, that in every dominion of my kingdom men tremble and 



fear before the God of Daniel.



3.
For He is the living God, and steadfast forever.



4.
His kingdom shall not be destroyed.



5.
His dominion shall be even unto the end.



6.
He delivers, rescues, and works signs and wonders in heaven and in 



earth.



7.
He has delivered Daniel from the power of the lions.


C.
So Daniel prospered in the reign of Darius and in the reign of Cyrus the Persian.

COMMENTARY ON CHAPTER SIX

This chapter relates the familiar story of Daniel in the lion's den.

Daniel's Position In The Kingdom Of Darius
Daniel 6:1-3
 It pleased Darius to set over the kingdom an hundred and twenty princes, which should be over the whole kingdom; And over these three presidents; of whom Daniel was first: that the princes might give accounts unto them, and the king should have no damage. Then this Daniel was preferred above the presidents and princes, because an excellent spirit was in him; and the king thought to set him over the whole realm. (Daniel 6:1-3)

The new king, Darius of Persia, selected 120 princes to rule his kingdom.  Over these were three presidents, of whom Daniel was first.  The 120 princes reported to the three presidents regarding affairs of the kingdom so that the king would suffer no losses.


We are told that Daniel was preferred above all the presidents and princes, because an excellent spirit was in him. Despite his association with the ousted regime, the king was  considering placing him over the whole realm of the kingdom.  What kind of spirit do you demonstrate on your job?  How do you respond to authorities over you?

You will remember that under Belshazzar, Daniel apparently was ignored and set aside since Belshazzar didn't seem to know about him until the night judgment fell upon Babylon.  Now, despite his age, Daniel has a new position under King Darius.  You are never too old for God to do a new thing in your life:
Behold, I will do a new thing; now it shall spring forth; shall ye not know it? I will even make a way in the wilderness, and rivers in the desert. (Isaiah 43:19)

An Evil Plot

Daniel 6:4-9

Then the presidents and princes sought to find occasion against Daniel concerning the kingdom; but they could find none occasion nor fault; forasmuch as he was faithful, neither was there any error or fault found in him. Then said these men, We shall not find any occasion against this Daniel, except we find it against him concerning the law of his God. Then these presidents and princes assembled together to the king, and said thus unto him, King Darius, live for ever. All the presidents of the kingdom, the governors, and the princes, the counsellors, and the captains, have consulted together to establish a royal statute, and to make a firm decree, that whosoever shall ask a petition of any God or man for thirty days, save of thee, O king, he shall be cast into the den of lions. Now, O king, establish the decree, and sign the writing, that it be not changed, according to the law of the Medes and Persians, which altereth not. Wherefore king Darius signed the writing and the decree. (Daniel 6:4-9)

Perhaps motivated by racial prejudice and for sure by jealousy,  the two other presidents and the 120 princes determined they would find some fault in Daniel so they could have him removed from his position. When you are promoted on your job or in the Kingdom of God, don't expect everyone to be happy about it.  Some people may be jealous and even plot to bring you down.  Keep on doing what is right and trust God.  You are not called to defend yourself, you are called to fulfill your divine destiny in the Kingdom of God.    

Despite their intense investigation, these men could find no fault in Daniel.  He was faithful to the king.  Trustworthy.  No grounds for accusations.  Honorable and honest.  What a great testimony!  Despite living in a heathen, idolatrous society, Daniel had remained pure and unaffected.  Can we do any less?  It is God's desire that we may be "...blameless and harmless, the sons of God, without rebuke, in the midst of a crooked and perverse nation, among whom ye shine as lights in the world " (Philippians 2:15).


Finally, these evil men realized that they would not find anything against Daniel unless it related to his faith and his keeping of God's laws. So they came up with a diabolical plan. These presidents and princes went to the king and asked him to make a royal decree that for 30 days, whoever would petition any god or man for anything would be cast into the lion's den.  Petitions could only be made to the king. 

They requested that the king make this decree according to the law of the Medes and Persians, which--once established--could not be altered.  The Medes and Persians considered their king as Catholics do their pope.  They thought he was infallible.  For the king to make a decree and then change it would show fallibility. Motivated by their adoring flattery and succumbing to his own pride, King Darius agreed with their suggestion and signed the decree.
Accusations Against Daniel 
And The King's Response

Daniel 6:10-14

 Now when Daniel knew that the writing was signed, he went into his house; and his windows being open in his chamber toward Jerusalem, he kneeled upon his knees three times a day, and prayed, and gave thanks before his God, as he did aforetime. Then these men assembled, and found Daniel praying and making supplication before his God. Then they came near, and spake before the king concerning the king's decree; Hast thou not signed a decree, that every man that shall ask a petition of any God or man within thirty days, save of thee, O king, shall be cast into the den of lions? The king answered and said, The thing is true, according to the law of the Medes and Persians, which altereth not. Then answered they and said before the king, That Daniel, which is of the children of the captivity of Judah, regardeth not thee, O king, nor the decree that thou hast signed, but maketh his petition three times a day. Then the king, when he heard these words, was sore displeased with himself, and set his heart on Daniel to deliver him: and he laboured till the going down of the sun to deliver him (Daniel 6:10-14).


It wasn't long until Daniel heard about the decree, but he did not let it alter his lifestyle.  He went into his house where the windows in his chamber were open toward Jerusalem and prayed as he normally did three times a day.  Obviously, Daniel had a set time and place of prayer.  Do you?  

In 1 Kings 8:46-49 it tells how when Israel was carried to other nations because of their sins, they were to pray toward Jerusalem and God would hear and restore them.  Evidently Daniel practiced this.  His faith was not crisis-oriented, it was consistent.  He didn't just come to God in times of trouble.  Do you meet with God regularly or only in emergencies?  Each day, you will make a choice to either look to Babylon--representing the world--or to Jerusalem--representing the Kingdom of God.

Daniel knelt there before the open window three times a day, prayed, and gave thanks to God just as he had done before the diabolical decree was issued.  Daniel did not directly challenge the law or organize a civil demonstration.  He just kept doing what was right and what he was already doing prior to the law being established.  As believers, we are to honor laws of our nation unless they conflict with the laws of God.  When laws conflict, then we are to obey God rather than man  (Acts 5:29).

The accusers saw Daniel praying and making supplication to God and they wasted no time bringing the matter to the king's attention.  Although they already knew the answer, the men asked Darius,  "Didn't you sign a decree that every man who shall ask a petition of any god or man for thirty days--save of you, oh king--shall be cast into the den of lions?"


The king answered and said, "The thing is true, according to the law of the Medes
and Persians."


Then they told the king, "Daniel, which is one of the children of the captivity of Judah,  does not regard you, nor the decree that you have signed.  He petitions his God three times a day."


When the king heard these words, he was very displeased with himself.  He set his heart on trying to deliver Daniel and feverishly and fruitlessly labored until evening to try to save him.  Have you ever been displeased with yourself and tried to make things right?  It usually doesn't work.  It takes God to set things right.
Daniel Sentenced To  The Lion's Den

Daniel 6:15-18

 Then these men assembled unto the king, and said unto the king, Know, O king, that the law of the Medes and Persians is, That no decree nor statute which the king establisheth may be changed. Then the king commanded, and they brought Daniel, and cast him into the den of lions. Now the king spake and said unto Daniel, Thy God whom thou servest continually, he will deliver thee. And a stone was brought and laid upon the mouth of the den; and the king sealed it with his own signet, and with the signet of his lords; that the purpose might not be changed concerning Daniel. Then the king went to his palace, and passed the night fasting: neither were instruments of musick brought before him: and his sleep went from him. (Daniel 6:15-18)

Here came the accusers again.  They told the king, "You know, oh king, that the 


law of the Medes and Persians says that no decree nor statute which the king establishes may be changed."

So the king commanded them to bring Daniel and cast him into the den of  lions.  It was an amazing statement that he made to Daniel.  He declared, "Your God whom you serve continually, He will deliver you."  What a great testimony! Even the king knew that Daniel served God continually.  Can people say that about you?

Daniel wasn't looking to the king to save him, but he was looking to God.  Have you been looking to others to save you?  Have you been looking to rehabilitation or an inheritance or your closest friend?  Look to God.  True and lasting deliverance comes from Him. 


After Daniel was thrown into the lions' den, a stone was laid upon the mouth of the pit and the king sealed it with his own signet and with the signet of his lords so that the sentence pronounced against Daniel could not be altered. Then the king went to his palace, but it was not a pleasant night.  He spent a sleepless night without food, entertainment, or anything that would sooth his troubled conscience.  

Daniel Delivered
Daniel 6:19-23

Then the king arose very early in the morning, and went in haste unto the den of lions.

 And when he came to the den, he cried with a lamentable voice unto Daniel: and the king spake and said to Daniel, O Daniel, servant of the living God, is thy God, whom thou servest continually, able to deliver thee from the lions? Then said Daniel unto the king, O king, live for ever. My God hath sent his angel, and hath shut the lions' mouths, that they have not hurt me: forasmuch as before him innocency was found in me; and also before thee, O king, have I done no hurt. Then was the king exceeding glad for him, and commanded that they should take Daniel up out of the den. So Daniel was taken up out of the den, and no manner of hurt was found upon him, because he believed in his God. (Daniel 6:19-23)

Early in the morning, the king rushed to the lions' den.  When he arrived, he cried "Oh Daniel, servant of the living God, is your God, whom you serve continually, able to deliver you from the lions?"   What a testimony!  Even the king recognized that Daniel served God continually.  Daniel wasn't an up and down believer.  He wasn't spiritual one day and carnal another.  He was consistent in his walk with God and this was the key to his success in the kingdom, his ministry, his revelations from God,  his conduct in times of crisis, and his deliverance.

After the king's question, a few moments of silence seemed to stretch for ever and then...

...Daniel called out to the king, "Oh king, live forever!  My God sent His angel and shut the lions' mouths. They have not hurt me.  He did this because I was innocent before Him and before you also.  I have done you no hurt."  

Some people think swimming with dolphins is exciting.  Can you imagine spending a night surrounded by lions?  Actually, the safest place in the kingdom that night was in the lion's den!  The safest place for you is the center of God's will, even if it means trials and persecution.  Daniel spent only one night in the lions' den, but he lived for years in the midst of a pagan society, remaining consistently faithful to his God.  Both are tremendous testimonies of faith.

A joyful king commanded that Daniel be brought up out of the den.  Upon closer inspection, not one scratch was found on him!  His faith in God had prevailed!

A Death Sentence And A Decree

Daniel 6:24-28

And the king commanded, and they brought those men which had accused Daniel, and they cast them into the den of lions, them, their children, and their wives; and the lions had the mastery of them, and brake all their bones in pieces or ever they came at the bottom of the den. Then king Darius wrote unto all people, nations, and languages, that dwell in all the earth; Peace be multiplied unto you. I make a decree, That in every dominion of my kingdom men tremble and fear before the God of Daniel: for he is the living God, and stedfast for ever, and his kingdom that which shall not be destroyed, and his dominion shall be even unto the end. He delivereth and rescueth, and he worketh signs and wonders in heaven and in earth, who hath delivered Daniel from the power of the lions. So this Daniel prospered in the reign of Darius, and in the reign of Cyrus the Persian. (Daniel 6:24-28)

The king called for the men who had accused Daniel.  They and their entire families were cast into the lions' den according to Persian law which, as we learned, could not be altered.  The lions, who had been fasting all night because they couldn't eat Daniel, tore these people apart before their bodies even reached the bottom of the pit.

Then King Darius wrote unto all people, nations, and languages of the then-known world.  His letter was reminiscent of the one written by Nebuchadnezzar years earlier.  He made a decree that in every dominion of his kingdom men should tremble and fear before the God of Daniel.  He acknowledged God as the living and steadfast God whose kingdom shall not be destroyed and whose dominion shall continue unto the end of the world.  

"God delivers, rescues, and works signs and wonders in heaven and in earth, " declared King Darius, "and He has delivered Daniel from the power of the lions."  The closing verse of this chapter reveals that for the remainder of the reign of King Darius and in the successive reign of Cyrus the Persian, Daniel prospered. 

The prophetic significance of this account is that God will preserve His faithful people in times of persecution, including the great end-time tribulation and that, ultimately, their enemies will be destroyed.
Study questions on chapter 6:
1.
How did Darius organize the kingdom?  (1-3)


-How many presidents and princes were there?



-Who was over the three presidents? 



-What was the main responsibility of the three presidents? 



-Why was Daniel preferred above the presidents and princes? 


-What plans did the king have for Daniel?  

2.
Who sought to find fault in Daniel and what were the results of their investigation?  (4-5)

3.
Explain the evil plot that was conceived and put into action.  (6-9)



-Who was behind it?



-Who did they approach to instigate it?



-What did they want the king's decree to say? 



-What was their ulterior motive?



-What did you learn in verse 8 about the law of the Medes and Persians?



-How did Darius respond to their request?

4.
What did Daniel do when he heard about the new decree?  (10)
5.
What did you learn about Daniel's prayer life in verse 10?

6.
Summarize the events of verses 11-13.
7.
What was the king's response to the accusations of the leaders against Daniel?  (14)

8.
Of what did the leaders remind the king in verse 15?

9.
What did Darius do in verse 16 and what statement did he make?

10.
According to verses 16-17, what happened to Daniel?

11.
What security measures were taken to assure Daniel's death sentence?  (17)

12.
How did the king pass the night?  (18)

13.
What did the king do first thing in the morning?  (20)

14.
What question did the king ask Daniel?  (20)

15.
How did Daniel answer the king's question?  (21-22)

16.
What was the king's response when Daniel answered him?  (23) 

17.
In verse 23, what did the king command be done?

18.
What was Daniel's condition when he emerged from the lion's den?  (23)

19.
What did the king command be done in verse 24?

20.
Summarize the new decree issued by the king.  (25-27)

21.
What do you learn about Daniel in verse 28?

22.
What did you learn in this chapter to apply to your life and ministry?

Daniel 7

1 In the first year of Belshazzar king of Babylon Daniel had a dream and visions of his head upon his bed: then he wrote the dream, and told the sum of the matters.

2 Daniel spake and said, I saw in my vision by night, and, behold, the four winds of the heaven strove upon the great sea.

3 And four great beasts came up from the sea, diverse one from another.

4 The first was like a lion, and had eagle's wings: I beheld till the wings thereof were plucked, and it was lifted up from the earth, and made stand upon the feet as a man, and a man's heart was given to it.

5 And behold another beast, a second, like to a bear, and it raised up itself on one side, and it had three ribs in the mouth of it between the teeth of it: and they said thus unto it, Arise, devour much flesh.

6 After this I beheld, and lo another, like a leopard, which had upon the back of it four wings of a fowl; the beast had also four heads; and dominion was given to it.

7 After this I saw in the night visions, and behold a fourth beast, dreadful and terrible, and strong exceedingly; and it had great iron teeth: it devoured and brake in pieces, and stamped the residue with the feet of it: and it was diverse from all the beasts that were before it; and it had ten horns.

8 I considered the horns, and, behold, there came up among them another little horn, before whom there were three of the first horns plucked up by the roots: and, behold, in this horn were eyes like the eyes of man, and a mouth speaking great things.

9 I beheld till the thrones were cast down, and the Ancient of days did sit, whose garment was white as snow, and the hair of his head like the pure wool: his throne was like the fiery flame, and his wheels as burning fire.

10 A fiery stream issued and came forth from before him: thousand thousands ministered unto him, and ten thousand times ten thousand stood before him: the judgment was set, and the books were opened.

11 I beheld then because of the voice of the great words which the horn spake: I beheld even till the beast was slain, and his body destroyed, and given to the burning flame.

12 As concerning the rest of the beasts, they had their dominion taken away: yet their lives were prolonged for a season and time.

13 I saw in the night visions, and, behold, one like the Son of man came with the clouds of heaven, and came to the Ancient of days, and they brought him near before him.

14 And there was given him dominion, and glory, and a kingdom, that all people, nations, and languages, should serve him: his dominion is an everlasting dominion, which shall not pass away, and his kingdom that which shall not be destroyed.

15 I Daniel was grieved in my spirit in the midst of my body, and the visions of my head troubled me.

16 I came near unto one of them that stood by, and asked him the truth of all this. So he told me, and made me know the interpretation of the things.

17 These great beasts, which are four, are four kings, which shall arise out of the earth.

18 But the saints of the most High shall take the kingdom, and possess the kingdom for ever, even for ever and ever.

19 Then I would know the truth of the fourth beast, which was diverse from all the others, exceeding dreadful, whose teeth were of iron, and his nails of brass; which devoured, brake in pieces, and stamped the residue with his feet;

20 And of the ten horns that were in his head, and of the other which came up, and before whom three fell; even of that horn that had eyes, and a mouth that spake very great things, whose look was more stout than his fellows.

21 I beheld, and the same horn made war with the saints, and prevailed against them;

22 Until the Ancient of days came, and judgment was given to the saints of the most High; and the time came that the saints possessed the kingdom.

23 Thus he said, The fourth beast shall be the fourth kingdom upon earth, which shall be diverse from all kingdoms, and shall devour the whole earth, and shall tread it down, and break it in pieces.

24 And the ten horns out of this kingdom are ten kings that shall arise: and another shall rise after them; and he shall be diverse from the first, and he shall subdue three kings.

25 And he shall speak great words against the most High, and shall wear out the saints of the most High, and think to change times and laws: and they shall be given into his hand until a time and times and the dividing of time.

26 But the judgment shall sit, and they shall take away his dominion, to consume and to destroy it unto the end.

27 And the kingdom and dominion, and the greatness of the kingdom under the whole heaven, shall be given to the people of the saints of the most High, whose kingdom is an everlasting kingdom, and all dominions shall serve and obey him.

28 Hitherto is the end of the matter. As for me Daniel, my cogitations much troubled me, and my countenance changed in me: but I kept the matter in my heart.

Outline 7:
(Daniel's first vision.  The vision is given in verses 2-14,  It is interpreted in verses 15-28.)

I.
Introduction to the vision. (1)


1.
In the first year of Belshazzar, king of Babylon, Daniel had a dream and visions 


of his head upon his bed.  

2.
He wrote the dream down and told the sum of the matters which he saw. 
II.
The vision.  Daniel said: I saw in my vision by night, and, behold, the four winds of the 
heaven strove upon the great sea. And four great beasts came up from the sea, diverse one 
from another.
(2-14)

A.
The first beast.


1.
The first was like a lion and had eagle's wings.



2.
I watched until its wings were plucked, it was lifted up from the 




earth and made stand upon the feet as a man, and a man's heart was given 



to it. 

B.
The second beast.


1.
The second beast was like a bear.



2.
It raised itself up on one side.



3.
It had three ribs in its mouth between its teeth.



4.
They said unto it, "Arise and devour much flesh." 

C.
The third beast.


1. 
The third beast was like a leopard.



2.
It had four wings of a fowl on its back.



3.
It had four heads.



4.
Dominion was given to it.  

D.
The fourth beast.



1.
The fourth beast was dreadful and terrible.



2.
It was exceedingly strong.



3.
It had great iron teeth that devoured and broke in pieces.



4.
It stamped the residue with its feet.



5
It was diverse from all the beasts that were before it.



6.
It had ten horns. 

E.
The ten horns and the little horn.



1.
There came up from among the ten horns another little horn.



2
Three of the first ten horns were plucked up by the roots.



3.
This little horn had eyes like those of a man and a mouth speaking great 



things.

F.
The Ancient of Days. 


1.
And I kept watching until the thrones were cast down, and the Ancient of 



Days sat upon His throne:




a.
His garment was white as snow.




b.
The hair of His head like pure wool.




c.
His throne was like the fiery flame.




d,
His wheels were as burning fire.




e.
A fiery stream issued and came forth from before Him.




f.
Thousands ministered unto Him.




g.
Ten thousand times ten thousand stood before Him.



2.
The judgment was set, and the books were opened.


3.
The beasts are conquered.




a.
I watched then because of the voice of the great words which the 




horn spoke.



b.
I watched until the beast was slain, his body destroyed, and it was 




given to the burning flame.




c.
The rest of the beasts had their dominion taken away: yet their 




lives were prolonged for a season and time.


G.
The Son of Man arrives.



1.
I saw in the night visions one like the Son of Man who came with the 



clouds of heaven.



2.
He came to the Ancient of Days, and they brought Him near before Him.



3.
And there was given unto Him dominion, and glory, and a kingdom, that 



all people, nations, and languages, should serve Him.



4.
His dominion is an everlasting dominion which shall not pass away, and 



His kingdom that which shall not be destroyed.
III.
The interpretation of the vision.  (15-27)

A.
The request for an interpretation.



1.
I, Daniel, was grieved in my spirit in the midst of my body, and the visions 


of my head troubled me.



2.
I came near unto one of them that stood by, and asked him the truth of all 



this. 


3.
He told me and made me know the interpretation of the things.


B.
The four beasts.



1.
These four great beasts are four kings, which shall arise out of the earth.



2.
But (in the end) the saints of the most High shall take the kingdom, and 



possess it forever, even forever and ever.



3.
Then I would know the truth of the fourth beast:




a.
It was diverse from all the others.




b.
It was exceedingly dreadful.




c.
It had teeth of iron and nails of brass.




d.
It devoured, broke in pieces, and stamped the residue with its feet.


4.
It had ten horns and a little horn.



a.
There were ten horns in the head of the fourth beast.




b.
There was another little horn which came up and before whom 




three of the ten horns (kings) fell.




c.
The little horn had eyes, a mouth that spoke very great things, 




and looked more stout than his fellows.




d.
The little horn made war with the saints and prevailed against them 



until the Ancient of Days came.





(1)
Then judgment was given to the saints of the Most High.





(2)
Then the time came that the saints possessed the kingdom.



5.
The fourth beast shall be the fourth kingdom upon earth.



a.
It shall be diverse from all kingdoms, shall devour the whole 




earth, shall tread it down, and break it in pieces.




b.
The ten horns out of this kingdom are ten kings that shall arise. 



c.
Another shall rise after them and he shall be diverse from the 




first and shall subdue three kings.




d.
He shall speak great words against the Most High.




e.
He shall wear out the saints of the Most High.




f.
He shall change times and laws.



g.
They (the people) shall be given into his hand until a time and 




times and the dividing of time.




h.
Then judgment shall sit, and they shall take away his dominion, 




to consume and destroy it unto the end.




i.
And the kingdom, dominion, and greatness of the kingdom 





under the whole heaven shall be given to the people of the saints 




of the Most High whose kingdom is an everlasting kingdom, and 




all dominions shall serve and obey Him.
IV.
Daniel's response to the vision. (28) 

A.
This was the end of the matter. 

B.
My cogitations  (meditations on it) troubled me a lot.


C.
My countenance changed in me.


D.
I kept the matter in my heart.

COMMENTARY ON CHAPTER SEVEN

Prior to this chapter, Daniel interpreted dreams and visions of others.  This chapter is his own prophetic vision, the first of several recorded in the book of Daniel. 

Here is the time-line for Daniel's visions:



-The vision in chapter 7 was in the first year of Belshazzar.



-The vision in chapter 8 was in the third year of the reign of Belshazzar.



-The vision in chapter 9 was in the first year of Darius.



-The vision in chapter 10 was the third year of Cyrus.



-The vision in chapters 11 and 12 was in the first year of Darius.


The vision in Daniel 7 is summarized in verses 2-14 and interpreted in verses 15-27.  Daniel sees four beasts which an angel explains are successive world kingdoms.  An evil ruler will arise from the last kingdom who will oppose God and His people until the Most High God ends the evil dynasty and establishes His eternal kingdom.

This vision describes successive world powers from the time of Daniel right up through the end of the age, final judgment, and the establishing of the Kingdom of God.
Introduction To The Vision

Daniel 7:1

In the first year of Belshazzar king of Babylon Daniel had a dream and visions of his head upon his bed: then he wrote the dream, and told the sum of the matters. (Daniel 7:1)

Daniel received this vision in a dream during the first year of Belshazzar's reign over Babylon, so the timing was prior to the events recorded in Daniel 5.  Remember that Daniel was apparently set aside from royal business during this time, as Belshazzar didn't even know who he was until the night he was called to interpret the handwriting on the wall.  


Even though Daniel was not recognized by leadership at the time, God was still working through him in miraculous ways such as this vision which Daniel faithfully recorded under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit.  Perhaps you are experiencing a time when you feel set aside.  Perhaps your gifts and abilities are not being recognized by leadership.  What wondrous thing may God be trying to birth in you and speak through you during this time?
The Vision

Daniel 7:2-14

Daniel spake and said, I saw in my vision by night, and, behold, the four winds of the heaven strove upon the great sea. And four great beasts came up from the sea, diverse one from another.  The first was like a lion, and had eagle's wings: I beheld till the wings thereof were plucked, and it was lifted up from the earth, and made stand upon the feet as a man, and a man's heart was given to it. And behold another beast, a second, like to a bear, and it raised up itself on one side, and it had three ribs in the mouth of it between the teeth of it: and they said thus unto it, Arise, devour much flesh. After this I beheld, and lo another, like a leopard, which had upon the back of it four wings of a fowl; the beast had also four heads; and dominion was given to it. After this I saw in the night visions, and behold a fourth beast, dreadful and terrible, and strong exceedingly; and it had great iron teeth: it devoured and brake in pieces, and stamped the residue with the feet of it: and it was diverse from all the beasts that were before it; and it had ten horns. I considered the horns, and, behold, there came up among them another little horn, before whom there were three of the first horns plucked up by the roots: and, behold, in this horn were eyes like the eyes of man, and a mouth speaking great things. I beheld till the thrones were cast down, and the Ancient of days did sit, whose garment was white as snow, and the hair of his head like the pure wool: his throne was like the fiery flame, and his wheels as burning fire.  A fiery stream issued and came forth from before him: thousand thousands ministered unto him, and ten thousand times ten thousand stood before him: the judgment was set, and the books were opened. I beheld then because of the voice of the great words which the horn spake: I beheld even till the beast was slain, and his body destroyed, and given to the burning flame. As concerning the rest of the beasts, they had their dominion taken away: yet their lives were prolonged for a season and time. I saw in the night visions, and, behold, one like the Son of man came with the clouds of heaven, and came to the Ancient of days, and they brought him near before him. And there was given him dominion, and glory, and a kingdom, that all people, nations, and languages, should serve him: his dominion is an everlasting dominion, which shall not pass away, and his kingdom that which shall not be destroyed. (Daniel 7:2-14)

First, let's summarize Daniel's vision and then we will study the interpretation.


The four winds of heaven strove upon the great sea and four great beasts came up from the sea, each different from the other.

The first beast resembled a lion, but it had eagle's wings.  As Daniel watched, the wings were plucked, it was lifted up from the earth,  it was made to stand upon its feet as a man, and a man's heart was given to it. 


The second beast was like a bear.  It had three ribs in its mouth between its teeth and raised itself up on one side.  It was told to "Arise and devour much flesh." 


The third beast was like a leopard but it had four wings of a fowl on its back, four heads, and dominion was given to it.  

The fourth beast was described as dreadful and terrible. It was exceedingly strong and had great iron teeth that devoured and broke in pieces everything in its path and then stamped the residue with its feet.  This beast was different from all the beasts that were before it and it had ten horns.


The ten horns and the little horn.  From among the ten horns of the fourth beast another little horn arose and when it did, three of the first ten horns were plucked up by the roots. This little horn had eyes like those of a man and a mouth speaking great things against God.

The Ancient of Days.  Daniel kept watching until the Ancient of Days sat upon His throne.  We learn in the interpretation that this is God.  Here is how Daniel described Him:



-His garment was white as snow.



-The hair of His head like pure wool.



-His throne was like a fiery flame.



-His wheels were as burning fire.



-A fiery stream issued and came forth from before Him.



-Thousands ministered unto Him.



-Ten thousand times ten thousand stood before Him.


Then the time of judgment was set and the books were opened.  The little horn with the big mouth was slain, his body destroyed and given to the burning flame.  The rest of the beasts had their dominion taken away, but their lives were prolonged for a time.


The Son of Man arrives. Next, Daniel saw the Son of Man (Jesus) come with the clouds of heaven.  He came near to the Ancient of Days and was given dominion, glory, and a kingdom.  Every people, nation, and language served Him.  Daniel declares that His dominion is an everlasting dominion which shall not pass away, and His kingdom one that shall never be destroyed.
The Interpretation Of The Vision

Daniel 7:15-27
I Daniel was grieved in my spirit in the midst of my body, and the visions of my head troubled me. I came near unto one of them that stood by, and asked him the truth of all this. So he told me, and made me know the interpretation of the things. These great beasts, which are four, are four kings, which shall arise out of the earth. But the saints of the most High shall take the kingdom, and possess the kingdom for ever, even for ever and ever. Then I would know the truth of the fourth beast, which was diverse from all the others, exceeding dreadful, whose teeth were of iron, and his nails of brass; which devoured, brake in pieces, and stamped the residue with his feet; And of the ten horns that were in his head, and of the other which came up, and before whom three fell; even of that horn that had eyes, and a mouth that spake very great things, whose look was more stout than his fellows. I beheld, and the same horn made war with the saints, and prevailed against them; Until the Ancient of days came, and judgment was given to the saints of the most High; and the time came that the saints possessed the kingdom. Thus he said, The fourth beast shall be the fourth kingdom upon earth, which shall be diverse from all kingdoms, and shall devour the whole earth, and shall tread it down, and break it in pieces. And the ten horns out of this kingdom are ten kings that shall arise: and another shall rise after them; and he shall be diverse from the first, and he shall subdue three kings. And he shall speak great words against the most High, and shall wear out the saints of the most High, and think to change times and laws: and they shall be given into his hand until a time and times and the dividing of time.  But the judgment shall sit, and they shall take away his dominion, to consume and to destroy it unto the end. And the kingdom and dominion, and the greatness of the kingdom under the whole heaven, shall be given to the people of the saints of the most High, whose kingdom is an everlasting kingdom, and all dominions shall serve and obey him. (Daniel 7:15-27)

After receiving this revelation, Daniel was troubled because he did not understand it.  He approached one of the heavenly beings that stood by and asked about the meaning of the vision.  The interpretation is clearer to us today because some of it is now history whereas it was mostly future events at Daniel's time.  The vision, like  Nebuchadnezzar's dream in Daniel 2, provides additional insights regarding successive world kingdoms.

The four winds of heaven striving upon the great sea represent political and social upheaval of  the nations. In the Bible, the wind usually represents the moving of the Spirit of God (Acts 2:1-2) and the sea symbolizes nations (Revelation 17:15). The agitation here is supernatural and is caused by God's Spirit working in the nations to achieve His divine purposes.   

The four beasts. It is stated clearly in Daniel 7:17 that these four beasts represent kings.  Each beast (king and their kingdom) is different from the others.  The kingdoms described here are synonymous with those of Nebuchadnezzar's dream in Daniel 2.   
Nebuchadnezzar's

Daniel's Vision


The Kingdom

Dream in Daniel 2

In Daniel 7



Represented

The head of gold

Lion




Babylon

Silver chest and arms

Bear 




Medo-Persia

Belly and thighs of bronze
Leopard with 4 wings and heads
Greece and its 4 divisions

Legs of iron


Beast with iron teeth


Original Roman empire

Feet of iron and clay

Ten horns on beast's head

European nations that were 









formerly part of the original 









Roman empire
Stone out of the mountain 
Son of Man



The Kingdom of God


You may read other interpretations of Daniel 7 that have the beasts representing different nations, but since the first beast obviously represents Babylon and the final kingdom is that of the Kingdom of God, it stands to reason that the three kingdoms in between are synonymous with those of Daniel 2.


So why would God repeat this revelation of world powers using different symbolism?  The following chart will aid understanding as to why God gave two revelations regarding the same sequencing of  kingdoms.


Daniel 2





Daniel 7


Given to Nebuchadnezzar



Given to Daniel


a pagan king





a man of God


A worldly, humanistic




A godly, theocratic


view of history




view of history


Kingdoms from man's perspective:


Kingdoms from God's perspective:


Seen as glorious and of value



Seen as beasts devouring one another


The two chapters follow a similar outline of coming kingdoms, but one is viewed from a worldly perspective, the other from a godly perspective.  Now let us look at the symbols in Daniel's vision in chapter seven.

The first beast resembled a lion, but it had eagle's wings. The lion is the greatest of all beasts, and the eagle is the greatest of fowls.   As Daniel watched, the wings of the eagle were plucked from the lion, it was lifted up from the earth, made to stand upon its feet as a man, and a man's heart was given to it.  Babylon and its king are compared to a lion in Jeremiah 4:7 and Isaiah 5:29.  The nation is said to fly like an eagle in Jeremiah 48:40 and Ezekiel 17:3 and 7.  The kingdom of Babylon, which was signified by the golden head of the great image in Daniel 2, was the first and greatest of all the kingdoms. The two wings of the eagle reflect the rapidity with which the lion--Nebuchadnezzar--made his conquests.  The eagle stripped of its wings and given the heart of a man refers to Nebuchadnezzar's experience when he was humbled until his heart changed before God  (Daniel 4).  Historically, it has been confirmed that statues of winged lions flanked the gates of the royal palace of Babylon as symbols of their strength.

The second beast was a bear.  It had three ribs in its mouth held tightly between its teeth and it raised itself up on one side.  The three ribs were symbolic of the three provinces of Media-Persia which included Babylon, Media, and Persia.   The fact that the bear was raised up on one side demonstrated that one of these provinces--Persia--was stronger.  The words "Arise and devour much flesh" referred to the brutal extension of the kingdom of Media Persia throughout the then-known world.  The slow-moving bear in the natural world is no match for the leopard, however, and that is the next beast seen by the Prophet Daniel. 

The third beast looked like a leopard but it had four wings of a fowl on its back, four heads,  and dominion was given to it.  This beast represents Greece, the bronze portion of the statue in Daniel 2.  The multiple wings represent the tremendous speed with which Alexander the Great conquered the world and the passage states that his dominion was actually given to him by God.  The four wings and heads refer to the four-fold division of Alexander's kingdom after his death.

The fourth beast was described as dreadful and terrible. Daniel wanted to know more about this beast which was different from the other three in that it was more frightening than the others.  It had iron teeth that devoured the whole earth, broke everything in pieces, and then stamped the residue with its feet.  This beast represents ancient Rome--the legs of iron in Nebuchadnezzar's dream.


A prophetic gap now occurs, as it did in the vision of the statue in Daniel 2.  Although Rome fulfilled the description of the fourth beast and the iron legs to an extent, an end-time union of the former Roman empire--European nations--will arise in the end-times.  The four kingdoms in Daniel 2 and 7 have come and gone, but the prophecy regarding the ten-nation division of the fourth kingdom is yet to come.  When Rome was conquered in the fifth century A.D., it was split into various nations rather than forming another unified kingdom.  The ten horns are not one world empire, but are European nations that reign simultaneously until the Antichrist comes to power.

The ten horns of the fourth beast are ten kings--leaders of a federation of powerful European nations--that will arise in the end-times.  From among the ten leaders of the fourth empire, another horn arose.  Three of the first ten horns--three of the kings--were plucked up by the roots, meaning their kingdoms fell when the little horn arose. 

The little horn is described as having the eyes of man and a mouth speaking great things against the Most High.  We are also told that this evil ruler will change long accepted times and laws, meaning he will want to change the sacred feasts and holy days instituted in God's Word.  The entire calendar is based on the birth and death of Jesus (B.C. and A.D.), so the Antichrist will try to change this and the Judeo-Christian values upon which the laws and governments of many nations rest.  You will recall in Daniel chapter 2,  it states that God is in charge of  times and seasons.  So here, the Antichrist is trying to usurp God's authority just as in the enemy's original rebellion.  

In additional passages of scripture, we learn that this little horn is the Antichrist, who is called by several titles:

-The little horn: Daniel 7:8


-The king of Babylon: Isaiah 14:4


-The Assyrian: Isaiah 14:25


-The prince that shall come: Daniel 9:26


-The king of fierce countenance: Daniel 8:23


-The willful king: Daniel 11:36


-The idol shepherd: Zechariah 11:17


-The man of sin: 2 Thessalonians 2:3


-The son of perdition: 2 Thessalonians 2:3


-The antichrist: 1 John 4:3


-The beast: Revelation 13:17-18


The little horn will be given power until a time and times and the dividing of time have passed.   The word "time" represents a year, as confirmed by Daniel 4:16,23,25, and 32.  A similar expression "a time, times and half a time" is used in Revelation 12:14.  So a time, times, and half a time represents 3 1/2 years and refers to the last part of the tribulation, a seven-year period of intense suffering that will occur in the end-times.  

A time         = 
1 year


2 times        = 
2 years


Half a time  =
1/2 a year

_________________________


Total
 
3 1/2 years

(We will learn more concerning timing in Daniel 12. For additional information concerning the tribulation, see the Legacy Bible Outline on the book of Revelation.)   

The Ancient of Days.  Daniel saw that this evil king--represented by the little horn--would make war and prevail against the saints until the Ancient of Days (God) arrived on the scene.
We can tell by the description that the Ancient of Days is God:



-His garment was white as snow.



-The hair of his head like the pure wool.



-His throne was like the fiery flame.



-His wheels were as burning fire.



-A fiery stream issued and came forth from before Him.



-Thousands ministered unto Him.



-Ten thousand times ten thousand stood before Him.


At this time, judgment occurred and the books were opened:

...for we shall all stand before the judgment seat of Christ. For it is written, As I live, saith the Lord, every knee shall bow to me, and every tongue shall confess to God. So then every one of us shall give account of himself to God.  (Romans 14:11-12)


The little king with the big mouth is slain, his body destroyed, and it is given to the burning flame. This expands the vision of Daniel 2, where the stone crushed the end-time empire. We learn more details about the demise of this last kingdom and the coming of God's Kingdom.  The first three beasts (kingdoms) were different than the fourth kingdom in that they were allowed to continue for a time and then each was integrated into the kingdom that followed.  In contrast, the fourth kingdom will be destroyed suddenly. 


The Son of Man. Next, Daniel saw the Son of Man coming in the clouds of heaven.  The Son of Man is a term by which Jesus referred to Himself during His earthly ministry.  This coming is not the rapture, because that occurs prior to the tribulation.  (For details regarding the rapture, see the Legacy Bible Outline commentary on Revelation 4.)  Jesus comes to the Ancient of Days and is given dominion, all glory, and an enduring kingdom.  All  people, nations, and languages serve Him.  Daniel declares that His dominion is an everlasting dominion, which shall not pass away, and His kingdom one that shall never be destroyed.  He is the stone of Daniel 2.  All other kingdoms are crushed and destroyed by the Kingdom of God.

Perhaps the most profound part of Daniel 7 are these verses:

But the saints of the most High shall take the kingdom, and possess the kingdom for ever, even for ever and ever...And the kingdom and dominion, and the greatness of the kingdom under the whole heaven, shall be given to the people of the saints of the most High, whose kingdom is an everlasting kingdom, and all dominions shall serve and obey him.
(Daniel 7:18 and 27)

Since many of the predictions in this chapter came to pass exactly as prophesied and are now history, it is reasonable to assume that the remainder of those unfulfilled will occur exactly as they are predicted.
Daniel's Response To The Vision 

Daniel 7:28


 Hitherto is the end of the matter. As for me Daniel, my cogitations much troubled me, 
and my countenance changed in me: but I kept the matter in my heart. (Daniel 7:28)

Daniel records that this was the end of the matter, but his thoughts troubled him and his countenance changed, meaning his entire outlook was affected.  Prophecy should not be a subject for  idol curiosity.  Biblical prophecy should change your personal life and your outlook on the kingdoms of this world.  
Love not the world, neither the things that are in the world . If any man love the world , the love of the Father is not in him. For all that is in the world , the lust of the flesh, and the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life, is not of the Father, but is of the world . And the world passeth away, and the lust thereof: but he that doeth the will of God abideth for ever  (1 John 2:15-17)


Daniel kept all of the things he had seen in his heart.  Sometimes, when you are concerned about a spiritual matter it is good to keep it to yourself, continue to meditate on it, and seek God until it is resolved in your spirit.  
Study questions on chapter 7:
1.
When did Daniel have the dream and visions recorded in this chapter?  (1)

2.
Summarize what Daniel saw in the first part of his vision.  (2-8)

3.
What happened when the Ancient of Days appeared in Daniel's vision?  (9-14)

4.
Compare Daniel's vision of God in this chapter to the throne room vision of John 
received in Revelation chapters 4-5.

5.
What was Daniel's response to this vision?  (15)

6.
What question did Daniel ask in verse 16 and what was the response he received? 

7.
Using verses 17-27 and the commentary, explain the meaning of the vision.



-Who were the four beasts?



-From where would they arise?



-What would be the characteristics of the fourth beast?



-Who is the fourth beast of the end-times?



-What will make the fourth beast different from all other kingdoms?



-What were the ten horns?



-What happened to three of the horns when the little horn arose?



-What did the other horn which came up represent?



-With whom did the little horn make war?



-What will the horn say and against whom?



-What happened when the Ancient of Days came on the scene?



-In the end, what will happen to the powerful little horn?



-What happened when the Son of Man arrived?



-In the end, who will receive the kingdom and complete dominion?

8.
What was Daniel's response to this revelation?  (28)

9.
The word "saints" is used in verses 18, 21-22, 25, and 27.  Summarize what is said 
regarding the saints of God in these verses.

10.
Using the commentary, compare the visions of Daniel chapters 2 and 7.  Explain how 
they are alike, how they differ, and why two visions of similar historical sequence were 
given.

11.
What did you learn in this chapter to apply to your life and ministry?

Daniel 8

1 In the third year of the reign of king Belshazzar a vision appeared unto me, even unto me Daniel, after that which appeared unto me at the first.

2 And I saw in a vision; and it came to pass, when I saw, that I was at Shushan in the palace, which is in the province of Elam; and I saw in a vision, and I was by the river of Ulai.

3 Then I lifted up mine eyes, and saw, and, behold, there stood before the river a ram which had two horns: and the two horns were high; but one was higher than the other, and the higher came up last.

4 I saw the ram pushing westward, and northward, and southward; so that no beasts might stand before him, neither was there any that could deliver out of his hand; but he did according to his will, and became great.

5 And as I was considering, behold, an he goat came from the west on the face of the whole earth, and touched not the ground: and the goat had a notable horn between his eyes.

6 And he came to the ram that had two horns, which I had there seen standing before the river, and ran unto him in the fury of his power.

7 And I saw him come close unto the ram, and he was moved with choler against him, and smote the ram, and brake his two horns: and there was no power in the ram to stand before him, but he cast him down to the ground, and stamped upon him: and there was none that could deliver the ram out of his hand.

8 Therefore the he goat waxed very great: and when he was strong, the great horn was broken; and for it came up four notable ones toward the four winds of heaven.

9 And out of one of them came forth a little horn, which waxed exceeding great, toward the south, and toward the east, and toward the pleasant land.

10 And it waxed great, even to the host of heaven; and it cast down some of the host and of the stars to the ground, and stamped upon them.

11 Yea, he magnified himself even to the prince of the host, and by him the daily sacrifice was taken away, and the place of his sanctuary was cast down.

12 And an host was given him against the daily sacrifice by reason of transgression, and it cast down the truth to the ground; and it practised, and prospered.

13 Then I heard one saint speaking, and another saint said unto that certain saint which spake, How long shall be the vision concerning the daily sacrifice, and the transgression of desolation, to give both the sanctuary and the host to be trodden under foot?

14 And he said unto me, Unto two thousand and three hundred days; then shall the sanctuary be cleansed.

15 And it came to pass, when I, even I Daniel, had seen the vision, and sought for the meaning, then, behold, there stood before me as the appearance of a man.

16 And I heard a man's voice between the banks of Ulai, which called, and said, Gabriel, make this man to understand the vision.

17 So he came near where I stood: and when he came, I was afraid, and fell upon my face: but he said unto me, Understand, O son of man: for at the time of the end shall be the vision.

18 Now as he was speaking with me, I was in a deep sleep on my face toward the ground: but he touched me, and set me upright.

19 And he said, Behold, I will make thee know what shall be in the last end of the indignation: for at the time appointed the end shall be.

20 The ram which thou sawest having two horns are the kings of Media and Persia.

21 And the rough goat is the king of Grecia: and the great horn that is between his eyes is the first king.

22 Now that being broken, whereas four stood up for it, four kingdoms shall stand up out of the nation, but not in his power.

23 And in the latter time of their kingdom, when the transgressors are come to the full, a king of fierce countenance, and understanding dark sentences, shall stand up.

24 And his power shall be mighty, but not by his own power: and he shall destroy wonderfully, and shall prosper, and practise, and shall destroy the mighty and the holy people.

25 And through his policy also he shall cause craft to prosper in his hand; and he shall magnify himself in his heart, and by peace shall destroy many: he shall also stand up against the Prince of princes; but he shall be broken without hand.

26 And the vision of the evening and the morning which was told is true: wherefore shut thou up the vision; for it shall be for many days.

27 And I Daniel fainted, and was sick certain days; afterward I rose up, and did the king's business; and I was astonished at the vision, but none understood it.

Outline 8:

(Daniel's second vision is recorded in verses 3-14.  Its interpretation is given in verses 15-25.  In the closing verses of this chapter, Daniel admits there are some things about this vision that he does not understand.  We can understand it better than Daniel did because at his time, it was all in the future.  Now, much of this chapter is history.)

I.
Introduction to the vision.  (1-2)


A.
The timing of the vision:  In the third year of the reign of King Belshazzar a 


vision appeared unto me, Daniel, after the previous vision that appeared unto me.

B.
The location of the vision:  I was at Shushan, in the palace, in the province of 


Elam, by the river Ulai when I saw this vision. 

II.
The vision.  (3-14)


A.
The ram. 


1.
I lifted up my eyes and saw standing before the river a ram which 




had two horns: 



a.
The two horns were high.




b
One was higher than the other.




c.
The higher horn came up last.



2.
I saw the ram pushing westward, northward, and southward so that no 



beasts might stand before him--no one could deliver out of his hand.



3.
He did according to his will and became great.

B.
The goat.


1.
And as I was considering what I saw, behold, a male goat came from the 



west on the face of the whole earth.



2.
His feet did not touch the ground.



3.
He had a notable horn between his eyes.

C.
Conflict between the ram and the goat.


1.
And the goat came to the ram that had two horns, which I had seen 




standing before the river, and ran unto him in the fury of his power.



2.
And I saw the goat come close to the ram, and he was moved with choler 



(wrath, anger) against him, smote the ram, and broke his two horns.



3.
There was no power in the ram to stand before him, but the goat cast him 



down to the ground, and stamped upon him.



4.
There was none that could deliver the ram out of the goat's hand.

D.
The goat's power grows great, but is finally broken.



1.
And when he was strong, the great horn of the goat was broken.



2.
Four notable horns came up, toward the four winds of heaven.



3.
Out of one of them came a little horn, which waxed exceedingly great, 



toward the south, the east, and the pleasant land.


E.
The little horn.



1.
The little horn became great, even to the host of heaven.



2.
It cast down some of the host of the stars to the ground and stamped 



upon them.



3.
The little horn magnified himself, even to the prince of the host.



4.
By him the daily sacrifice was taken away.




a.
The place of his sanctuary was cast down.




b.
A host was given him against the daily sacrifice by reason of 




transgression.




d.
Truth was cast down to the ground.




e.
He practiced, and prospered.



5.
Then I heard one saint speaking to another:




a.
One asked, "How long shall be the vision concerning the daily 




sacrifice and the transgression of desolation, to give both the 




sanctuary and the host to be trodden under foot?"



b.
The other answered: "Unto two thousand and three hundred days; 




then shall the sanctuary be cleansed."
III.
The interpretation of the vision.  (15-25)

A.
And it came to pass, when I,  Daniel, had seen the vision and sought for the 


meaning, then there stood before me one with the appearance of a man.



1.
And I heard a man's voice between the banks of Ulai, which called and 



said, "Gabriel, make this man understand the vision."


2.
So he came near where I stood: and when he came, I was afraid, and fell 



upon my face.



3.
But he said unto me, "Understand, Oh son of man: the vision shall be for a 


time at the end."


4.
As he was speaking with me, I was in a deep sleep on my face toward 



the ground: but he touched me, and set me upright.



5.
And he said, "Behold, I will make you know what shall be in the last end 



of the indignation: for at the time appointed the end shall be."

B.
The meaning of the ram: The ram with two horns are the kings of Media and 


Persia.


C.
The meaning of the goat: The rough male goat is the king of Greece. 


1.
The goat's great horn between his eyes is the first king of Greece.



2.
The four horns: When the great horn is broken, four kingdoms will arise, 



but not with the same power of the great horn.

 
D.
In the latter time of their kingdom, when the transgressors are come to the full, a 


king of fierce countenance and with understanding of dark sentences shall stand 


up.



1.
His power shall be mighty, but not by his own power.



2.
He shall destroy wonderfully (greatly),  prosper, practice, and destroy the 



mighty and the holy people.



3.
And through his policy he shall cause craft to prosper in his hand.



4.
He shall magnify himself in his heart.



5.
By promises of peace he will destroy many.



6.
He shall also stand up against the Prince of princes, but he shall be broken 



without hand.
IV.
The vision is authenticated and sealed.  (26-27)

A.
And the vision of the evening and the morning which was told is true.


B.
Wherefore shut up the vision, for it shall be for many days (from Daniel's time).


C.
And I, Daniel, fainted and was sick certain days.


D.
Afterward I rose up, and did the king's business.


E.
I was astonished at the vision, but no one understood it.

COMMENTARY ON CHAPTER EIGHT

Daniel chapters 2:4 through 7:28 were originally written in Aramaic as they concerned the Gentiles--nations others than Israel.  From this chapter to the conclusion of the book of Daniel, the text was written in Hebrew because the prophecies concern Israel in relation to God's plan, the nations of the world, and the end-times.  

Daniel's second vision is recorded in verses 3-14 of this chapter.  The interpretation is given in verses 15-25.  In this vision Daniel sees a ram and a goat fighting. The angel Gabriel explains that the vision describes the rise of Mede-Persian empires, their battles with Greece, Greece's victory, and the four divisions of the Grecian empire after the death of Alexander the Great. 

The final verses predict the evil actions of Anthiochus Epiphanes of Syria who severely persecuted the Jews.  The verses also have dual meaning as they describe the actions of the Antichrist who will appear in the end-times.


In the closing verses of this chapter, Daniel admits there are some things about this vision of the future that he does not understand.  We can understand portions of it better than Daniel did because part of this chapter is now history.

Introduction To The Vision
Daniel 8:1-2

In the third year of the reign of king Belshazzar a vision appeared unto me, even unto me Daniel, after that which appeared unto me at the first. And I saw in a vision; and it came to pass, when I saw, that I was at Shushan in the palace, which is in the province of Elam; and I saw in a vision, and I was by the river of Ulai. (Daniel 8:1-2)

The time of this vision is in the third year of the reign of King Belshazzar.  Daniel was at Shushan,  in the palace, in the province of Elam, by the river Ulai when he received it.  Babylon was still in power.
The Vision
Daniel 8:3-14

Then I lifted up mine eyes, and saw, and, behold, there stood before the river a ram which had two horns: and the two horns were high; but one was higher than the other, and the higher came up last. I saw the ram pushing westward, and northward, and southward; so that no beasts might stand before him, neither was there any that could deliver out of his hand; but he did according to his will, and became great. And as I was considering, behold, an he goat came from the west on the face of the whole earth, and touched not the ground: and the goat had a notable horn between his eyes. And he came to the ram that had two horns, which I had there seen standing before the river, and ran unto him in the fury of his power. And I saw him come close unto the ram, and he was moved with choler against him, and smote the ram, and brake his two horns: and there was no power in the ram to stand before him, but he cast him down to the ground, and stamped upon him: and there was none that could deliver the ram out of his hand. Therefore the he goat waxed very great: and when he was strong, the great horn was broken; and for it came up four notable ones toward the four winds of heaven. And out of one of them came forth a little horn, which waxed exceeding great, toward the south, and toward the east, and toward the pleasant land. And it waxed great, even to the host of heaven; and it cast down some of the host and of the stars to the ground, and stamped upon them. Yea, he magnified himself even to the prince of the host, and by him the daily sacrifice was taken away, and the place of his sanctuary was cast down. And an host was given him against the daily sacrifice by reason of transgression, and it cast down the truth to the ground; and it practised, and prospered. Then I heard one saint speaking, and another saint said unto that certain saint which spake, How long shall be the vision concerning the daily sacrifice, and the transgression of desolation, to give both the sanctuary and the host to be trodden under foot? And he said unto me, Unto two thousand and three hundred days; then shall the sanctuary be cleansed. (Daniel 8:3-14)

Here is the vision Daniel recorded.  We will deal with the interpretation of the vision, as the passage does, in verses 15-25.


A ram with two horns. One of the horns was higher than the other, and the higher one came up last.  Daniel saw the ram pushing westward, northward, and southward.  Nothing could stand before him and no one could deliver anyone or anything out of his hand. He did according to his will and became very great.

A goat. Suddenly, Daniel saw a male goat coming from the west. The goat had a big horn between his eyes and his feet did not touch the ground as he flew across the face of the earth.


Conflict between the ram and the goat.  The goat rushed the ram with two horns and ran into him with great fury and power.  He hit him so hard that he broke off the ram's two horns. The ram then had no ability to fight, so the goat came and cast him down to the ground and stomped on him.  No one could deliver the ram from the goat's fury.


The goat's power grows great, but is finally broken.  The goat continued to grow strong, but then his great horn was broken.


Four other horns came up towards the four winds of heaven.  Out of one of these horns came another little horn which became very powerful in the south, the east, and the pleasant land.


The little horn. Daniel records that the little horn became greater than all the previous horns.  It cast down some of the host of the stars to the ground and stamped upon them. The little horn magnified himself even to the prince of the host.  The little horn took away the daily sacrifice, desecrated the sanctuary, and cast truth to the ground.  

The question of timing.  As the little horn continued to prosper, one saint spoke to another and said, "How long shall be the vision concerning the daily sacrifice, and the transgression of desolation, to give both the sanctuary and the host to be trodden under foot?"  The other saint answered, "Unto two thousand and three hundred days;  then shall the sanctuary be cleansed."

The Interpretation Of The Vision
Daniel 8:15-25


Having read the vision, aren't you curious as to what it means? So was Daniel.  Let's read the interpretation and then we will discuss the meaning. 

And it came to pass, when I, even I Daniel, had seen the vision, and sought for the meaning, then, behold, there stood before me as the appearance of a man. And I heard a man's voice between the banks of Ulai, which called, and said, Gabriel, make this man to understand the vision. So he came near where I stood: and when he came, I was afraid, and fell upon my face: but he said unto me, Understand, O son of man: for at the time of the end shall be the vision.  Now as he was speaking with me, I was in a deep sleep on my face toward the ground: but he touched me, and set me upright. And he said, Behold, I will make thee know what shall be in the last end of the indignation: for at the time appointed the end shall be. (Daniel 8:15-19)

As Daniel sought the meaning of the vision he had just seen, someone that resembled a man stood before him.  Then Daniel heard a man's voice between the banks of the River Ulai saying, "Gabriel, make this man understand the vision."  This is the first time in the Bible that an angel is identified by name. 

The Angel Gabriel came to where Daniel stood and when Daniel saw him, he was afraid and fell on his face.  Gabriel said to Daniel, "Understand, oh son of man that this vision shall occur at the time of the end."  

So that is the first thing we learn about this vision:  It is for the time of the end. Gabriel touched Daniel, set him upright, and told him, "I will make you know what shall be in the last times.  At the time appointed the end shall be."  Aren't you glad God is in control?  Everything will happen at an appointed time, in His perfect timing!

Then Gabriel proceeded to explain this amazing vision of the end-times.  It provides additional information about the kingdoms of Media-Persia and Greece which--as we learned in chapters Daniel 2 and 7--followed the Babylonian empire. 

The ram which thou sawest having two horns are the kings of Media and Persia. And the rough goat is the king of Grecia: and the great horn that is between his eyes is the first king. Now that being broken, whereas four stood up for it, four kingdoms shall stand up out of the nation, but not in his power. And in the latter time of their kingdom, when the transgressors are come to the full, a king of fierce countenance, and understanding dark sentences, shall stand up. And his power shall be mighty, but not by his own power: and he shall destroy wonderfully, and shall prosper, and practise, and shall destroy the mighty and the holy people. And through his policy also he shall cause craft to prosper in his hand; and he shall magnify himself in his heart, and by peace shall destroy many: he shall also stand up against the Prince of princes; but he shall be broken without hand.

(Daniel 8:20-25)

A ram with two horns.  This symbol represented the kingdoms and kings of Media and Persia.  The one horn that was higher than the other we now know to be Persia which rose to power last but became strongest of the two.  Darius the Mede reigned only two years, while Cyrus the Persian reigned 20 years.  This ram--Media and Persia--expanded westward, northward, and southward.  Historical records confirm that they never expanded eastward.

A goat. The goat represented Greece.  History records that their logo was a goat and it was the symbol of their empire.  The great horn between the goat’s eyes represented the conquests of its leader, Alexander the Great.  The fact that its feet did not touch the ground represents the speed of his conquests.

Conflict between the ram and the goat.  This symbolic account explains how Greece would conquer Media-Persia with great fury and power, breaking off the horns of their power and totally defeating them in a series of battles.  This is verified historically as the Greeks attacked the Medes and Persians and soundly defeated them.  No one could rescue the ram (Media-Persia) and no one could stop the Greeks.

The goat's power grows great, but is finally broken.  The goat grew strong, but then his great horn was broken and four other notable horns came up.  

The four horns represent the four kingdoms into which Greece was divided after the death of Alexander the Great.  

-Greece and Macedonia which was ruled by Cassander.


-Asia Minor, Thrace, and Bithynia ruled by Lysimacus.


-Syria and Babylonia ruled by Selevous.


-Egypt (and probably Palestine and Arabia) ruled by Ptolemy.


Out of one of these four horns another little horn rose up which became very powerful in the south, the east, and the pleasant land--meaning Israel.  

The little horn. Daniel records that the little horn became greater than all the previous horns.  It cast down some of the host of the stars to the ground and stamped upon them. The little horn magnified himself even to the prince of the host.  The little horn took away the daily sacrifice, desecrated the sanctuary, and cast truth to the ground.    

We know now, from history, that a portion of this prophecy was fulfilled by a man named Antiochus Epiphanes, who is a type of the Antichrist and who persecuted the Jews.   His name means "illustrious manifestation".  He ruled Syria from 175-163 B.C. and was one of the cruelest tyrants ever to rule any nation.  History records that he demanded worship from the whole world and desecrated the Jewish sanctuary by causing swine to be offered upon its altar.

Again, this prophecy engages the prophetic rule of double reference.  While Antiochus Epiphanes fulfilled some of these prophecies, he did not fulfill them all.  He was a type of the Antichrist to come in the latter times when transgressors are come to the full--meaning iniquity will be complete.  

The Antichrist is a fierce leader who will take control of the world in the end-times.


-He will be a man of great understanding.



-He will appear in the latter times when iniquity is full.



-His power shall be mighty, but not by his own power.  He will be empowered  


  by another.  Antiochus seized his power from Alexander the Great. The 



 Antichrist will derive his power from Satan.


-He shall destroy completely, and for a time he shall prosper.



-He will destroy the mighty and the holy people (believers and Jews).



-He will cast down the stars, symbolic of God's people Israel according to 



  Genesis 15:5 and 22:17.



-Through his policy he shall cause craft--the occult and deceit--to prosper



-He shall magnify himself in pride.


-He will be an advocate of peace, but will destroy many by breaking his own 


  treaties.



-He will deceive many people.



-He will oppose the Prince of princes (the Lord Jesus Christ),  but shall be broken 

 
 without hand.  

There are many parallels between Antiochus and the Antichrist:



-Both begin peacefully but increase in power and influence.



-Both blaspheme God.



-Both claim to be gods.



-Both build images and compel idol worship.



-Both desecrate the Jewish temple.



-Both persecute the Jews.



-Both impose their own religion on the people.



-Both are empowered by the devil.



-Both are deceptive.



-Both appear to be invincible, but both are finally defeated by the coming of a 


  redeemer.  

At the time of Antiochus Epiphanes, after he issued his decrees forbidding Jewish religious practice, a man named Judas Maccabee led an army of Jewish dissidents to Jerusalem destroy pagan altars in the villages and to circumcise Jewish boys.  The revolt involved many battles until, finally victorious, the Maccabees entered  and ritually cleansed the Temple.  They reestablished traditional Jewish worship and installed a new high priest. 

The Jewish festival of Hanukkah celebrates the rededication of the Temple following their victory.  The victorious Jews found only one small jug of holy oil that was sealed and uncontaminated.  Although it contained only enough oil to sustain the flames of the Menorah for one day, it miraculously lasted for eight days until new holy oil could be procured. 


In the end-times the Antichrist will be defeated by the return of our redeemer, Jesus Christ--giving this prophetic passage double meaning.

The question of timing:  As the little horn continued to prosper, Daniel heard one saint ask another, "How long shall it be concerning the daily sacrifice and the transgression of desolation, to give both the sanctuary and the host to be trodden under foot by the enemy?"  The other saint answered, "For two thousand and three hundred days.  Then shall the sanctuary be cleansed."


Most Bible expositors agree that this statement refers to the time of Antiochus Epiphanes who caused the Jewish temple sacrifices to cease. The sacrifices were traditionally offered each morning and evening.  Therefore, the reference most likely denotes a total 1,150 days which would equal a total of  2,300 sacrifices which were missed (morning and evening) during this time. 

The Vision Is Authenticated And Sealed
Daniel 8:26-27

 And the vision of the evening and the morning which was told is true: wherefore shut thou up the vision; for it shall be for many days. And I Daniel fainted, and was sick certain days; afterward I rose up, and did the king's business; and I was astonished at the vision, but none understood it. (Daniel 8:26-27)

The vision Daniel saw was authenticated as true, but he was told to "shut it up".  It was not to be totally explained at the time, but would be understood and fulfilled in the future.

Daniel was so affected by this vision that he was sick for several days before returning to work doing the king's business. Daniel was astonished about the vision because no one--including himself--totally understood it.
Study questions on chapter 8:
1.
When did Daniel have this vision? (1)
2.
Where was Daniel when he saw the vision?  (2)

3.
Using verses 3-14 and the commentary, summarize what Daniel saw in the vision 
including details on:


-The ram.



-The goat.



-The goat's horns.




-The ram's horns.



-Interaction between the ram and goat.



-The four notable horns.


-The little horn.

4.
What is the question asked in verse 13 and the answer given in verse 14?  Explain the 
significance of the timing.
5.
In verse 15, for what was Daniel seeking?

6.
Who came to help Daniel understand the vision?  (16)

7.
How did Daniel respond when Gabriel approached him?  (17)

8.
What did Gabriel say and do to reassure Daniel?  (17-19)

9.
Using verses 20-22 and the commentary, explain the meaning of following.



-The ram with two horns.


-The goat.



-The great horn between the goat's eyes.



-The conflict between the ram and goat.



-The four horns that stood up after the great horn was broken.



-The little horn.

10.
Using the commentary and the law of double reference, explain verses 23-25.  



-To what two individuals does this passage refer?



-Summarize the descriptions given of them.



-How are they similar?

11.
What was Daniel told at the conclusion of the vision? (26)
12.
How did Daniel respond to this vision?  (27)
13.
Using the commentary, summarize the historical revolt of the Macabees. 

14.
What did you learn in this chapter to apply to your life and ministry?

Daniel 9

1 In the first year of Darius the son of Ahasuerus, of the seed of the Medes, which was made king over the realm of the Chaldeans;

2 In the first year of his reign I Daniel understood by books the number of the years, whereof the word of the Lord came to Jeremiah the prophet, that he would accomplish seventy years in the desolations of Jerusalem.

3 And I set my face unto the Lord God, to seek by prayer and supplication, with fasting, and sackcloth, and ashes:

4 And I prayed unto the Lord my God, and made my confession, and said, O Lord, the great and dreadful God, keeping the covenant and mercy to them that love him, and to them that keep his commandments;

5 We have sinned, and have committed iniquity, and have done wickedly, and have rebelled, even by departing from thy precepts and from thy judgments:

6 Neither have we hearkened unto thy servants the prophets, which spake in thy name to our kings, our princes, and our fathers, and to all the people of the land.

7 O Lord, righteousness belongeth unto thee, but unto us confusion of faces, as at this day; to the men of Judah, and to the inhabitants of Jerusalem, and unto all Israel, that are near, and that are far off, through all the countries whither thou hast driven them, because of their trespass that they have trespassed against thee.

8 O Lord, to us belongeth confusion of face, to our kings, to our princes, and to our fathers, because we have sinned against thee.

9 To the Lord our God belong mercies and forgivenesses, though we have rebelled against him;

10 Neither have we obeyed the voice of the Lord our God, to walk in his laws, which he set before us by his servants the prophets.

11 Yea, all Israel have transgressed thy law, even by departing, that they might not obey thy voice; therefore the curse is poured upon us, and the oath that is written in the law of Moses the servant of God, because we have sinned against him.

12 And he hath confirmed his words, which he spake against us, and against our judges that judged us, by bringing upon us a great evil: for under the whole heaven hath not been done as hath been done upon Jerusalem.

13 As it is written in the law of Moses, all this evil is come upon us: yet made we not our prayer before the Lord our God, that we might turn from our iniquities, and understand thy truth.

14 Therefore hath the Lord watched upon the evil, and brought it upon us: for the Lord our God is righteous in all his works which he doeth: for we obeyed not his voice.

15 And now, O Lord our God, that hast brought thy people forth out of the land of Egypt with a mighty hand, and hast gotten thee renown, as at this day; we have sinned, we have done wickedly.

16 O Lord, according to all thy righteousness, I beseech thee, let thine anger and thy fury be turned away from thy city Jerusalem, thy holy mountain: because for our sins, and for the iniquities of our fathers, Jerusalem and thy people are become a reproach to all that are about us.

17 Now therefore, O our God, hear the prayer of thy servant, and his supplications, and cause thy face to shine upon thy sanctuary that is desolate, for the Lord's sake.

18 O my God, incline thine ear, and hear; open thine eyes, and behold our desolations, and the city which is called by thy name: for we do not present our supplications before thee for our righteousnesses, but for thy great mercies.

19 O Lord, hear; O Lord, forgive; O Lord, hearken and do; defer not, for thine own sake, O my God: for thy city and thy people are called by thy name.

20 And whiles I was speaking, and praying, and confessing my sin and the sin of my people Israel, and presenting my supplication before the Lord my God for the holy mountain of my God;

21 Yea, whiles I was speaking in prayer, even the man Gabriel, whom I had seen in the vision at the beginning, being caused to fly swiftly, touched me about the time of the evening oblation.

22 And he informed me, and talked with me, and said, O Daniel, I am now come forth to give thee skill and understanding.

23 At the beginning of thy supplications the commandment came forth, and I am come to shew thee; for thou art greatly beloved: therefore understand the matter, and consider the vision.

24 Seventy weeks are determined upon thy people and upon thy holy city, to finish the transgression, and to make an end of sins, and to make reconciliation for iniquity, and to bring in everlasting righteousness, and to seal up the vision and prophecy, and to anoint the most Holy.

25 Know therefore and understand, that from the going forth of the commandment to restore and to build Jerusalem unto the Messiah the Prince shall be seven weeks, and threescore and two weeks: the street shall be built again, and the wall, even in troublous times.

26 And after threescore and two weeks shall Messiah be cut off, but not for himself: and the people of the prince that shall come shall destroy the city and the sanctuary; and the end thereof shall be with a flood, and unto the end of the war desolations are determined.

27 And he shall confirm the covenant with many for one week: and in the midst of the week he shall cause the sacrifice and the oblation to cease, and for the overspreading of abominations he shall make it desolate, even until the consummation, and that determined shall be poured upon the desolate.

Outline 9:
(The events recorded in this chapter occurred during the first year of King Darius who became ruler after the invasion of Babylonia by the Medes and Persians.)

I .
The setting and occasion.  (1-3)


A.
It was in the first year of Darius the son of Ahasuerus, of the seed of the Medes, 


which was made king over the realm of the Chaldeans.

B.
In the first year of his reign I, Daniel, understood the Word of the Lord that had 


come to Jeremiah the prophet, that He would accomplish seventy years in the 


desolations of Jerusalem (70 years of captivity and judgment of Judah).

C.
I set my face unto the Lord God, to seek by prayer and supplication, with 



fasting, sackcloth, and ashes.

II.
Daniel's prayer. And I prayed unto the Lord my God,  made my confession, and said: 

(4-19)


A.
Oh Lord, the great and dreadful God, keeping the covenant and mercy to them 


that love Him, and to them that keep His commandments.

B.
We have sinned, committed iniquity, done wickedly, and rebelled by departing 


from your precepts and your judgments.

C.
Neither have we hearkened unto Your servants the prophets, which spoke in Your 

name to our kings, our princes, our fathers, and to all the people of the land.


D.
Oh Lord, righteousness belongs to You, but unto us confusion of faces, as it is this 

day:



1.
To the men of Judah.



2.
To the inhabitants of Jerusalem.



3.
Unto all Israel, that are near and that are far off, throughout all the 




countries where you have driven them, because of their trespasses that 



they have trespassed against you.



4.
To us belongs confusion of face--to our kings, to our princes, and to our 



fathers--because we have sinned against You.


E.
To the Lord our God belong mercies and forgiveness, though we have rebelled 


against Him.

F.
We have not obeyed the voice of the Lord our God, to walk in His laws, which He 

set before us by His servants the prophets.


G.
All Israel has transgressed Your law, even by departing from it, that they might 


not obey Your voice.


H.
Therefore:



1.
The curse is poured upon us and the oath that is written in the law of 



Moses the servant of God, because we have sinned against Him.



2.
He has confirmed His words, which He spoke against us, and against our 



judges that judged us, by bringing upon us a great evil: For under the 



whole heaven has not been done as what has been done to Jerusalem.



3.
As it is written in the law of Moses, all this evil is come upon us: Yet we 



still did not make our prayer before the Lord our God, that we might turn 



from our iniquities and understand Your truth.


4.
Therefore, the Lord has watched upon the evil, and brought it upon us: 



For the Lord our God is righteous in all His works which He does, for we 



we did not obey His voice.


I.
And now, oh Lord our God, that brought Your people forth out of the land of 


Egypt with a mighty hand, and has gotten renown, as at this day:  We have 


sinned, we have done wickedly.


J.
Oh Lord, according to all Your righteousness, I beseech You, let your anger and 


fury be turned away from Your city Jerusalem and Your holy mountain.


K.
Because of our sins and for the iniquities of our fathers, Jerusalem and Your 


people have become a reproach to all that are about us.


L.
Now therefore, oh our God, hear the prayer of Your servant and his 



supplications, and cause Your face to shine upon Your sanctuary that is desolate, 


for the Lord's sake.


M.
Oh my God, incline Your ear and hear; open Your eyes and behold our 



desolations and the city which is called by Your name.


N.
For we do not present our supplications before You for our righteousness, but for 


Your great mercies.


O.
Oh Lord, hear. Oh Lord, forgive. Oh Lord, hearken and do.  Oh Lord, defer not.


P.
Do this for Your own sake, oh my God: For Your city and Your people that are 


called by Your name.

III.
A divine messenger arrives. (20-23)


A.
And while I was speaking, praying, confessing my sin and the sin of my people 


Israel, and presenting my supplication before the Lord my God for the holy 


mountain of my God...

B.
Even while I was speaking in prayer, the man Gabriel, whom I had seen in 


the vision at the beginning, flew by swiftly and touched me about the time of the 


evening oblation (around 3 p.m.).


C.
And he informed me, talked with me, and said, "O Daniel, I am now come forth 


to give you skill and understanding.


D.
At the beginning of your supplications the commandment came forth, and I am 


come to show you.


E.
For you are greatly beloved: Therefore understand the matter, and consider the 


vision."
IV.
The seventy weeks explained. (24-27)

A.
Seventy weeks are determined upon Your people Israel and upon Your holy city 


Jerusalem.


B.
The purposes are:



1.
To finish the transgression and make an end of sins.



2.
To make reconciliation for iniquity.



3.
To bring in everlasting righteousness.



4.
To seal up the vision and prophecy.



5.
To anoint the Most Holy.


C.
The timeline explained.  (One week equals seven years.  See the commentary.)


1.
From the going forth of the commandment to restore and to build 




Jerusalem unto the Messiah the Prince shall be seven weeks, and 




threescore and two weeks: The street shall be built again, and the wall, 



even in troublous times.



2.
And after threescore and two weeks shall the Messiah be cut off, but not 



for Himself.



3.
The people of the prince that shall come shall destroy the city and the 



sanctuary.



4.
The end thereof shall be with a flood, and unto the end of the war 




desolations are determined.



5.
And he shall confirm the covenant with many for one week. 



a.
In the midst of the week he shall cause the sacrifice and the 




oblation to cease.




b.
For the overspreading of abominations he shall make it desolate, 




even until the consummation.




c.
And that determined shall be poured upon the desolate.

COMMENTARY ON CHAPTER NINE


The events recorded in this chapter occurred during the first year of King Darius who ruled Babylonia after the invasion of the Medes and Persians.

The Setting And Occasion

Daniel 9:1-3

 In the first year of Darius the son of Ahasuerus, of the seed of the Medes, which was made king over the realm of the Chaldeans; In the first year of his reign I Daniel understood by books the number of the years, whereof the word of the Lord came to Jeremiah the prophet, that he would accomplish seventy years in the desolations of Jerusalem. And I set my face unto the Lord God, to seek by prayer and supplication, with fasting, and sackcloth, and ashes. (Daniel 9:1-3)

The events recorded in this chapter occurred during the first year of King Darius who was the son of Ahasuerus and a Mede.  He became king over the realm of the Chaldeans after the judgment of King Belshazzar by the invasion of the Medes and Persians.


During the first year of this king's reign, Daniel was studying the prophecies of Jeremiah regarding the captivity of the people of Judah. The invasion mentioned in the first chapter  of Daniel began the 70 year period of captivity that had been prophesied by Jeremiah:

Behold, I will send and take all the families of the north, saith the Lord, and Nebuchadrezzar the king of Babylon, my servant, and will bring them against this land, and against the inhabitants thereof, and against all these nations round about, and will utterly destroy them, and make them an astonishment, and an hissing, and perpetual desolations. Moreover I will take from them the voice of mirth, and the voice of gladness, the voice of the bridegroom, and the voice of the bride, the sound of the millstones, and the light of the candle. And this whole land shall be a desolation, and an astonishment; and these nations shall serve the king of Babylon seventy years. And it shall come to pass, when seventy years are accomplished, that I will punish the king of Babylon, and that nation, saith the Lord, for their iniquity, and the land of the Chaldeans, and will make it perpetual desolations. (Jeremiah 25:9-12)


Upon reading Jeremiah's prophecy, Daniel determined to seek the Lord regarding this matter by prayer, supplication, and with fasting, sackcloth, and ashes--signs of humbling oneself and mourning.  Daniel probably was concerned that because of continued disobedience, Israel's captivity might be prolonged.  

Daniel's Prayer

Daniel 9:4-19


In verses 4-19, we have a tremendous example of powerful prayer in the words recorded by Daniel.  Let's examine his prayer in detail.

Proper motives:  Daniel's motives were pure, as he sought God for restoration for Israel and Jerusalem for the sake of God's name  and for His glory. The motive of our prayers should also be for God's glory, seeking the fulfillment of His divine purposes.


Purpose:  Daniel had a specific purpose in his prayer (verse 3).  Studying God's Word helped him to pray with divine purpose.  It will do the same for you.

Preparation: Daniel prepared himself to seek the Lord by setting himself aside to seek God by fasting and humbling himself by putting on sackcloth and ashes.   The phrase "set my face" means he determined to spend time focusing on God. We, too, should prepare ourselves by setting aside time to seek God.  On occasion, we may also need to fast and--for sure--we must humble ourselves before God.

Personal Confession:  Daniel confessed his own sins and those of his people:
 And I prayed unto the Lord my God, and made my confession, and said, O Lord, the great and dreadful God, keeping the covenant and mercy to them that love him, and to them that keep his commandments; We have sinned, and have committed iniquity, and have done wickedly, and have rebelled, even by departing from thy precepts and from thy judgments: Neither have we hearkened unto thy servants the prophets, which spake in thy name to our kings, our princes, and our fathers, and to all the people of the land. O Lord, righteousness belongeth unto thee, but unto us confusion of faces, as at this day; to the men of Judah, and to the inhabitants of Jerusalem, and unto all Israel, that are near, and that are far off, through all the countries whither thou hast driven them, because of their trespass that they have trespassed against thee.  O Lord, to us belongeth confusion of face, to our kings, to our princes, and to our fathers, because we have sinned against thee. To the Lord our God belong mercies and forgivenesses, though we have rebelled against him; Neither have we obeyed the voice of the Lord our God, to walk in his laws, which he set before us by his servants the prophets. Yea, all Israel have transgressed thy law, even by departing, that they might not obey thy voice; therefore the curse is poured upon us, and the oath that is written in the law of Moses the servant of God, because we have sinned against him. And he hath confirmed his words, which he spake against us, and against our judges that judged us, by bringing upon us a great evil: for under the whole heaven hath not been done as hath been done upon Jerusalem. As it is written in the law of Moses, all this evil is come upon us: yet made we not our prayer before the Lord our God, that we might turn from our iniquities, and understand thy truth. Therefore hath the Lord watched upon the evil, and brought it upon us: for the Lord our God is righteous in all his works which he doeth: for we obeyed not his voice. And now, O Lord our God, that hast brought thy people forth out of the land of Egypt with a mighty hand, and hast gotten thee renown, as at this day; we have sinned, we have done wickedly. O Lord, according to all thy righteousness, I beseech thee, let thine anger and thy fury be turned away from thy city Jerusalem, thy holy mountain: because for our sins, and for the iniquities of our fathers, Jerusalem and thy people are become a reproach to all that are about us. (Daniel 9:14-16)

Daniel confessed his iniquity and those of his people who had refused to keep the covenant, sinned repeatedly, rebelled, and departed from God's Word.  Daniel was honest in his confession.  He didn't try to make excuses or cover up anything because he knew that:
He that covereth his sins shall not prosper: but whoso confesseth and forsaketh them shall have mercy. (Proverbs 28:13)

Don't make excuses for your sin.  Don't blame others.  Do not try to cover up your sin.  Confess it and repent!


The people of Israel had ignored the warnings of the prophets of God and been scattered among the nations because of their transgressions. The curses written in the law by Moses had come upon them (see Deuteronomy 28).  Because God's people are a united body, the sin of one affects us all.  No one in Israel was exempt from the judgment.  It came upon their kings, princes, and fathers.  Joy, celebration, and light was gone because of their sin.

Daniel acknowledged that God was merciful, forgiving, and that it had been necessary for Him to bring judgment upon them to confirm His Word.  Daniel acknowledged that God's anger and fury had come upon Jerusalem and the people of Judah because of their sins and the iniquities of their fathers.  The result was that they were confused, ashamed, and scattered among the nations.  Daniel admitted that Israel had become a reproach among the nations.  


Daniel confessed sins of commission--"we have sinned and committed iniquity."  He also confessed sins of omission--"neither have we listened unto your servants the prophets who spoke in your name."



Confession is part of the prayer the Lord taught His followers to pray daily--"forgive us our trespasses."  God cannot tolerate the presence of sin, so it is necessary to confess and ask forgiveness of sin before presenting your petitions. Confession is agreeing with what God says about your sin.

Petition:  After confessing his sin and those of his people, Daniel made his petitions to God.  Petitions are requests: 

 Now therefore, O our God, hear the prayer of thy servant, and his supplications, and cause thy face to shine upon thy sanctuary that is desolate, for the Lord's sake. O my God, incline thine ear, and hear; open thine eyes, and behold our desolations, and the city which is called by thy name: for we do not present our supplications before thee for our righteousnesses, but for thy great mercies. O Lord, hear; O Lord, forgive; O Lord, hearken and do; defer not, for thine own sake, O my God: for thy city and thy people are called by thy name.  (Daniel 9:17-19)

Daniel asked God to hear his prayers and supplications.  He asked for God's face to shine once again upon the desolate sanctuary at Jerusalem.  He asked God to incline His ear and hear his prayer, to open His eyes and see the desolations of the city and the people called by His name. Daniel did not arrogantly petition God or make demands upon Him.  He appealed, not on the basis of his own righteousness, but upon the basis of the mercies of God and for the sake of His name. 

Passion:  Daniel made an impassioned plea saying, "Oh Lord, hear. Oh Lord, forgive. Oh Lord, hearken and do.  Oh Lord, defer not.  Do this for Your own sake, oh my God:  For Your city and Your people that are called by Your name!"  

Persistence:  Daniel did not receive an answer immediately, but persisted in prayer until he did. When you pray, your answer may be delayed but don't give up.  Keep on asking, seeking, and knocking until the answer comes. 


Praise: Throughout Daniel's prayer, a continuing thread of praise is woven into the confessions and petitions.  He praises and worships God for His righteousness, mercy, and forgiveness.


Daniel's prayer is a great pattern for us to follow in our own supplications. How do your prayers measure up?   Do you set aside time to pray?  Do you approach God humbly or with arrogance?   Do you pray for selfish interests or for divine purposes?  Do you intercede in behalf of your nation?  Do you confess sin, or do you try to rationalize and justify it before God?  Do you weave praise and worship into your prayers, or do they sound more like a list of complaints?

A Divine Messenger Arrives

Daniel 9:20-23

And whiles I was speaking, and praying, and confessing my sin and the sin of my people Israel, and presenting my supplication before the Lord my God for the holy mountain of my God; Yea, whiles I was speaking in prayer, even the man Gabriel, whom I had seen in the vision at the beginning, being caused to fly swiftly, touched me about the time of the evening oblation.  And he informed me, and talked with me, and said, O Daniel, I am now come forth to give thee skill and understanding. At the beginning of thy supplications the commandment came forth, and I am come to shew thee; for thou art greatly beloved: therefore understand the matter, and consider the vision. (Daniel 9:20-23)

Daniel confessed the sin of his people as his own.  You will recall in Daniel 6 that Daniel's enemies could find no fault in him, but the Bible declares that all have sinned.  Daniel  confessed his own sins and identified with and confessed those of his people.  To "confess" means to come into agreement with what God says regarding your sin.

While Daniel was confessing, a divine messenger arrived.  The answer to prayer here came while he was praying.  In chapter 10, the answer to Daniel's prayer is delayed.  Your answer may not come when you think it should, but it will come.


The angel Gabriel, whom Daniel had seen in his previous vision, flew by swiftly and touched him about the time of the evening sacrifice.  This was called the evening oblation and occurred around 3 p.m.  It included prayer, offerings, and sacrifices. Gabriel said, "Daniel, I am now come to give you skill and understanding.   At the beginning of your supplications the commandment came forth to me to come to you.  You are greatly beloved, and I have come to give you revelation so that you can understand."  

Despite the sins of your past and those of your people, you too are beloved of God!

The Seventy Weeks Explained

Daniel 9:24-27

 Seventy weeks are determined upon thy people and upon thy holy city, to finish the transgression, and to make an end of sins, and to make reconciliation for iniquity, and to bring in everlasting righteousness, and to seal up the vision and prophecy, and to anoint the most Holy. Know therefore and understand, that from the going forth of the commandment to restore and to build Jerusalem unto the Messiah the Prince shall be seven weeks, and threescore and two weeks: the street shall be built again, and the wall, even in troublous times. And after threescore and two weeks shall Messiah be cut off, but not for himself: and the people of the prince that shall come shall destroy the city and the sanctuary; and the end thereof shall be with a flood, and unto the end of the war desolations are determined. And he shall confirm the covenant with many for one week: and in the midst of the week he shall cause the sacrifice and the oblation to cease, and for the overspreading of abominations he shall make it desolate, even until the consummation, and that determined shall be poured upon the desolate. (Daniel 9:24-27)

This passage is a bit difficult, but we can understand it if we take it phrase by phrase. The first thing Gabriel said was, "Seventy weeks were determined upon Your people and upon Your holy city."   "Your people" means Israel, as Daniel was of the tribe of Judah.  "Your holy city" is Jerusalem.  So this prophetic word and timeline concerns Israel's prophetic future--some of which is now history, but all of which was future at the time this was written.

So what is meant by the seventy weeks?  Daniel took the seventy weeks of Jeremiah's prophecy to literally mean 70 years, so we learn from this that one week equals one year.  Daniel was receiving this vision some 67 years after being taken captive himself. 

Why would time be measured in this way?  Because this was the customary way they measured time in that day.  People measure time, distance, etc. in different ways.  For example, in terms of distance, the United States presently uses inches, feet, and yards while Europe uses the metric system.

Gabriel provides the details about the prophetic timeline of history.  It is divided into four distinct parts:



Part one:
7 weeks which equals 49 years.



Part two: 
62 weeks which equal 434 years.


Part three:
A prophetic gap of Gentile rule for an unknown period of time.



Part four:
1 week which equals 7 years.

Let's examine each of these periods more carefully.


Part one:  7 weeks which equals 49 years. The 7 weeks (49 years) began at the command to rebuild Jerusalem under Ezra and Nehemiah. The books of Ezra and Nehemiah record the troubled times during which Jerusalem and its walls were rebuilt. 

Part two: 62 weeks which equal 434 years.   The 62 weeks (434 years) began at the rebuilding of the wall of Jerusalem and continued to the time of the crucifixion when Jesus was "cut off".

Part three:  A prophetic gap of Gentile rule for an unknown period of time.  The time of Gentile rule is an unknown number of years.  (You will recall that the word "Gentiles"  refers to nations other than Israel.)   We are still in this unknown time period now, awaiting the  return of Jesus.  Jerusalem remains divided, as the mount where the temple was located is still in the hands of the Gentiles (nations other than Israel).

Part four: 1 week which equals 7 years.  This period of time has not yet begun.  It will start when the Antichrist comes to power and the tribulation begins.  It ushers in the time of trouble mentioned in Daniel l2:l which is the great tribulation described in the book of Revelation.   During this time, a prince that is to come--meaning the Antichrist--will confirm a covenant of peace which will not last. He will break the covenant himself and--as we learned in Daniel 7--make war with the saints, cast down truth, and desecrate the sanctuary.  The Antichrist will commit all sorts of abominations, desecrating all that is sacred.  This period will end with a flood of devastation and the final battle of Armageddon when Jesus returns to earth.


Gabriel is very clear about the major purposes for this divine timeline.  It is:



-To finish the transgression--to bring transgressions to an end.



-To put an end to sin--Satan is finally restrained in the bottomless pit.



-To make reconciliation for iniquity, providing opportunity for those who have 


  rejected Jesus to accept Him.


-To bring in everlasting righteousness--to usher in the Kingdom of God.



-To seal up the vision and prophecy--meaning prophecy will be completely 


  fulfilled and finished.


-To anoint the Most Holy--sanctify the temple after the Antichrist is 



  defeated and exalt Jesus in His rightful position as King of kings.

This is one of the most amazing passages in the Old Testament!  It provides a timeline for history from Daniel's time until the end of the ages.  It is also one of the most difficult passages.  Congratulations!  You made it through it!
Study questions on chapter 9:
1.
When did the events of chapter 9 occur?  (1-2)

2.
What did Daniel read that made him begin seeking the Lord?  (2-3)

3.
For what specific purpose was Daniel praying?  (2-3)

4.
How did Daniel prepare himself to seek God? (3)

5.
Using Daniel's prayer in verses 4-19, answer the following questions.


-To whom was Daniel praying?


-What confessions did Daniel made?


-List the various terms Daniel uses to describe sin.



-Why were God's people scattered in various nations?



-What were the specific sins Daniel mentioned?



-Who had God sent to warn His people and how had Israel responded?



-What do you learn about the attributes of God from Daniel's prayer?



-Who brought Israel out of Egypt?



-What was Israel's condition at the time of Daniel's prayer?



-What appeal did Daniel make in behalf of Israel?



-What was the condition of the sanctuary at the time of this prayer?



-On what basis did Daniel make his petitions?

6.
Who came to Daniel while he was praying?  (20-21)

7.
For what purpose had the heavenly messenger come to Daniel?  (22)

8.
When had the heavenly messenger been dispatched with an answer for Daniel?  (23)

9.
Using the commentary, explain the time-line of verses 24-27.



-What does the word "weeks" mean as used in this passage?



-What people and what city does this prophecy concern?



-What are the purposes of the 70 weeks?



-How many weeks (years) will pass from the time of the commandment to restore 


  Jerusalem until the Messiah comes? 



-What happens after threescore and two weeks (years)?



-Who will come to destroy Jerusalem and the sanctuary?



-How will the end come?



-Who will make a covenant with whom and for how long?



-What happens in the midst of the seven years?

10.
What did you learn in this chapter to apply to your life and ministry?

Daniel 10

1 In the third year of Cyrus king of Persia a thing was revealed unto Daniel, whose name was called Belteshazzar; and the thing was true, but the time appointed was long: and he understood the thing, and had understanding of the vision.

2 In those days I Daniel was mourning three full weeks.

3 I ate no pleasant bread, neither came flesh nor wine in my mouth, neither did I anoint myself at all, till three whole weeks were fulfilled.

4 And in the four and twentieth day of the first month, as I was by the side of the great river, which is Hiddekel;

5 Then I lifted up mine eyes, and looked, and behold a certain man clothed in linen, whose loins were girded with fine gold of Uphaz:

6 His body also was like the beryl, and his face as the appearance of lightning, and his eyes as lamps of fire, and his arms and his feet like in colour to polished brass, and the voice of his words like the voice of a multitude.

7 And I Daniel alone saw the vision: for the men that were with me saw not the vision; but a great quaking fell upon them, so that they fled to hide themselves.

8 Therefore I was left alone, and saw this great vision, and there remained no strength in me: for my comeliness was turned in me into corruption, and I retained no strength.

9 Yet heard I the voice of his words: and when I heard the voice of his words, then was I in a deep sleep on my face, and my face toward the ground.

10 And, behold, an hand touched me, which set me upon my knees and upon the palms of my hands.

11 And he said unto me, O Daniel, a man greatly beloved, understand the words that I speak unto thee, and stand upright: for unto thee am I now sent. And when he had spoken this word unto me, I stood trembling.

12 Then said he unto me, Fear not, Daniel: for from the first day that thou didst set thine heart to understand, and to chasten thyself before thy God, thy words were heard, and I am come for thy words.

13 But the prince of the kingdom of Persia withstood me one and twenty days: but, lo, Michael, one of the chief princes, came to help me; and I remained there with the kings of Persia.

14 Now I am come to make thee understand what shall befall thy people in the latter days: for yet the vision is for many days.

15 And when he had spoken such words unto me, I set my face toward the ground, and I became dumb.

16 And, behold, one like the similitude of the sons of men touched my lips: then I opened my mouth, and spake, and said unto him that stood before me, O my lord, by the vision my sorrows are turned upon me, and I have retained no strength.

17 For how can the servant of this my lord talk with this my lord? for as for me, straightway there remained no strength in me, neither is there breath left in me.

18 Then there came again and touched me one like the appearance of a man, and he strengthened me,

19 And said, O man greatly beloved, fear not: peace be unto thee, be strong, yea, be strong. And when he had spoken unto me, I was strengthened, and said, Let my lord speak; for thou hast strengthened me.

20 Then said he, Knowest thou wherefore I come unto thee? and now will I return to fight with the prince of Persia: and when I am gone forth, lo, the prince of Grecia shall come.

21 But I will shew thee that which is noted in the scripture of truth: and there is none that holdeth with me in these things, but Michael your prince.

Outline 10: 
(This chapter provides an introduction to the revelation in chapter eleven.)
I.
Background of Daniel's vision.  (1-4)


A.
In the third year of Cyrus, the king of Persia, a thing was revealed unto Daniel, 


whose name was called Belteshazzar.


B.
The thing was true, but the time appointed was long (it would occur in the 



future).

C.
Daniel understood the thing, and had understanding of the vision.


D.
In those days, I, Daniel was mourning for three full weeks.



1.
I ate no pleasant bread, flesh, or wine in my mouth.



2.
I did not anoint myself at all until three whole weeks were fulfilled.


E.
The vision came on the 24th day of the first month, as I was by the side of the 


great River Hiddekel.
II.
The man clothed in linen. Then I lifted up my eyes and looked:  (5-9)


A.
And behold a certain man: 



1.
He was clothed in linen.



2.
His loins were girded with fine gold of Uphaz.


3.
His body was like the beryl.



4.
His face had the appearance of lightning.



5.
His eyes were like lamps of fire.



6.
His arms and His feet were like polished brass.



7.
The voice of His words were like the voice of a multitude.


B.
And I, Daniel, alone saw the vision: 


1.
The men that were with me did not see it.



2.
A great quaking (fear) fell upon them, so that they fled to hide themselves.


C.
Therefore, I was left alone and saw this great vision.



1.
There remained no strength in me.



2.
My comeliness was turned into corruption.



3.
I retained no strength.



4.
Yet when I heard the voice of his words then I was in a deep sleep on my 



face, and my face was toward the ground.

III.
Preparation for the revelation.  (10-21)


A.
An hand touched me, which set me upon my knees and upon the 




palms of my hands.



1.
And he said unto me, "O Daniel, a man greatly beloved, understand the 



words that I speak unto you.



2.
Stand upright: For unto you am I now sent."


3.
And when he had spoken this unto me, I stood trembling.


B.
Then he said to me, Fear not, Daniel: for from the first day that you set your 


heart to understand and to chasten yourself before your God, your words were 


heard, and I am come because of your words.


C.
But the prince of the kingdom of Persia withstood me 21 days.


1.
But Michael, one of the chief princes, came to help me.



2.
And I remained there with the kings of Persia.


D.
Now I am come to make you understand what shall befall your people in the latter 

days: For the vision is for many days (in the future from the time of Daniel).


E.
And when he had spoken these words unto me, I set my face toward the ground 


and I became dumb. 


1.
And, behold, one like the similitude of the sons of men touched my lips. 


2.
Then I opened my mouth and spoke and said unto him that stood 




before me.


3.
I said:  "Oh my lord, by the vision my sorrows are turned upon me, and I 



have retained no strength.



4.
For how can the servant of this my lord talk with this my lord?


5.
For as for me, immediately there remained no strength in me, neither is 



there breath left in me."

F.
Then there came again and touched me one like the appearance of a man, and he 


strengthened me and said:


1.
"Oh man greatly beloved, fear not.



2.
Peace be unto you.



3.
Be strong, yes, be strong."

G.
And when he had spoken unto me, I was strengthened and said,  "Let my lord 


speak; for you have strengthened me."

H.
Then he said,  "Do you know where I have come from to you?



1.
I return to fight with the prince of Persia.



2.
And when I am gone forth, lo, the prince of Greece shall come.


I.
But I will show you that which is noted in the scripture of truth.


J.
And there is none that holds with me in these things, but Michael your prince."
COMMENTARY ON CHAPTER TEN

Chapters 10, 11, and 12 all relate to the same vision.  This chapter provides an introduction, chapter 11 records and explains the vision, and chapter 12 is an epilogue to it.

Background Of Daniel's Vision
Daniel 10:1-4

In the third year of Cyrus king of Persia a thing was revealed unto Daniel, whose name was called Belteshazzar; and the thing was true, but the time appointed was long: and he understood the thing, and had understanding of the vision. In those days I Daniel was mourning three full weeks. I ate no pleasant bread, neither came flesh nor wine in my mouth, neither did I anoint myself at all, till three whole weeks were fulfilled. And in the four and twentieth day of the first month, as I was by the side of the great river, which is Hiddeke. (Daniel 10:1-4)

It was in the third year of Cyrus, the king of Persia, that Daniel had another powerful prophetic revelation on the 24th day of the first month as he was by the River Hiddekel, also called the Tigres River.  The first two things that Daniel notes is that the vision was true and that  it would come to pass at some time in the future.


The revelation Daniel received was so troubling that he mourned for three full weeks. He refrained from eating anything pleasant and refused to anoint himself.  In other words, he sacrificed pleasant food and activities to seek God for understanding of this vision.  
The Man Clothed In Linen

Daniel 10:5-9
Then I lifted up mine eyes, and looked, and behold a certain man clothed in linen, whose loins were girded with fine gold of Uphaz: His body also was like the beryl, and his face as the appearance of lightning, and his eyes as lamps of fire, and his arms and his feet like in colour to polished brass, and the voice of his words like the voice of a multitude. And I Daniel alone saw the vision: for the men that were with me saw not the vision; but a great quaking fell upon them, so that they fled to hide themselves. Therefore I was left alone, and saw this great vision, and there remained no strength in me: for my comeliness was turned in me into corruption, and I retained no strength. Yet heard I the voice of his words: and when I heard the voice of his words, then was I in a deep sleep on my face, and my face toward the ground. (Daniel 10:4-9)

At the end of the three weeks of prayer and fasting, Daniel had an amazing spiritual visitation. He saw a man who was clothed in linen. His loins were covered with fine gold of Uphaz and his body was like beryl, similar to chrysolite.  His face had the appearance of lightning and he had eyes that were like lamps of fire.  His arms and feet resembled polished brass and when he spoke, it sounded like the voice of a multitude.  Some expositors think this was an appearance of Jesus, but most likely it was the angel Gabriel since he said that he needed divine assistance in Persia.  Gabriel was also the heavenly spokesperson in other visions in the book of Daniel.  Exactly who this was is not the point, but rather what he had to say.

Daniel records that he alone saw the vision.  The men with him did not see it, as they fled in fear to hide.  They must have felt an awesome presence that frightened them. People still respond in one of these two ways when God gives a revelation.  They either embrace it or run from it!


 Apparently this vision was so awesome that Daniel grew weak, fainted from fright, and then fell into a deep sleep.  

Preparation For The Revelation
Daniel 10:10-21

And, behold, an hand touched me, which set me upon my knees and upon the palms of my hands.  And he said unto me, O Daniel, a man greatly beloved, understand the words that I speak unto thee, and stand upright: for unto thee am I now sent. And when he had spoken this word unto me, I stood trembling. Then said he unto me, Fear not, Daniel: for from the first day that thou didst set thine heart to understand, and to chasten thyself before thy God, thy words were heard, and I am come for thy words. But the prince of the kingdom of Persia withstood me one and twenty days: but, lo, Michael, one of the chief princes, came to help me; and I remained there with the kings of Persia. Now I am come to make thee understand what shall befall thy people in the latter days: for yet the vision is for many days. And when he had spoken such words unto me, I set my face toward the ground, and I became dumb. And, behold, one like the similitude of the sons of men touched my lips: then I opened my mouth, and spake, and said unto him that stood before me, O my lord, by the vision my sorrows are turned upon me, and I have retained no strength. For how can the servant of this my lord talk with this my lord? for as for me, straightway there remained no strength in me, neither is there breath left in me. Then there came again and touched me one like the appearance of a man, and he strengthened me, And said, O man greatly beloved, fear not: peace be unto thee, be strong, yea, be strong. And when he had spoken unto me, I was strengthened, and said, Let my lord speak; for thou hast strengthened me.  Then said he, Knowest thou wherefore I come unto thee? and now will I return to fight with the prince of Persia: and when I am gone forth, lo, the prince of Grecia shall come. But I will shew thee that which is noted in the scripture of truth: and there is none that holdeth with me in these things, but Michael your prince. (Daniel 10:10-21)

Often, when we come to the end of our own human strength, that is the point at which we  receive divine revelation.  As Daniel lay sleeping, stripped of his strength, a hand touched him and set him upon his knees with the palms of his hand on the ground.  

A voice said to him, "Daniel, you are greatly beloved." God loves everyone, but He responds with special affinity to those who love deeply.  Here, God calls Daniel greatly beloved.  David was called a man after God's heart (Acts 13:22) and John was the beloved disciple (John 13:23).  God responds in a special way to passionate love.


The voice continued:  "Stand up and hear the words that I speak, for I am sent to you.  Don't fear, for from the first day that you set your heart to understand and to chasten yourself before God your words were heard, and I have come because of your words."  When God touches you and speaks to you, like Daniel, you will receive supernatural strength for what lies ahead.


So what had taken the divine messenger so long to get there?  He explains that the evil prince of the kingdom of Persia withstood him for 21 days until, Michael, one of the chief princes and angels of God, came to help him.  This is one of the most revealing passages on spiritual warfare in the Bible, indicating that behind the events of life there is a spiritual battle raging.  It also reveals that there are demonic spirits in control of certain regions who can hinder  answers to prayers.  

Your prayers are immediately heard by God, but sometimes demonic forces hinder the answer.  These are the spirits you must bind in the name of Jesus and render powerless so that your answer can come through!  The Scriptures confirm that:
...we wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this world, against spiritual wickedness in high places. Wherefore take unto you the whole armour of God, that ye may be able to withstand in the evil day, and having done all, to stand.  (Ephesians 6:12-13)


The angelic being makes it clear that he has come to help Daniel understand the vision.  The first two things we learn is that the vision concerns Daniel's people, Israel, and that it is not to be fulfilled immediately but in the latter days of time.


Daniel recalls that,  "When he had spoken such words to me, I set my face toward the ground and was speechless."  Daniel said that the vision caused him great sorrow and the loss of physical strength.  He doubted that he could even talk about what he saw because he was so affected by it.  Then Daniel records that one who looked like a man touched him, strengthened him,  and said, "Oh man, greatly beloved, don't fear. Peace be unto you. Be strong, yes, be strong." 

Daniel records that "When he had spoken unto me, I was strengthened, and said, 'Let my lord speak, for you have strengthened me'."

The divine messenger asked,  "Do you know where I have come to you from?"  Then he answered his own question.  "I have come from and shall return to fight with the prince of Persia."  This provides another important principle regarding spiritual warfare and that is that spiritual warfare is continuous.   This angel had been fighting previously and would return to fight again with the demonic powers over Persia, powers that would be joined by the evil spirits over Greece.  This angel will be aided in his fight by Michael, who is the angelic prince of Israel and their guardian angel.  The angel says, "When I am gone, the prince of Greece shall come, and there is none that holds with me in these things, but Michael your prince."


"But right now," the angel declares, "I am going to show you that which is noted in the scripture of truth."   The chapter concludes with this passage,  but not the revelation.  The encounter detailed in this chapter is preparation for the prophetic word recorded in the following chapter.


The phrase "noted in the scripture of truth" means that the revelation Daniel was to receive would be in harmony with previous revelations from God.  No revelation from God will ever conflict with the truth of scripture. The Apostle Paul declared:
But though we, or an angel from heaven, preach any other gospel unto you than that which we have preached unto you, let him be accursed. As we said before, so say I now again, If any man preach any other gospel unto you than that ye have received, let him be accursed.  (Galatians 1:8-9)

Study questions on chapter 10:
1.
When did the events recorded in this chapter occur? (1)

2.
Who was involved in these events?  (1)

3.
What two facts are revealed about this vision in verse 1?

4.
What was Daniel's response to the vision he received?  (2-3)

5.
When and where did Daniel see the man clothed in linen who came to interpret the 
vision?  (4)

6.
Describe the man in linen. (5-6)

7.
What happened to the men who were with Daniel when this event occurred?  (7)

8.
What was Daniel's response to this vision?  (8-9)

9.
According to verses 10-11, what did the divine messenger first do and say?  

10.
When had Daniel's prayer been heard?  (12)

11.
Why had the divine messenger come?  (12)

12.
What hindered the divine messenger from arriving?  (13)

13.
Who had helped the messenger in his spiritual battle?  (13) 

14.
What do verses 12-13 reveal regarding spiritual warfare? (commentary)
15.
What purpose did the messenger declare in verse 14?

16.
When was Daniel's vision to come to pass?  (14)

17.
Describe the interaction between the messenger and Daniel as recorded in verses 15-19.
18.
What question did the messenger ask in verse 20?  What was the answer in verse 21?

19.
Where would the messenger go when he had finished his assignment with Daniel?  (20)

20.
In Daniel 10-21 in the King James Version, the word "touch" is used three times.  Record 
what happens each time Daniel receives a touch.

21.
According to verse 21, who is the prince of Israel?

22.
What statement of purpose does the messenger give in verse 21?  (This statement is an 
introduction to the revelation recorded in Daniel 11.)
23.
What did you learn in this chapter to apply to your life and ministry?

Daniel 11

1 Also I in the first year of Darius the Mede, even I, stood to confirm and to strengthen him.

2 And now will I shew thee the truth. Behold, there shall stand up yet three kings in Persia; and the fourth shall be far richer than they all: and by his strength through his riches he shall stir up all against the realm of Grecia.

3 And a mighty king shall stand up, that shall rule with great dominion, and do according to his will.

4 And when he shall stand up, his kingdom shall be broken, and shall be divided toward the four winds of heaven; and not to his posterity, nor according to his dominion which he ruled: for his kingdom shall be plucked up, even for others beside those.

5 And the king of the south shall be strong, and one of his princes; and he shall be strong above him, and have dominion; his dominion shall be a great dominion.

6 And in the end of years they shall join themselves together; for the king's daughter of the south shall come to the king of the north to make an agreement: but she shall not retain the power of the arm; neither shall he stand, nor his arm: but she shall be given up, and they that brought her, and he that begat her, and he that strengthened her in these times.

7 But out of a branch of her roots shall one stand up in his estate, which shall come with an army, and shall enter into the fortress of the king of the north, and shall deal against them, and shall prevail:

8 And shall also carry captives into Egypt their gods, with their princes, and with their precious vessels of silver and of gold; and he shall continue more years than the king of the north.

9 So the king of the south shall come into his kingdom, and shall return into his own land.

10 But his sons shall be stirred up, and shall assemble a multitude of great forces: and one shall certainly come, and overflow, and pass through: then shall he return, and be stirred up, even to his fortress.

11 And the king of the south shall be moved with choler, and shall come forth and fight with him, even with the king of the north: and he shall set forth a great multitude; but the multitude shall be given into his hand.

12 And when he hath taken away the multitude, his heart shall be lifted up; and he shall cast down many ten thousands: but he shall not be strengthened by it.

13 For the king of the north shall return, and shall set forth a multitude greater than the former, and shall certainly come after certain years with a great army and with much riches.

14 And in those times there shall many stand up against the king of the south: also the robbers of thy people shall exalt themselves to establish the vision; but they shall fall.

15 So the king of the north shall come, and cast up a mount, and take the most fenced cities: and the arms of the south shall not withstand, neither his chosen people, neither shall there be any strength to withstand.

16 But he that cometh against him shall do according to his own will, and none shall stand before him: and he shall stand in the glorious land, which by his hand shall be consumed.

17 He shall also set his face to enter with the strength of his whole kingdom, and upright ones with him; thus shall he do: and he shall give him the daughter of women, corrupting her: but she shall not stand on his side, neither be for him.

18 After this shall he turn his face unto the isles, and shall take many: but a prince for his own behalf shall cause the reproach offered by him to cease; without his own reproach he shall cause it to turn upon him.

19 Then he shall turn his face toward the fort of his own land: but he shall stumble and fall, and not be found.

20 Then shall stand up in his estate a raiser of taxes in the glory of the kingdom: but within few days he shall be destroyed, neither in anger, nor in battle.

21 And in his estate shall stand up a vile person, to whom they shall not give the honour of the kingdom: but he shall come in peaceably, and obtain the kingdom by flatteries.

22 And with the arms of a flood shall they be overflown from before him, and shall be broken; yea, also the prince of the covenant.

23 And after the league made with him he shall work deceitfully: for he shall come up, and shall become strong with a small people.

24 He shall enter peaceably even upon the fattest places of the province; and he shall do that which his fathers have not done, nor his fathers' fathers; he shall scatter among them the prey, and spoil, and riches: yea, and he shall forecast his devices against the strong holds, even for a time.

25 And he shall stir up his power and his courage against the king of the south with a great army; and the king of the south shall be stirred up to battle with a very great and mighty army; but he shall not stand: for they shall forecast devices against him.

26 Yea, they that feed of the portion of his meat shall destroy him, and his army shall overflow: and many shall fall down slain.

27 And both these kings' hearts shall be to do mischief, and they shall speak lies at one table; but it shall not prosper: for yet the end shall be at the time appointed.

28 Then shall he return into his land with great riches; and his heart shall be against the holy covenant; and he shall do exploits, and return to his own land.

29 At the time appointed he shall return, and come toward the south; but it shall not be as the former, or as the latter.

30 For the ships of Chittim shall come against him: therefore he shall be grieved, and return, and have indignation against the holy covenant: so shall he do; he shall even return, and have intelligence with them that forsake the holy covenant.

31 And arms shall stand on his part, and they shall pollute the sanctuary of strength, and shall take away the daily sacrifice, and they shall place the abomination that maketh desolate.

32 And such as do wickedly against the covenant shall he corrupt by flatteries: but the people that do know their God shall be strong, and do exploits.

33 And they that understand among the people shall instruct many: yet they shall fall by the sword, and by flame, by captivity, and by spoil, many days.

34 Now when they shall fall, they shall be holpen with a little help: but many shall cleave to them with flatteries.

35 And some of them of understanding shall fall, to try them, and to purge, and to make them white, even to the time of the end: because it is yet for a time appointed.

36 And the king shall do according to his will; and he shall exalt himself, and magnify himself above every god, and shall speak marvellous things against the God of gods, and shall prosper till the indignation be accomplished: for that that is determined shall be done.

37 Neither shall he regard the God of his fathers, nor the desire of women, nor regard any god: for he shall magnify himself above all.

38 But in his estate shall he honour the God of forces: and a god whom his fathers knew not shall he honour with gold, and silver, and with precious stones, and pleasant things.

39 Thus shall he do in the most strong holds with a strange god, whom he shall acknowledge and increase with glory: and he shall cause them to rule over many, and shall divide the land for gain.

40 And at the time of the end shall the king of the south push at him: and the king of the north shall come against him like a whirlwind, with chariots, and with horsemen, and with many ships; and he shall enter into the countries, and shall overflow and pass over.

41 He shall enter also into the glorious land, and many countries shall be overthrown: but these shall escape out of his hand, even Edom, and Moab, and the chief of the children of Ammon.

42 He shall stretch forth his hand also upon the countries: and the land of Egypt shall not escape.

43 But he shall have power over the treasures of gold and of silver, and over all the precious things of Egypt: and the Libyans and the Ethiopians shall be at his steps.

44 But tidings out of the east and out of the north shall trouble him: therefore he shall go forth with great fury to destroy, and utterly to make away many.

45 And he shall plant the tabernacles of his palace between the seas in the glorious holy mountain; yet he shall come to his end, and none shall help him.

Outline 11:

(Daniel's vision of events from his time until the end of time.  Gabriel, the divine messenger that appeared in Daniel 10 continues to speak in the opening verses of this chapter.)  
I.
Introduction.  (1-2)


A.
In the first year of Darius the Mede, even I, stood to confirm and to strengthen 


him.

B.
And now, I will show you the truth (about future events).  
II.
The Medo-Persian and Grecian empires.  (2-4)


A.
There shall stand up yet three kings in Persia.


B.
The fourth shall be far richer than them all and by his strength through his riches 


he shall stir up all against the realm of Greece.


C.
And a mighty king shall stand up that shall rule with great dominion and do 


according to his will.


D.
And when he shall stand up, his kingdom shall be broken.


1.
It shall be divided toward the four winds of heaven and not to his 




posterity, nor according to his dominion which he ruled.



2.
His kingdom shall be plucked up, even for others beside those.

III.
The Egyptian (southern) and Syrian (northern) empires. (5-20)


A.
And the king of the south shall be strong.

B.
One of his princes shall be even stronger above him and have dominion; his 


dominion shall be a great dominion.


C.
And in the end of years they shall join themselves together.



1.
The king's daughter of the south shall come to the king of the north to 



make an agreement.



2.
But she shall not retain the power of the arm; neither shall he stand, nor 



his arm.



3.
She, those who brought her, he that begot her, and he that strengthened her 


shall all be given up in these times.


D.
But out of a branch of her roots shall one stand up in his estate.


1.
He shall come 
with an army.



2.
He shall enter into the fortress of the king of the north, shall deal 




against them, and shall prevail.


3.
And they shall also carry captives into Egypt their gods, their princes, and  


their precious vessels of silver and of gold.



4.
And he shall continue more years than the king of the north.


E.
So the king of the south shall come into his kingdom, and shall return into 



his own land.



1.
But his sons shall be stirred up, and shall assemble a multitude of great 



forces.



2.
One shall certainly come, and overflow, and pass through.



3.
Then he shall return and be stirred up, even to his fortress.



4.
And the king of the south shall be moved with choler and shall come forth 



and fight with him, even with the king of the north.



5.
He shall set forth a great multitude; but the multitude shall be given into 



his hand.



6.
And when he has taken away the multitude, his heart shall be lifted up.



7.
He shall cast down many ten thousands: but he shall not be 





strengthened by it.


F.
For the king of the north shall return, and shall set forth a multitude 



greater than the former, and shall certainly come after certain years with a 



great army and with much riches.



1.
And in those times many shall stand up against the king of the south. 


2.
The robbers of your people shall exalt themselves to establish the vision, 



but they shall fall.



3.
So the king of the north shall come, and cast up a mount, and take the 



most fenced cities.



4.
The arms of the south shall not withstand, neither his chosen people, 



neither shall there be any strength to withstand.


G.
But he that comes against him shall do according to his own will, and none shall 


stand before him.



1.
He shall stand in the glorious land, by which his hand shall be consumed.



2.
He shall also set his face to enter with the strength of his whole kingdom, 



and upright ones with him.



3.
He shall give him the daughter of women, corrupting her, but she shall 



not stand on his side, neither be for him.



4.
After this he shall turn his face unto the isles and shall take many.



5.
But a prince for his own behalf shall cause the reproach offered by him to 



cease; without his own reproach he shall cause it to turn upon him.



6.
Then he shall turn his face toward the fort of his own land: but he shall 



stumble, fall, and not be found.


H.
Then one shall stand up in his estate, a raiser of taxes in the glory of the kingdom: 

But within a few days he shall be destroyed, neither in anger nor in battle.

IV.
A double reference prophecy: Antiochus Epiphanes  and the Antichrist (21-35)


A.
And in his estate shall stand up a vile person.



1.
He shall not be given the honor of the kingdom.



2.
He shall come in peaceably.



3.
He will obtain the kingdom by flatteries.


B.
With the arms of a flood they shall be overthrown before him, and shall 



be broken; yes, also the prince of the covenant.


C.
After the league made with him, he shall work deceitfully: For he shall come 


up, and shall become strong with a small people.


D.
He shall enter peaceably even upon the fattest places of the province.



1.
And he shall do that which his fathers have not done, nor his fathers' 



fathers.



2.
He shall scatter among them the prey, the spoil, and the riches.



3.
He shall forecast his devices against the strong holds, even for a time.


E.
And he shall stir up his power and courage against the king of the south with a 


great army.



1.
And the king of the south shall be stirred up to battle with a very great and 


mighty army.



2.
But he shall not stand, for they shall forecast devices against him.



3.
They that feed of the portion of his meat shall destroy him, his army 



shall overflow, and many shall be slain.



4.
And both of these kings' hearts shall be set to do mischief:




a.
They shall speak lies at one table, but it shall not prosper.




b.
For the end shall be at the appointed time.


5.
Then he shall return into his land with great riches:




a.
His heart shall be against the holy covenant.




b.
He shall do exploits.




c.
He shall return to his own land.


F.
At the appointed time he shall return and come toward the south.



1.
But his return shall not be as the former or as the latter.



2.
The ships of Chittim shall come against him: Therefore he shall be 




grieved, and return, and have indignation against the holy covenant.



3.
So shall he do:  He shall even return and have intelligence with them that 



forsake the holy covenant.



4.
And arms shall stand on his part, and they shall pollute the sanctuary of 



strength,  take away the daily sacrifice, and place there the abomination 



that makes desolate.



5.
Such as do wickedly against the covenant he will corrupt by flatteries. 

G.
But the people that do know their God shall be strong and do exploits (despite the 


difficult times).



1.
And they that understand among the people shall instruct many: Yet they 



shall fall by the sword, by flame, by captivity, and by spoil for many days.



2.
When they shall fall, they shall be helped with a little help, but many 



shall cleave to them with flatteries.



3.
Some of them of understanding shall fall, to try them, to purge them, 



and to make them white, even until the time of the end because it is yet 



for an appointed time.

V.
Actions of the willful king (36-39)


A.
And the king shall do according to his will:



1.
He shall exalt himself and magnify himself above every god.



2.
He shall speak marvelous things against the God of gods.


3.
He shall prosper until the indignation be accomplished, for it is 




determined that it shall be done.


B.
Neither shall he regard the god of his fathers, nor the desire of women, nor regard 


any god: for he shall magnify himself above all.


C.
In his estate he shall honor the God of forces: A god whom his fathers did not 


know he shall honor with gold, silver, precious stones, and pleasant things.


D.
Thus shall he do in the most strong holds with a strange god, whom he shall 


acknowledge and increase with glory.


E.
And he shall cause them to rule over many, and shall divide the land for gain.
VI.
The time of the end.  (40-45)


A.
And at the time of the end the king of the south shall push at him and the king of 


the north shall come against him like a whirlwind, with chariots, with horsemen, 


and with many ships.


B.
He shall enter into the countries and shall overflow (overrun them) and pass over.



1.
He shall enter also into the glorious land (Israel).


2.
Many countries shall be overthrown.



3.
These shall escape out of his hand: Edom, Moab, and the chief of the 



children of Ammon.



4.
The land of Egypt shall not escape:  He shall have power over the 




treasures of gold, silver, and all the precious things of Egypt.



5.
The Libyans and the Ethiopians shall be at his steps.


C.
Tidings out of the east and out of the north shall trouble him: Therefore he 


shall go forth with great fury to destroy and utterly do away with many.


D.
And he shall plant the tabernacles of his palace between the seas in the glorious 


holy mountain.


E.
Yet (finally), he shall come to his end and none shall help him.

COMMENTARY ON CHAPTER ELEVEN

This chapter recounts Daniel's vision of world events from the time of King Darius to the end of time.  The angel that appeared in Daniel 10 to introduce the vision continues to speak in the opening verses of this chapter and in chapter twelve.   The chapter divisions in the Bible are not divinely inspired.  Chapters 10-12 are actually one continuous segment relating to one vision.

Again, we understand more than Daniel did at the timing of this writing because the following prophecies have been fulfilled:


-Concerning Media-Persia: 11:1-2


-Concerning Greece: 11:3-4


-Concerning Egypt and Syria: 11:5-20


-Concerning Antiochus Epiphanes: 11:21-35


The prophecies yet to be fulfilled mentioned in this chapter are the end-time tribulation, the rise of the Antichrist, and the final establishing of the Kingdom of God.

Introduction
Daniel 11:1-2

 Also I in the first year of Darius the Mede, even I, stood to confirm and to strengthen him. And now, I will show thee the truth...(Daniel 11:1-2)

Since this chapter starts with the word "also", we know that it relates to the previous passage at the conclusion of Daniel 10.  The angel Gabriel, a divine messenger sent from God in Daniel 10, continues speaking as Daniel 11 opens.  As we learned, he had just come from battling evil spiritual powers over Persia.  He also informs Daniel that during the first year of Darius the Mede, he confirmed and strengthened him--most likely when wicked men sought to turn Darius against the Jews (Daniel 6).


Gabriel's purpose was to show Daniel the truth regarding the revelation he had received from God.

The Medo-Persian And Grecian Empires
Daniel 11:2-4
...Behold, there shall stand up yet three kings in Persia; and the fourth shall be far richer than they all: and by his strength through his riches he shall stir up all against the realm of  Grecia.  And a mighty king shall stand up, that shall rule with great dominion, and do according to his will. And when he shall stand up, his kingdom shall be broken, and shall be divided toward the four winds of heaven; and not to his posterity, nor according to his dominion which he ruled: for his kingdom shall be plucked up, even for others beside those. (Daniel 11:2-4)

Verses 2 through 34 are an amazing example of how the prophetic word has been fulfilled by historical events.  Gabriel first revealed that three kings would rule in Persia following King Cyrus, then finally a fourth king would come to power who would be richer and stronger than them all.  The fourth king would raise up an army and come against Greece, but would be soundly defeated.  

History reveals the names of the kings of Persia, yet to reign at the time of Daniel, but now confirmed by the historical record.  According the Daniel 10:1, the prophetic revelation we are discussing came in the third year of King Cyrus.  According to the vision, four kings would follow King Cyrus in ruling Persia. These kings were:

-Cambyses: 529-522 B.C.


-Pseudo-Smerdis: 522-521 B.C.


-Darius Hystaspes: 521-486 B.C.


-Xerxes: 486-465 B.C.

The fourth king of Persia, Xerxes, raised a huge army of  hundreds of thousands of men who marched against a Greek army of only about 11,000 and yet was soundly defeated.  Xerxes returned home to try to raise up a greater army, but died before finishing his preparations.  
Further details regarding Persia are given in the books of Ezra, Nehemiah, Esther and the prophetical books of Haggai, Zechariah, and Malachi.


The mighty king mentioned in verses 3-4 was Alexander the Great of Greece.  We learn that...



-He would be a mighty king.



-He would stand up, meaning come to great prominence.



-He would rule with great dominion, wielding great authority.



-He would do according to his own will, regarding himself as superior to the laws 


  of God and man.



-His kingdom would eventually be divided into four parts.



-His successors would not be of his posterity, that is of his own bloodline.



-These four kingdoms would be inferior compared to his kingdom.


This prophecy was fulfilled precisely as it was  given, as Alexander the Great conquered and ruled with great power and dominion.  True to this prophecy, after Alexander's death  his kingdom was divided among his four generals.   Two of these divisions played an important role in Jewish history:  Syria, located to the north of Palestine, and Egypt located to the south.  These two powers are referred to in this chapter as the king of the north and the king of the south, as they are north and south of the promised land.  Directions in prophecy are always given in relation to Palestine.  

The Egyptian And Syrian Empires
Daniel 11:5-20
And the king of the south shall be strong, and one of his princes; and he shall be strong above him, and have dominion; his dominion shall be a great dominion. And in the end of years they shall join themselves together; for the king's daughter of the south shall come to the king of the north to make an agreement: but she shall not retain the power of the arm; neither shall he stand, nor his arm: but she shall be given up, and they that brought her, and he that begat her, and he that strengthened her in these times. But out of a branch of her roots shall one stand up in his estate, which shall come with an army, and shall enter into the fortress of the king of the north, and shall deal against them, and shall prevail: And shall also carry captives into Egypt their gods, with their princes, and with their precious vessels of silver and of gold; and he shall continue more years than the king of the north. So the king of the south shall come into his kingdom, and shall return into his own land. But his sons shall be stirred up, and shall assemble a multitude of great forces: and one shall certainly come, and overflow, and pass through: then shall he return, and be stirred up, even to his fortress. And the king of the south shall be moved with choler, and shall come forth and fight with him, even with the king of the north: and he shall set forth a great multitude; but the multitude shall be given into his hand. And when he hath taken away the multitude, his heart shall be lifted up; and he shall cast down many ten thousands: but he shall not be strengthened by it. For the king of the north shall return, and shall set forth a multitude greater than the former, and shall certainly come after certain years with a great army and with much riches. And in those times there shall many stand up against the king of the south: also the robbers of thy people shall exalt themselves to establish the vision; but they shall fall. So the king of the north shall come, and cast up a mount, and take the most fenced cities: and the arms of the south shall not withstand, neither his chosen people, neither shall there be any strength to withstand. But he that cometh against him shall do according to his own will, and none shall stand before him: and he shall stand in the glorious land, which by his hand shall be consumed.  He shall also set his face to enter with the strength of his whole kingdom, and upright ones with him; thus shall he do: and he shall give him the daughter of women, corrupting her: but she shall not stand on his side, neither be for him. After this shall he turn his face unto the isles, and shall take many: but a prince for his own behalf shall cause the reproach offered by him to cease; without his own reproach he shall cause it to turn upon him. Then he shall turn his face toward the fort of his own land: but he shall stumble and fall, and not be found. Then shall stand up in his estate a raiser of taxes in the glory of the kingdom: but within few days he shall be destroyed, neither in anger, nor in battle. (Daniel 11:5-21)

Two of the nations arising out of the four-part division of Greece were Syria (whose leader is referred to in this passage as the king of the north) and Egypt (whose leader is called the king of the south).  These nations constantly warred with each other and Palestine was a buffer between them.  This passage details the continuing warfare and the failed attempts at peace between these powers.  Both nations worshipped idols, each deceived the other, both made and broke several peace treaties, and both persecuted the Jews.

Verse 5 addresses the rule of Prolemy I Soter and Seleucus I Nicator.  Seleucus was the stronger of the two, but it was his alliance with Prolemy that empowered him to seize the throne of Syria.


Verses 6-9, predict the marriage of Bernice, daughter of the king of the south, to the king of the north and the tragic consequences of the failed alliance.  The king divorced her and took back his first wife, Laodice.  History records that Laodice killed him, ordered the death of Bernice and her son, and then put her own son on the throne.  Bernice's brother then came with an army and captured Syria.  He was the "root" of Bernice's line mentioned in this passage whose army carried captives and wealth into Egypt.


Verses 10-19 recount the career of Antiochus III, a king of the north,  his conquest of Palestine (the glorious land), and his catastrophic defeat by the Roman Army in 190 B.C.  This resulted in the loss of his claims to Greece and Asia Minor and imposed an enormous tax on him by Rome.  Verse 20 speaks of the son of Antiochus III, Seleucas, who reigned between Antiochus III and Antiochus Epiphanes.  Seleucas sent Heliodorous to rob the Jerusalem Temple of its treasures, but ended up being poisoned by him.


The prophecies in this chapter about the battles between the north and south can be reviewed in Bible encyclopedias and commentaries if you are interested in more detailed information.  The important point is this:  Every part of Daniel's prophecy to this point in Chapter 11 has been fulfilled historically with detailed accuracy.


Down through the years, Palestine was held alternately by Syria and Egypt.  After 200 B.C., Rome dominated both the kings of the north and south (Syria and Egypt).  With the rise of Rome, God's people saw another strong power standing at its borders (verse 16).  The Roman empire seized control of Palestine in 63 B.C. and remained in power through the time of Christ's birth, earthly ministry, and death. 

Remember--although much of this prophecy is history now, it was all in the future at the time Daniel recorded it.  The detailed nature of this fulfilled prophecy assures us that the remainder will surely come to pass.
A Double Reference Prophecy:
Antiochus Epiphanes And The Antichrist
Daniel 11:21-35

And in his estate shall stand up a vile person, to whom they shall not give the honour of the kingdom: but he shall come in peaceably, and obtain the kingdom by flatteries. And with the arms of a flood shall they be overflown from before him, and shall be broken; yea, also the prince of the covenant. And after the league made with him he shall work deceitfully: for he shall come up, and shall become strong with a small people. He shall enter peaceably even upon the fattest places of the province; and he shall do that which his fathers have not done, nor his fathers' fathers; he shall scatter among them the prey, and spoil, and riches: yea, and he shall forecast his devices against the strong holds, even for a time. And he shall stir up his power and his courage against the king of the south with a great army; and the king of the south shall be stirred up to battle with a very great and mighty army; but he shall not stand: for they shall forecast devices against him. Yea, they that feed of the portion of his meat shall destroy him, and his army shall overflow: and many shall fall down slain. And both these kings' hearts shall be to do mischief, and they shall speak lies at one table; but it shall not prosper: for yet the end shall be at the time appointed. Then shall he return into his land with great riches; and his heart shall be against the holy covenant; and he shall do exploits, and return to his own land. At the time appointed he shall return, and come toward the south; but it shall not be as the former, or as the latter. For the ships of Chittim shall come against him: therefore he shall be grieved, and return, and have indignation against the holy covenant: so shall he do; he shall even return, and have intelligence with them that forsake the holy covenant. And arms shall stand on his part, and they shall pollute the sanctuary of strength, and shall take away the daily sacrifice, and they shall place the abomination that maketh desolate. And such as do wickedly against the covenant shall he corrupt by flatteries: but the people that do know their God shall be strong, and do exploits. And they that understand among the people shall instruct many: yet they shall fall by the sword, and by flame, by captivity, and by spoil, many days. Now when they shall fall, they shall be holpen with a little help: but many shall cleave to them with flatteries. And some of them of understanding shall fall, to try them, and to purge, and to make them white, even to the time of the end: because it is yet for a time appointed. (Daniel 11:21-35)

Finally, a vile person came to power known historically as Antiochus Epiphanes. We first met him in Daniel 8:9-14 where he was called the "little horn."  This man is also a type of the end-time Antichrist, meaning that some of the descriptions in this passage apply not only to him, but also to the end-time ruler of whom he was symbolic. 

Antiochus Epiphanes destroyed several scrolls of the Mosaic Law and forbade the practices of keeping the Sabbath, the circumcision of male children, and the offering of temple sacrifices that were decreed in Jewish law.  Jews who refused to submit to his orders were persecuted and killed.  Verses 21-35 describe his rise to power and his extreme wickedness.

As you read the description of Antiochus Epiphanes in this passage, remember that these characteristics also apply to the Antichrist of the end-times yet to come.

-He shall come in peaceably.


-He will obtain the kingdom by flattery.


-He will be like a flood overthrowing everyone and everything in his way.


-He will make a covenant, but will work deceitfully and break it himself.


-He will become strong with a small people.


-He shall enter peaceably even upon the fattest places of the province--seizing the richest 
 
  areas peaceably without resistance

-He will be worse than his fathers or his fathers' fathers.


-He shall scatter the people among the prey, spoil them, and seize the riches.


-He shall forecast his devices against the strong holds, even for a time.


-He shall instigate war with surrounding nations and do great exploits.


-He and the other kings will be set to do evil; they shall speak lies to one another, but it 
 
  shall not prosper.


-He shall gain great riches.


-His heart shall be against the holy covenant

-He will corrupt many by flattery.


-He will pollute the sanctuary of Israel by taking away the daily sacrifice--the act referred 
  to in scripture as the abomination of  desolation.  

Historically, we know that Antiochus Epiphanes did all of this, but we also know that this also has a future fulfillment because Jesus referred to the "abomination of desolation" in Matthew 24:15 as being in the future.  Antiochus Epiphanes was already dead and gone by the time of Christ, so that is how we know that this passage has double reference beyond him to the final evil world ruler called the Antichrist.


There is a bright ray of hope in the final portion of this section, however,  as we learn that the people who know God and remain faithful to Him will be strong and do great exploits, despite this most difficult time (verses 28 and 32).  The word "know" used here speaks of personal experience, not intellectual knowledge.  There will be those who understand what is happening prophetically and they will instruct many.  There will be great persecution by the sword, flame, captivity, robbery, and spoil.  Because of deception and flattery, even some people with understanding shall fall.  God will allow this difficult time to purge His people to make them holy and prepare them for the appointed time of the end.

Actions Of The Willful King
Daniel 11:36-39

 And the king shall do according to his will; and he shall exalt himself, and magnify himself above every god, and shall speak marvellous things against the God of gods, and shall prosper till the indignation be accomplished: for that that is determined shall be done. Neither shall he regard the God of his fathers, nor the desire of women, nor regard any god: for he shall magnify himself above all. But in his estate shall he honour the God of forces: and a god whom his fathers knew not shall he honour with gold, and silver, and with precious stones, and pleasant things. Thus shall he do in the most strong holds with a strange god, whom he shall acknowledge and increase with glory: and he shall cause them to rule over many, and shall divide the land for gain. (Daniel 11:36-39)

Verses 36-39 continue to reveal more about the actions that shall be taken by the "willful king".  Remember as you read this list that this passage has a double reference to Antiochus Epiphanes, the evil leader who would arise and severely persecute the Jews, and to the end-time Antichrist who will do likewise.  Both Antiochus Epiphanes and the Antichrist will:


-Do according to their own wills as absolute monarchs.  Hence the term "willful 
 
  
  king".

-Exalt themselves above every god.


-Speak incredible things against the true God.


-Prosper until the indignation shall be accomplished as God has determined.


-Disregard the God of their fathers.


-Disregard women.


-Magnify themselves above everyone and everything--above all.


-Disregard other gods--all other religions.


-Honor a god whom their fathers did not know--a god of forces, most likely military 
 
 power--requiring funding with gold, silver, precious stones, and pleasant things.


-Establish strongholds with a strange god whom they shall acknowledge and increase 

 with  glory.


-Rule over many.


-Divide the land for their own selfish gain, controlling the wealth of the nations.
The Time Of The End
Daniel 11:40-45

And at the time of the end shall the king of the south push at him: and the king of the north shall come against him like a whirlwind, with chariots, and with horsemen, and with many ships; and he shall enter into the countries, and shall overflow and pass over. He shall enter also into the glorious land, and many countries shall be overthrown: but these shall escape out of his hand, even Edom, and Moab, and the chief of the children of Ammon. He shall stretch forth his hand also upon the countries: and the land of Egypt shall not escape. But he shall have power over the treasures of gold and of silver, and over all the precious things of Egypt: and the Libyans and the Ethiopians shall be at his steps. But tidings out of the east and out of the north shall trouble him: therefore he shall go forth with great fury to destroy, and utterly to make away many. And he shall plant the tabernacles of his palace between the seas in the glorious holy mountain; yet he shall come to his end, and none shall help him. (Daniel 11:40-45)

The prophecy now sweeps to an amazing climax, with a prophetic gap bringing the remainder of the predictions in this chapter right down to the end of time.  This portion of the prophecy is yet to be fulfilled.


At the time of the end, the Antichrist will experience opposition from the north and south.  The Antichrist will enter into the promised land, but his victories will be limited (verses 41-42).
Edom, Moab, and Ammon shall escape out of his hand.  Egypt, however, shall not escape.  He shall seize power over the treasures of Egypt (43) and continue his conquest to northeast Africa (verses 41-43).  While rejoicing in his victory, he will hear rumors regarding a counterattack.  He will regroup his forces and come against his enemies with great wrath.


The text indicates that the Antichrist will prepare for a battle between the seas, meaning the Mediterranean Sea and the Dead Sea and Mt Moriah where the temple will be located.  His last stand will be fought on the plain of Megiddo, also called Jezreel, and is usually referred to as the battle of Armageddon (Revelation 16:16; 13:5-8).


All the armies of the nations will be drawn by God to this battle where they will be utterly crushed by Jesus Christ and the heavenly hosts (Daniel 11:45-12:1 and Revelation 19:11-21).  The glorious proclamation in the last verse of this chapter is that finally, the evil reign of the Antichrist--like that of Antiochus Epiphanes--shall come to an end and no one shall help him.  

(For further details regarding the end-time wars, see the Legacy Bible Outline on the book of Revelation.)

What an amazing prophecy!  But it doesn't end here.  The revelation continues in the first portion of Daniel 12.
Study questions on chapter 11:
1.
Who is speaking in this chapter?  (1)

2.
Who had this heavenly messenger previously strengthened?  (1)

3.
For what purpose was he sent to Daniel?  (1-2)
4.
Using verses 2-4 and the commentary, answer the following questions:



-How many kings were yet to arise in Persia?



-According to history, what were their names?



-How will the fourth king be different from the others?



-According to history, who was the fourth king?



-What happened to the fourth king's kingdom?
5.
Using verses 5-21 and the commentary, answer the following questions:



-Which nation was the southern empire?



-Which nation was the northern empire?



-Briefly summarize the relationship between the northern and southern 



 empires.
6.
Using verses 21-35 and the commentary, answer the following questions:


-According to history, what is the name of the vile person who arises?



-Describe his character.



-How will he obtain his kingdom?



-Summarize his activities. 



-What shall he do with the land and why?



-How long will he prosper?

7.
Despite the difficult circumstances, how do the people of God respond during this time?  
(32-33)

8.
Using the commentary, identify the dual prophetic meaning of verses 36-39.  


-To whom do these verses refer historically?  


-To whom do they refer to prophetically in the future?



-Whose will shall this king accomplish?



-Who will exalt this king?



-Who shall this king disregard?



-What kind of god will he serve?



-What shall he do with the land and for what purpose?



-For how long will he prosper? 

9.
Using the commentary and verses 40-45, answer the following questions:


-Describe what happens at the time of the end.



-What did Antiochus Epiphanes do and what will the Antichrist do to the nations?



-Who will escape?



-What will happen to Egypt?



-What will happen to the Libyans and the Ethiopians?



-Where did Antiochus Epiphanes and where will the Antichrist establish their 


  headquarters?



-What happens to both of them in the end? 

10.
The phrase "appointed time" is used in verses 27, 29, and 35.  What does it mean?  Who 
appoints this time? 
11.
What did you learn in this chapter to apply to your life and ministry?

Daniel 12

1 And at that time shall Michael stand up, the great prince which standeth for the children of thy people: and there shall be a time of trouble, such as never was since there was a nation even to that same time: and at that time thy people shall be delivered, every one that shall be found written in the book.

2 And many of them that sleep in the dust of the earth shall awake, some to everlasting life, and some to shame and everlasting contempt.

3 And they that be wise shall shine as the brightness of the firmament; and they that turn many to righteousness as the stars for ever and ever.

4 But thou, O Daniel, shut up the words, and seal the book, even to the time of the end: many shall run to and fro, and knowledge shall be increased.

5 Then I Daniel looked, and, behold, there stood other two, the one on this side of the bank of the river, and the other on that side of the bank of the river.

6 And one said to the man clothed in linen, which was upon the waters of the river, How long shall it be to the end of these wonders?

7 And I heard the man clothed in linen, which was upon the waters of the river, when he held up his right hand and his left hand unto heaven, and sware by him that liveth for ever that it shall be for a time, times, and an half; and when he shall have accomplished to scatter the power of the holy people, all these things shall be finished.

8 And I heard, but I understood not: then said I, O my Lord, what shall be the end of these things?

9 And he said, Go thy way, Daniel: for the words are closed up and sealed till the time of the end.

10 Many shall be purified, and made white, and tried; but the wicked shall do wickedly: and none of the wicked shall understand; but the wise shall understand.

11 And from the time that the daily sacrifice shall be taken away, and the abomination that maketh desolate set up, there shall be a thousand two hundred and ninety days.

12 Blessed is he that waiteth, and cometh to the thousand three hundred and five and thirty days.

13 But go thou thy way till the end be: for thou shalt rest, and stand in thy lot at the end of the days.

Outline 12:
(This chapter concludes the vision Daniel received in chapter eleven.)

I.
Events of that time (the time of the end).  (1-3)


A.
And at that time shall Michael stand up, the great prince which stands for the 


children of your people.

B.
There shall be a time of trouble, such as never was since there was a nation, even 


to that same time.


C.
At that time your people shall be delivered, every one that shall be found written 


in the book.


D.
And many of them that sleep in the dust of the earth shall awake:



1.
Some to everlasting life.



2.
Some to shame and everlasting contempt.


E.
And they that be wise shall shine as the brightness of the firmament and they that 


turn many to righteousness as the stars forever and ever.

II.
Instructions regarding the book.  (4)


A.
Shut up the words and seal the book, even to the time of the end.  (Not everything 


written in Daniel was to be understood at that time, and some still is not yet 


understood.)  


B.
Many (in the time of the end) shall run to and fro and knowledge shall be 



increased.  (Understanding of these prophecies would come in the end-times, 


as history unfolded and additional insights were revealed in the book of 



Revelation.)
III.
The end of the age.  (5-13)

A.
Then I, Daniel looked, and there stood two others, one on this side of the bank of 


the river and the other on the opposite side of the bank of the river.


B.
And one said to the man clothed in linen which was upon the waters of the river, 


"How long shall it be to the end of these wonders?"

C.
The response of the man clothed in linen which was upon the waters of the river.



1.
He lifted up his right and left hands to heaven.



2.
He swore by Him that lives forever that it shall be for a time, times, and an 


half.


3.
When he shall have accomplished the scattering of the power of the holy 



people, all these things shall be finished.


D.
And I (Daniel) heard, but I did not understand so I said, Oh my Lord, what shall 


be the end of these things?


E.
And he said:



1.
Go thy way, Daniel: for the words are closed up and sealed till the time of 



the end.



2.
Many shall be purified, and made white, and tried, but the wicked shall do 



wickedly.



3.
None of the wicked shall understand, but the wise shall understand.


F.
And from the time that the daily sacrifice shall be taken away and the 



abomination that makes desolate set up, there shall be a thousand two hundred 


and ninety days (1,290 days).


G.
Blessed is he that waits and comes to the thousand three hundred and five and 


thirty days (1,335 days).

H.
But go your way until the end.



1.
You shall rest (with your ancestors).



2.
At the end of days, you will stand in your lot (your inheritance).
COMMENTARY ON CHAPTER TWELVE

The final segment of Daniel in chapters 11-12 presents a revelation of the major events at the time of the end:  A world ruler, a world religion, a world war, the great tribulation, deliverance of the righteous at the end of the tribulation, resurrection, judgment, and the reward of the righteous.  All of these themes are expanded in further detail in the book of Revelation.

Events Of That Time
Daniel 12:1-3

And at that time shall Michael stand up, the great prince which standeth for the children of thy people: and there shall be a time of trouble, such as never was since there was a nation even to that same time: and at that time thy people shall be delivered, every one that shall be found written in the book. And many of them that sleep in the dust of the earth shall awake, some to everlasting life, and some to shame and everlasting contempt. And they that be wise shall shine as the brightness of the firmament; and they that turn many to righteousness as the stars for ever and ever. (Daniel 12:1-3)

This chapter continues and concludes the revelation of Daniel 11.  It begins with the phrase, "At that time."   So what time is being referred to?  This is a continuation of the prophecy in Daniel 11:36-45 concerning the end-time tribulation.  As described in this verse, this will be a time of trouble such as never before known.  (See also Matthew 24:15-26.)

The angel Michael is identified as the great prince of the nation of Israel and he will stand up for them during this time of trouble.  Every Jew whose name is in the book shall be delivered.  What book is this?  According to Revelation 20:12, this is the book of life where names of those who have accepted Jesus Christ as their Savior and Messiah are recorded.

We are also told that during this time a resurrection of the dead will occur.  Some will arise to everlasting life and others to shame and everlasting contempt.  The certainty of the resurrection is well established in the New Testament, but this is the most definitive passage on the resurrection in the Old Testament. (For a detailed study of the various resurrections in scripture, see the Legacy Bible Outline on the book of Revelation.)

In the midst of this terrible time on earth, there will be wise people who turn others to righteousness.  Concerning these end-time evangelists, the scripture says that they will shine forever as the brightness of the firmament and the stars.

Instructions Regarding The Book
Daniel 12:4

 But thou, O Daniel, shut up the words, and seal the book, even to the time of the end: many shall run to and fro, and knowledge shall be increased.(Daniel 12:4)

Daniel is told to shut up the words and seal the book he has written until the end-times. Not everything  in the book was to be understood at that time.  We understand more of it now because many of the prophecies have been fulfilled. 

We are told that in the end-times many shall run to and fro and knowledge shall be increased.  All kinds of knowledge will be increased through technology, as we have already seen, but specific knowledge regarding future events will also increase.  The book of Revelation and historic events since the time of Daniel have increased our understanding.  

Since many of the prophetic revelations in the book of Daniel have already been accurately fulfilled, there is reason to believe that the remainder will come to pass also.
The End Of The Age
Daniel 12:5-13

Then I Daniel looked, and, behold, there stood other two, the one on this side of the bank of the river, and the other on that side of the bank of the river. And one said to the man clothed in linen, which was upon the waters of the river, How long shall it be to the end of these wonders? And I heard the man clothed in linen, which was upon the waters of the river, when he held up his right hand and his left hand unto heaven, and sware by him that liveth for ever that it shall be for a time, times, and an half; and when he shall have accomplished to scatter the power of the holy people, all these things shall be finished. And I heard, but I understood not: then said I, O my Lord, what shall be the end of these things? And he said, Go thy way, Daniel: for the words are closed up and sealed till the time of the end. Many shall be purified, and made white, and tried; but the wicked shall do wickedly: and none of the wicked shall understand; but the wise shall understand. And from the time that the daily sacrifice shall be taken away, and the abomination that maketh desolate set up, there shall be a thousand two hundred and ninety days. Blessed is he that waiteth, and cometh to the thousand three hundred and five and thirty days. But go thou thy way till the end be: for thou shalt rest, and stand in thy lot at the end of the days. (Daniel 12:5-13)

As the final prophetic revelations of this book drew to a conclusion, Daniel saw two beings, one on each bank of the river.  One of them addressed the other, a man who was clothed in linen and who was upon the waters of the river.  "How long shall it be to the end of these wonders?",  he asked.

The man clothed in linen lifted up both hands to heaven and swore by Him that lives forever that it shall be for a time, times, and an half.  "When he shall have accomplished  scattering the power of the holy people, all these things shall be finished," he said.


Daniel heard the answer, but did not understand it.  He said, "Oh my Lord, what shall be the end of these things?"  Daniel wanted to know specifically when the end would come.

"Go thy way, Daniel," the man said,  "for the words are closed up and sealed until the time of the end."  Then he adds, "In the end-times, many will be found purified, white, and tried, but the wicked will be found guilty.  The wicked won't understand what is happening in the end-times but the wise will understand."  (See also 1 Corinthians 2:14 and John 16:13.)

In the final verses of this revelation, a general time-line for the end of the age is provided.  The man in linen said that from the time that the daily sacrifice shall be taken away and the abomination that makes the temple desolate, there shall be 1,290 days.  The desecration of the sanctuary will occur mid-way through the seven year tribulation (Matthew 24:15).   Three and a half years does not explain the extra thirty days that are mentioned here (the 1,335 days).  This is one of the unknowns in Daniel and we will not comment further on it.  If you are interested in pursuing it, you can consult various commentaries to study the speculations concerning this.   The most important thing for us to understand is that God will fulfill these promises at the precise time He has ordained--in the fullness of time. 

In the closing words of this prophetic revelation, Daniel is told to go his way until the end.  He would eventually rest with his ancestors, but at the end of time he would be resurrected to stand in his place and receive his inheritance.  The state between death and the resurrection is not one of painful purgatory as some churches teach, nor one of unconscious sleep as others claim.  It is the departure of the soul to be with Christ while the earthly body awaits resurrection and transformation (Philippians 1:23 and 2 Corinthians 5:8-9).

The Holy Spirit is speaking similar words to you today.  Like Daniel, you should gain all the understanding of prophecy possible, but don't spend time speculating or debating over what is not yet revealed.  Go your way.  Fulfill your mission.  Accomplish your divine destiny.  If Jesus does not return before you die, you will someday pass from this life into His presence and, in the end, receive your spiritual inheritance.  

The instructions to the waiting servants in Luke 19:13 are, "Occupy until I come."  Fulfill your divine mission. God wants you to understand prophecy and be prepared for the future, but that is not to be the focus of your ministry.  Don't be so occupied with the future that you miss the opportunities of the present.  We are called to go into all the world and preach the gospel to every creature  (Mark 16:15).  Whether you are a preacher, teacher, missionary, business person, or homemaker--this is your divine mandate.  
...he that shall endures unto the end, the same shall be saved. And this gospel of the kingdom shall be preached in all the world for a witness unto all nations; and then shall the end come.  (Matthew 24:13-14)

Study questions on chapter 12:
1.
What time is identified in verse 1?
2.
Who shall stand up at that time and for whom?  (1)

3.
How is that time described?  (1)

4.
What is one of the major events that will occur at that time?  (2)

5.
What is the destiny of the wise who turn others to righteousnesss?  (3)

6.
What was Daniel told to do regarding this book? (4)

7.
What did you learn about knowledge in the end-times?  (4)
8.
What did Daniel see by the river?  (5)

9.
What was the question asked of the man in fine linen?  (6)

10.
Describe the actions and answer of the man in linen as recorded in verse 7.

11.
What question did Daniel ask in verse 8 and what answer was given to him in verse 9?

12.
Describe the contrasts between the wise and the wicked as detailed in verse 10.
13.
Using the commentary, explain the timing discussed in verses 11-12.
14.
What was Daniel told to do in verse 13?

15.
What did you learn in this chapter to apply to your life and ministry?

SUPPLEMENTAL STUDIES
1.
Ezekiel compares Daniel to Noah and Job in Ezekiel 14:14.  He also refers to the wisdom 
of Daniel in Ezekiel 28:3.  
2.
Daniel 7:13 is quoted in Matthew 24:30; 26:64; Mark 13:26; 14:62; and Luke 21:27.

3.
Important things in Daniel:



-The most dramatic feast in the Bible: 5.


-A detailed description of God: 7:9-14.


-The only book mentioning both Gabriel and Michael: 9:21; 10:13; 12:1.


-A revelation regarding spiritual warfare: 10:10-13.



-An explanation as to why prayer might sometimes be hindered: 10:10-13.


-The most complete description of the Antichrist: 7:7-27; 8:23-25; 9:26;11:36-45.
4.
God deals with every aspect of the kingdoms of this world in the book of Daniel:



-In chapter 1 God deals with the customs of society.



-In chapter 2 God deals with politics.



-In chapter 3 God deals with religion.



-In chapter 4 God deals with leadership.



-In chapter 6 God deals with the legal system.


-In chapters 7-12 God deals with Israel, the nations, and the entire world system.
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